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IT’S ABouT TIME

Everyone who writes about history faces the same problem: how do we get the past to stay
still long enough to see it clearly? Textbooks on the history of the United States typically
pursue one topic at a time. They devote chapters to a particular part of the country, such
as the slave South or the Old West, or focus on broad topics such as immigration, urban-
ization, or industrialization. They place certain groups or individuals in special boxes or
on specially colored pages. They set aside politics or diplomacy for long periods while they
describe social or cultural life. Such ways of organizing textbooks have obvious costs—
loss of continuity, context, and narrative force—but these strategies have seemed neces-
sary bargains with the complexity of the past.

This book follows a different strategy. Rather than isolating people and topics it inte-
grates them into the flow of time. Rather than sorting topics into tidily organized chap-
ters, we show the complicated and subtle ways that strands of history interact. Each chap-
ter is devoted to a particular sequence of years, carefully following the contours of events,
weaving politics, economics, and culture into an interrelated pattern. As a result, foreign
policy and domestic life connect and influence one another. The history of blacks and
whites, men and women, emerge as parts of the same stories. Authors and artists speak of
their particular times. Political battles continually punctuate the story. Depressions and
panics disrupt the lives of people in every class. Technological innovations do not merely
happen but emerge as solutions to felt problems.

Students who read American Passages come to understand that history is often about
the unexpected. No one, after all, could have predicted figures such as Thomas Paine,
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Henry Ford, or Martin Luther King, Jr. Nor could Americans
have foreseen events such as Bacon’s Rebellion, John Brown’s Raid, the Haymarket Riot,
or the Watergate break-in. While long-term processes are fully treated in this book, it also
strives to show that history often turns around unique events, unintended outcomes, and
singular individuals. American Passages calls our attention to the twists and turns of his-
tory, to the way various facets of history are connected.

Not only does the thoroughly chronological organization of this book make for a good
story, we believe, but it helps history make sense. In our own lives, after all, things hap-
pen simultaneously. Every newspaper and news show reminds us of the way that events
abroad touch on events at home, the way that politics and economics entangle, the per-
vasiveness of a particular book or film in a certain season. We are used to the idea that our
lives are defined by a mixture of major and minor events, by the interplay between the
momentary and the momentous. The past was like that as well.

American Passages offers several tools to help us see the past as a whole. Its timelines and
“Passages” sections provide broad overviews that connect across chapters. Its illustrations
and graphs are tightly woven into the narrative. Its rich Web site amplifies the themes and
materials of the book, offering hundreds of documents, maps, illustrations, and multime-
dia selections carefully attuned to the time in which they were produced. We hope that
such a story will help convey the excitement, drama, and importance of this nation’s past.

VII
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Chapters: All items are organized according to the
same thirty-two chapters contained in the American
Passages text. Within each chapter, the primary source
materials are presented in modules organized around a
particular event, place, time, or theme within the
chapter’s chronological structure.
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text.

Maps: Dynamic and animated interactive maps dra-
matically illustrate major developments and changes
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Index: Several indices provide an archive of all primary
source materials in the site. The indices point to sum-
maries of the documents and to the documents them-
selves. Students may browse by subject, chapter, date,

and type of item.

American Passages Web site Manual

Its about time . . . for an American history textbook
and its Web site to be fully integrated; for the narrative
of the text and the primary materials of the Web site to
work together to heighten students’ understanding of the
past; and for both components to be organized chrono-
logically so as to remain true to the flow of history.

Study Guide, Volume I: To 1877;
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Richard McMillan, Los Angeles Pierce College

This Student Resource Guide is organized to assist the
student in his or her comprehension of the material
found in each chapter. It contains not only a thorough
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fication questions, and objective questions which provide



aid in the student’s understanding of the text. At the end
of each chapter are map exercises, which reinforce the
student’s geographical knowledge as well.

Computerized Student Tutorial

Available to students, at an affordable price, are a variety
of interactive exercises taken directly from the Student
Manual.

American Passages Historical Geography Guide,
Volume I: To 1877; Volume II: From 1863

Marlette Rebhorn, Austin Community College

This mapping workbook provides students with chal-
lenging and engaging exercises designed to test their geo-
graphical knowledge. In addition to labeling exercises
there are also fill-in questions to reinforce the student’s
comprehension.

United States History Documents Collection,
Volume I: To 1877; Volume II: From 1863

Robert Weise, Eastern Kentucky University

This outstanding collection of documents includes over
100 primary source readings with introductory notes for
each selection. This is available free to instructors and
may be purchased by the student.

