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Preface

hile retaining the most popular features of previous editions, the sixth edi-

tion of Composing with Confidence is more engaging for students and versa-
tile for instructors than ever before. For students, it presents high-interest content
in exercises and readings, with a single theme (unusual facts about animals, the
stories of Crazy Horse and Custer, the life of a man who was known as the
Emperor of the United States, and so on) developed throughout each chapter. A
new feature, “A Word About Words,” graces the margins of every chapter, spark-
ing interest in the roots and history of English as well as presenting fascinating et-
ymologies of individual words. Sample paragraphs and essays, many written by
students, provide lively and realistic models within each chapter on writing—as
do the sixteen additional readings (including student essays) at the end of the
book. Each chapter includes helpful tips in the margins, as well as advice for stu-
dents whose first language is not English. A new chapter, “Writing on the Job,” of-
fers advice on and models for letter, résumé, and memo writing. And the answer
key in the back of the book provides answers to all odd-numbered items in the ex-
ercises so that students may work independently. All sentence-level chapters now
conclude with two Editing for Mastery exercises—the answers to the first also in-
cluded in the answer key, so students may check their work before completing the
second. A new graphic summary entitled “Synthesis for Success” concludes each
unit, providing a quick reference to the most important elements of the unit.

Although Composing with Confidence provides guidance through the compos-
ing process, it does not aim to furnish empty organizational shells into which
students pour content. Instead, the book stresses writing as a purposeful and so-
cial act, in which audience, occasion, and goal affect the outcome: the paragraph
or essay. It is neither condescending in style nor attitude toward students. It re-
gards them as writers—perhaps inexperienced (or inexperienced in writing in
English)—but writers nonetheless. A feature entitled “A Writer Speaks” invites
students to join the community of writers by hearing the advice and insights of
experienced writers. These commissioned, original contributions from profes-
sional writers, editors, and professors confirm that the processes involved and
the obstacles faced in shaping thoughts into meaningful messages for readers
are universal.

For instructors, the book allows great flexibility. This new edition thoroughly
explains the composing process in six steps, but not in a lockstep manner. The
book emphasizes the rhetorical nature of writing: that each writing task is
unique, depending on purpose, content, audience, and occasion; and that each
writer is unique, depending on how he or she can best discover, plan, draft, re-
vise, edit, and proofread his or her work. Each chapter includes one well-
wrought writing assignment, as well as at least five alternatives, and allows the
instructor to expand the paragraph into an essay at any point. Photographs and
artwork provide visual prompts for writing, as do the numerous choices in end-
of-chapter “Writing for Mastery” sections. And for instructors who favor stu-
dent collaboration, the margins of each chapter are filled with optional activities
allowing students to share ideas, peer review and edit, and help each other dis-
cover and strengthen their own talents as writers.

Previous users of the book will find a number of improvements on features.
A unique feature entitled “Writing from Source Material” appears in each of
the chapters in Units Il and III, providing students with data to summarize,
paraphrase, and quote in support of a topic idea without having to conduct
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independent research. Each chapter in Unit IV concludes with the two “Editing
for Mastery” passages, the first with the answers supplied in the answer key, so
that students may work independently. Additional readings afford more oppor-
tunities for integrating reading into the basic writing curriculum, as well as pro-
viding additional prompts for writing assignments. And a new quotation bank
provides inspiration and prompts for even more writing. Key terms highlighted
in the text are defined in a glossary at the back of the book.

CONTENT OVERVIEW

Composing with Confidence is designed for maximum flexibility. Instructors may
choose to follow the book in sequence or to choose those chapters that best fit
their students’ needs.

Unit I: Writing as a Composing Process. These four chapters motivate stu-
dents to write and show them how it’s done. Separate chapters focus on the
reasons for writing; a six-step writing process that begins with discovery and
ends with proofreading; the shape and form of the paragraph; and the shape
and form of the essay.

Unit II: Strengthening Writing. Chapters in this unit offer practice in devel-
oping a paragraph or essay through detail, illustration, and example; achiev-
ing coherence; writing directly and vividly; and fashioning a more concise
and varied style.

Unit III: Composing Types of Paragraphs and Essays. Instruction in both
paragraph and essay writing is consolidated in this new unit on rhetorical
modes. Each chapter includes at least one professional model and one student
model, most new to this edition, and guides students through the composing
process with explanations and a “blueprint” for organization. A chapter on
writing the essay is designed to build student skills and confidence for this
key to success in college. A new chapter, “Writing on the Job,” offers advice
on and models for workplace writing.

Unit IV: Troubleshooting. This handbook-like section includes instruction
and practice in sentence-level issues: fragments, comma-splices, and run-ons;
coordination and subordination; subject-verb agreement; past-tense and past-
participle verb forms; consistency in sentence structures; number and case of
pronouns; placement of modifiers; use of apostrophes, hyphens, and capital
letters; punctuation; and commonly confused words. Each chapter also pro-
vides advice on issues of concern to non-English-dominant, or ESL, writers.
Reading Selections. These sixteen high-interest essays, arranged from most
accessible to most challenging, represent a diversity of cultures and view-
points. They also provide models of the rhetorical modes, practice in close
reading, questions for discussion, and prompts for additional writing.

