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Queridos amigos,
Dear friends,

The language that you are going to study this year
(and hopefully continue to study in the years to come)
is a very special language. It is present all around us!
Think of the many states, cities, rivers and mountains
which bear Spanish names: Florida, Nevada,
Colorado, Los Angeles, Santa Fe, El Paso, the Sierra
Nevada, the Rio Grande. ... The list is endless. | |

More important, Spanlsh is very much alive in the Umted States because some 13
million Americans speak it every day! Think of the people around you: you may have a
friend with a Hispanic name, or you may have been to a Hispanic shop or restaurant in
your town, or know of famous people whose names are Spanish, or you yourself may be of
Hispanic heritage. ... For young Americans, learning Spanish is not learning a “foreign”
language, but learning their second national language!

Obviously the domain of Spanish extends far beyond the boundaries of the United States.
Spanish is the language of Spain, Mexico, Central America and most of South America. It
is also spoken in parts of the Philippines and parts of Africa. It is the official language of
20 countries and is one of the five official languages of the United Nations. It is spoken
daily by 250 million people around the world, and is understood by many millions more.
All in all, Spanish is one of the most widely used and most useful languages of the world.

The study of Spanish is important for several other reasons. Language is part of culture.
In learning a language, you learn not only how other people express themselves, but also
how they live and what they think. It is often by comparing ourselves with others, by
investigating how we differ and how we are similar, that we begin to learn who we really
are. Your experience in learning Spanish will therefore help you understand your own
culture better.

Soon you will discover many similarities between Spanish and English. They have many
- words in common, and others which are closely related. Knowing Spanish will help you
understand your language better, and even increase your English vocabulary!

Spanish is the native language of many great writers, poets and artists whose ideas have
shaped our own ways of thinking and feeling. Knowing Spanish may help you better
understand these ideas and, consequently, the world in which we live.

Last, but not least, Spanish is a language used in business, in the professions and in the
trades, both abroad and here in the United States. Americans who choose to serve their
fellow citizens as doctors, nurses, lawyers, social workers, teachers, firefighters and law
enforcement officers will find they can perform their tasks more effectively if they speak
Spanish.

As you see, knowing Spanish is not an end in itself, but a step toward several
worthwhile objectives: communication with others here and abroad, increased knowledge of
the world in which we live, better understanding of ourselves . .. and maybe an extra
advantage when you are looking for a job!

Y ahora, ;adelante con el espanol!
And now, forward with Spanish!
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1 Presentaciones

Leccion
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A. (COMO TE LLAMAS? A. WHAT'S YOUR NAME?

(On the first day of school in San Antonio, Texas)

Alicia: (Como te llamas? © What’s your name?

Carlos: (Me llamoﬁarlos, Ly tu? My name is Carlos; and yours?

Alicia: {Me llamo Alicia! My name is Alicia!

Carlos: ;(Eres de Puerto Rico? Are you from Puerto Rico?

Alicia: jNo! — No.

Carlos: (Eres de Mexico? Are you from Mexico?

Alicia: jNo! No.

Carlos: (Eres de Panama? Are you from Panama?

Alicia: |No, no, no! éoy de San Antonio . .. No, no, no! I'm from San Antonio,
jcomo tu! o like you!

Unidad uno
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Anita Baez Felipe Diaz Ricardo Santana
Mexico Espana Peru

Los hispanohablantes
(The Spanish speakers)

Today, Spanish is spoken by about two hundred
and sixty million people around the world. These
people who share the same language are the
Hispanic people. They live in Spain, South and

Central America, Mexico, the Caribbean ... and
| also in the United States. As many as fifteen million
Roberto Avila Americans are of Hispanic background.

Puerto Rico

Jose Morales Marisa Ochoa Dolores Jimeénez
Estados Unidos Argentina Costa Rica

Leccion uno
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ACTIVIDAD 1 Presentaciones (Introductions)

Imagine that you are in a school in Colombia. It is the first day of school

and the new students are introducing themselves to one another. Play the
roles of these students.

José / Anita Jose: ;Como te llamas?
Anita: Me llamo Anita, ;y tu?
Jose: Me llamo Joseé.

1. Tomas / Teresa 6. Ramon / Ines

2. Diego / Susana 7. Ricardo / Clara

3. Luis/ Luisa 8. Juan / Anita

4. Miguel / Ana 9. Felipe / Maria

5. Pablo / Emilia 10. Pedro / Isabel
NOTAS:
1. You may have noted the accent mark in certain names (José, Maria,
Tomas, Inés). Accent marks are part of Spanish spelling. They should
not be left out!
2. In Spanish, question marks and exclamation points occur at the
beginning as well as at the end of a question or exclamation. These
punctuation marks are written upside down at the place where the
question (;) or exclamation (j) begins.

Unidad uno
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