PowerPoint Slide Archive for U.S. History
Presentation CD-ROM

Prepared by Raymond M. Hyser and ]. Christopher Arndt,
James Madison University

This electronic archive is intended to enhance lectures
by providing historical photos, cartoons, posters, maps,
charts and graphs as well as lecture outlines, which can
be used as framework for the material. The 1642 slides
(including 669 photos and 143 maps) are organized in
chronological units. The professor has flexibility to edit,
add, delete, and rearrange slides into customized presen-
tations. The CD-ROM includes separate indexes of the
images, maps, and charts/graphs for ease in locating spe-
cific illustrations, as well as PowerPoint viewers for both
Mac and PC platforms.

The American History CD-ROM

The American History CD-ROM is an interactive learn-
ing tool that provides a vast library of pictures, film
clips, sound recordings, and maps. It is indexed and
organized in a unique, flexible format that makes it easy
to explore U.S. history from ancient times through the
1990s. Features include: Overviews, narrated by Charles
Kuralt; thousands of captioned illustrations; 68 motion
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pictures; dozens of brief sound bites; a quiz that offers
students several levels and options for self-assessment;
and The Histriopix Game, a challenging test of students’
recall for key concepts and information that is conveyed
through the images. In addition to independent study,
students and professors can create lessons, lesson plans,
and presentations. Adoption requirements apply.

Second World War Photo CD-ROM

The Second World War CD-ROM is a three-disc set
that features selections from the National Archives. It
includes more than 900 black and white images taken
during the war that are accompanied by historically
accurate captions. Adoption requirements apply.

Zane Publishing’s Home Library CD-ROM

Package for U.S. History

The home library includes a 10-disc CD-ROM package
that covers major subject areas in U.S. history, ranging
from the 1700s to the present. Topics include Jacksonian
Democracy, the Civil War, Reconstruction, the
American West, the Great Depression, U.S.
Government, U.S. Foreign Policy from 1788 to 1933
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U.S. History Videos/ Films for the Humanities
Contact your local Harcourt sales representative for a
complete listing of the many videos that are available
from the extensive Films for the Humanities catalog.
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U.S. History Videos/Arts and Entertainment

Many outstanding U.S. history selections are available
from the Arts and Entertainment video library. Choose
from “American Revolution,” “Civil War Journal,” “The
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tion. Adoption requirements apply.

Twentieth-Century American History Video Disk

The history of the American 20th century comes alive in
a one-hour videodisk produced expressly for Harcourt by
Fountain Communications. It addresses the pressing
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Chapter

8

THE NEw REPUBLIC FACES A NEwW CENTURY,

1800—1814

MERICANS CONFRONTED THE nineteenth century

with a variety of fears. For the Federalists, the
growing Republican opposition warned that the evils
of democracy and anarchy stood on the doorstep,
ready to take control after the election of 1800. For
the Republicans, the Alien and Sedition acts and Fed-
eralist repression of the whiskey rebels and John Fries
underscored the need for change. Both parties, still
members of the Revolutionary generation, thought in
terms of the ideals for which they had fought against
the British. They also measured events against what
was transpiring elsewhere in the world. By 1800, the
radical, then reactionary, phases of the French Revolu-
tion and Napoleon Bonaparte’s rise to power dismayed
Americans. The never-ending European war threat-
ened to involve the United States for twenty years, and
finally did in 1812. The revolt by slaves in the French
West Indies horrified southern slave owners.

Though Thomas Jefferson’s presidency proved to be
less revolutionary than many Federalists expected, the
new century brought indelible changes to American
politics and society. The Federalist party shriveled and
died, the Louisiana Purchase expanded the nation’s
territory to the Rocky Mountains and beyond, slavery
became more firmly embedded in the southern econ-
omy, and the republic fought once more against Great
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Britain. The Second Great Awakening, the series of re-
ligious revivals that had begun in the late 1790s but
gained steam after the turn of the century, influenced
the ways in which many people interpreted these
events.

RELIGION IN AMERICAN
SOCIETY

Politics took a back seat in the lives of most Americans
during the first decade of the nineteenth century. In
many respects, that was the promise of Jefferson’s gov-
ernment: low taxes, a small bureaucracy, minimal in-
trusion by government into the affairs of citizens,
peace, religious freedom. In particular, religion ab-
sorbed the energies of many different groups: frontier
settlers and Native Americans caught up in revivals,
organizations to provide welfare relief in towns and
cities, new sects like the Shakers, and free African
Americans who built separate churches as the corner-
stone of their communities. Many people believed that
renewed emphasis on religion would transform the na-
tion through individual faith and communal action.
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1800 Washington, D.C., becomes national capital
Gabriel’s Rebellion
Convention of 1800 with France
Jefferson’s election as president
Rise of Handsome Lake as a Seneca prophet
1801 Adams’s “midnight appointments”
John Marshall becomes chief justice
Tripolitan War
Cane Ridge, Kentucky, camp meeting
1802 Judiciary Act of 1801 repealed
1803 Marbury v. Madison case
Great Britain and France resume war
Louisiana Purchase
1804 Lewis and Clark expedition departs from St. Louis
Aaron Burr kills Alexander Hamilton
Twelfth Amendment ratified
Haiti founded
Reelection of Jefferson as president
1805 Essex decision in Britain
1806 Non-Importation Act
1807 Burr tried for treason

Leopard-Chesapeake Affair

The Second Great Awakening

As the century began, people throughout the country
sought spiritual renewal. Among New England Con-
gregationalists, the revivals spread from one town to
another between 1797 and 1801. The national
Methodist conference of 1800 held in Baltimore wit-
nessed an outpouring of religious fervor. These flames
heralded a series of revivals—the Second Great Awak-
ening—which lasted into the 1830s. Women and
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Embargo Act

1808 Federal ban on importation of slaves
Madison elected as president

1809 Giles’s Enforcement Act
Embargo repealed; replaced with Non-Intercourse Act
Treaty of Fort Wayne

1810 Annexation of West Florida

1811 Charter of national bank expires

Tecumseh organizes pan-Indian resistance to land
cessions

Battle of Tippecanoe
1812 U.S. declares war on Great Britain
Hull surrenders Detroit
Madison elected to second term
1813 DPerry defeats British navy on Lake Erie
Battle of the Thames
1814 Battle of Horseshoe Bend
British burn public buildings in Washington, D.C.
Americans repel invasion on Lake Champlain
Hartford Convention

Treaty of Ghent

men of various denominations started voluntary asso-
ciations to support missionaries, encourage moral be-
havior, and provide charity. Many followed the lead of
young Quaker women in Philadelphia, who in 1795
had established the first female society to provide food,
firewood, and clothing to impoverished city folk. Sim-
ilar groups soon sprang up throughout the middle
states, New England, and parts of the South. In ac-
cepting the message of revival, large numbers of Amer-
icans embraced evangelicalism—the belief that they



must take their message of salvation to others. They
expected to create a more godly nation through con-
version and good works.

In particular, eastern clergy worried that people on
the frontier, with few churches, would let sin take con-
trol of their lives. As Americans streamed west across
the Appalachians, by 1810, Ohio had 230,000 settlers,
Kentucky and Tennessee had 668,000, and the Missis-
sippi and Louisiana territories had 117,000. New Eng-
landers moved to western New York State and the
Midwest, while southerners carved out new planta-
tions in the southern trans-Appalachian region. Evan-
gelical ministers feared for the nation because so many
westerners were unchurched. The clerics expressed
their dread in terms of millennialism, the belief that
the millennium—Christ’s second coming—was at
hand, as foretold in Revelation, the last book of the
Bible. Pastors urged their congregations to prepare for
the millennium by supporting missionary efforts in
the west. They believed the kingdom of God could ex-
tend to the Pacific Ocean and beyond, but Americans
throughout the country must embrace Christianity
and convert Native Americans and the people of other
lands.

Circuit preachers and missionaries traveled
throughout the frontier; the churches they started
were often the first social organizations in new com-
munities. The great western revivals of 1800-1815,
which built upon this work, began when several Pres-
byterians summoned the first camp meeting, a reli-
gious gathering held outside over the course of several
days. People came together, miles from their homes, to
hear revivalist preachers. The most famous of the early
camp meetings took place in August 1801 at Cane
Ridge, Kentucky, where Presbyterian, Methodist, and
Baptist clergy preached for about a week to a throng
numbering about 20,000. From wagons and crude
tents, the crowds listened to the spiritual message that
Jesus Christ could save everyone from their sins. The
wicked could escape eternal damnation. People reacted
emotionally and physically to this message, some jerk-
ing their heads or entire bodies, others falling to the
ground in a faint.

Reminiscent of the Great Awakening in the South
during the 1750s and 1760s (see Chapter 4), the camp
meetings spread through Kentucky, Tennessee, and
southern Ohio, gathering new congregations. The
Methodist and Baptist churches, which placed less im-
portance on the fine points of religious doctrine and a
well-educated clergy than the Presbyterians, benefited
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most from the revivals. The Methodists and Baptists
saw extraordinary growth among ordinary people, es-
pecially in the South, including African Americans
and whites. As one minister wrote, “the illiterate
Methodist preachers actually set the world on fire, (the
American world at least,) while [pastors of other de-
nominations] were lighting their matches!”

Religion was important to black Americans,
whether they remained enslaved or had achieved free-
dom. In the South, where the expansion of cotton
culture ended hopes for the abolition of slavery as
tobacco declined, African Americans responded
enthusiastically to revivalist preachers. The Methodists
and Baptists welcomed free and enslaved blacks into
their congregations as equals in spirit though not in
governing the church. In hostile northern cities, free
black communities depended upon separate churches
for leadership and communal fellowship.

Growth of Sects

The period around 1800 witnessed the expansion of
several dissenting sects: the Shakers, the Society of the
Public Universal Friend, and the Universalists. They
are called sects, rather than denominations, because
they were new and fairly small in number of adher-
ents. These sectarians held distinctive beliefs that set
them apart from mainstream religions, yet had a sig-
nificant influence on intellectual and social move-
ments of their times.

The Shakers, whose official name was the United
Society of Believers in Christ’s Second Coming (the
Millennial church), came to America in 1774, when
Mother Ann Lee arrived from Britain with eight dis-
ciples. They left England to escape mob attacks and
imprisonment. The group grew slowly at first, but
expanded after Lee’s death in 1784, as they reaped
followers from revivals, especially Baptists. The Shak-
ers even converted the three Presbyterians who had
organized the Cane Ridge, Kentucky, camp meeting.
The sect offered an avenue for people who had been
spiritually reborn in the Awakening and sought a dis-
tinctive way to represent that rebirth in their lives.

From visions, Mother Lee believed that she embod-
ied Christ’s Second Coming, that the millennium had
already arrived. As Christ had appeared as a man, and
Lee (called Mother of the New Creation) came as a
woman, God had both male and female elements. The
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The Shakers of New R\
Lebanon— Religious i

Exercises in the Dining
Room. In religious worship,
Shakers abandoned their
strict, sex-segregated

discipline.

Shakers considered themselves a vanguard to lead
everyone to the kingdom of God. They believed in sal-
vation by confession of sin, equality regardless of sex
or race, opposition to slavery and war, and assistance
to the poor. They abstained from sexual relations. In
Shaker communities, which by 1809 existed from
Maine to Kentucky, men and women ate, slept, and
worked separately. They followed a strict discipline
and aspired to economic self-sufficiency. Shakers sat
on straight-backed chairs, cut their food into square
pieces, and walked along paths laid out in right angles.
But in religious worship, they abandoned this right-
angle order. In a large open space without pulpit or
pews, worshippers danced, shouted, and sang. The
Shaker communitarian lifestyle, which yielded plenti-
ful food, a comfortable standard of living, and beauti-
fully designed furnishings, influenced other groups to
organize communal, utopian experiments during the
years after 1815.

A similar but smaller sect was the Society of the
Public Universal Friend, founded by Jemima Wilkin-
son of Rhode Island. Disowned by Quakers in 1776
for joining the Baptists, Wilkinson became ill, believed
that she died, and then returned to life as the Public
Universal Friend. Her mission was to convince others
to repent their sins and prepare for the millennium.
Like Mother Lee, Wilkinson preached celibacy, peace,

and opposition to slavery. She traveled sidesaddle on
horseback, attracting a coterie of believers in New
England and Pennsylvania. As one convert said,
Wilkinson was “the Messenger of Peace . . . Travel-
ling far & wide to spread the glad tidings & news of
Salvation to a lost and perishing & dying World who
have all gone astray like Lost Sheep.” In 1788, upon
gathering over 200 Universal Friends, she organized a
community called Jerusalem in western New York.
They established the first white settlement at Lake
Seneca, then later moved to Keuka Lake. The Univer-
sal Friends neither organized a communal economy
like the Shakers nor continued to seek new members.
Nevertheless, the community survived well past
Wilkinson’s death in 1819.

Another sect, the Universalists, rejected the Calvin-
ist belief that only a minority of people, the elect,
could attain salvation. They preached that “it is the
purpose of God, through the grace revealed in our
Lord Jesus Christ, to save every member of the human
race from sin.” The American Universalist Church, es-
tablished in 1779 by an Englishman, John Murray,
found a sympathetic audience among ordinary people
caught up in the Second Great Awakening in New
England and on the frontier. Its message of universal
salvation had wide influence, though the Universalist
Church itself remained small.