CONTINUING FEATURES

The following continuing features of Composing with Confidence make the text a
valuable and flexible tool for both instructor and student:

Simple and Direct Explanations. Discussions of the composing process,
rhetorical modes for paragraphs and essays, grammar, and mechanics focus on
what students should know to generate effective sentences, paragraphs, and es-
says, while increasing their facility with language and eliminating errors. Key
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terms are highlighted and explained in the text, and, for continuing reference,
they are repeated in a glossary at the back of the book.

Clearly Outlined Composing Process Instruction. The “Six Steps to
Composing with Confidence” presents students with an easily mastered se-
ries of activities to perform in the writing process. Not only is the process
thoroughly explained, but also outlining and writing topic sentences and the-
sis statements are highlighted in every chapter on the rhetorical modes.

High-Interest Exercises and Models. Working with engaging materials in
connected discourse, students gain skills in composing, revising, and editing
sentences with meaningful content. Selections include odd and fascinating
facts from history, animal behavior, and biographies of famous or unusual fig-
ures. This entertaining subject matter serves a more serious purpose: that peo-
ple write to communicate ideas and that, if ideas are worth saying, they are
worth saying well. As students read and then rewrite or revise an exercise,
they discover that interesting ideas become clearer and even more interesting.

Mastery Learning Capabilities. Unit IV of the book is designed to facilitate a
Mastery Learning approach, in which students complete a section on gram-
mar and mechanics, evaluate their understanding and application of the con-
cepts, restudy parts of the section if necessary, and then engage in further
evaluation. Two “Editing for Mastery” concluding exercises, as well as the
parallel test forms in the ancillary testing package, all serve as useful tools in
this approach.

Attention to Matters of Style. Several chapters explore ways to make writing
more lively, vivid, and direct. They offer practice in writing strong verbs, ad-
jectives, and expressions; employing parallelism; eliminating unnecessary
repetition of words and ideas; and avoiding clichés.

Chapter-Ending Summary Boxes. These highlighted summaries help stu-
dents identify and review the important points to learn and practice and
serve as additional reference aids in revising and editing.

Multiple Opportunities for Collaborative Work. For instructors who wish to
encourage group work, Composing with Confidence offers a variety of options
but does not require that they be followed. Each paragraph writing assign-
ment includes Revision Guidelines that encourage peer response and edit-
ing. Predicting activities throughout the text provide additional opportuni-
ties for collaboration while stressing the interrelationship between writer and
reader. Collaborative activities, presented as options in the margins of each
chapter, guide students in sharing ideas, doing peer review and editing, and
working in groups to improve their writing. Each sentence-level chapter con-
cludes with an Editing for Mastery exercise, which can be done collabora-
tively or independently.

Full Integration of the Paragraph and Essay. Each chapter in the rhetorical
mode unit guides students in writing a paragraph and demonstrates the con-
nection between paragraphs and essays. Additional assignments are pro-
vided for those students ready to put paragraphs together.

Multi-Faceted Writing Instruction. Professional and student models exem-
plify the skills students should aim to achieve. Discussion questions focus at-
tention on these models, followed by a step-by-step guide through a single,
well-developed writing assignment. A section called “Getting Ready to
Write” includes practice in formulating topic sentences, developing ideas,
and organizing materials before students compose their own paragraphs.
Each mode is not only described in text but also vividly illustrated through an
easy-to-grasp blueprint of the essentials.



xxii PREFACE

* Readings. Selections from contemporary writers stimulate student interest,
exemplify rhetorical modes, guide analysis, and suggest topics for additional
writing.

* Writing from Source Material. This unique feature provides data that stu-
dents may employ as they gain experience with writing summaries, para-
phrasing, quoting, and making attributions, but without requiring indepen-
dent library research.

* “A Writer Speaks.” These boxes feature writers, editors, and professors who
give advice and encouragement to students by discussing their own compos-
ing practices and recounting their struggles and experience. All contributions
are original and were commissioned solely for this book.

* Chapter Goals. These chapter openers address student aims instead of
merely foreshadowing chapter headings.

* Tip Boxes. These boxes throughout the text provide helpful advice and
mnemonic aids.

* “If Your First Language Is Not English” Boxes. These boxes provide helpful
and timely advice for the specific needs of this growing segment of the stu-
dent population. However, the boxes are not solely intended for non-English
dominant, or ESL, writers; they are also useful to writers of all backgrounds
and all ages.

* Glossary. Key terms are highlighted in the text and defined in a glossary at
the back of the book.

NEW TO THE SIXTH EDITION

The sixth edition of Composing with Confidence has been revised with an eye
toward increasing the emphasis on process, accessibility to students, ease of
use for instructors, and adaptability to a variety of programs and teaching ap-
proaches.

¢ Synthesis for Success. This series of charts and graphics at the end of each
unit provides students with a clear summary of and cross-reference to the
unit’s most important points.

¢ A Word About Words. Intended to engender in students a curiosity about
and love for language, these boxes in the margins of each chapter present fas-
cinating information about the roots of English and unusual etymologies.

* Dual Editing for Mastery Exercises. These chapter-concluding activities in
Unit IV allow students to test their knowledge of the skills taught in the chap-
ter, check their work in the answer key, and then apply their knowledge a sec-
ond time.

e New Visual Prompts. Additional photographs and artwork provide subject
matter for student writing.

e Writing for Mastery. Concluding each chapter in Unit I1I, this section offers
multiple prompts for writing, including writing in response to readings.

e New Chapter on Writing on the Job. This chapter provides students with ad-
vice and models on three important types of workplace writing: the letter of
application, the résumé, and the memo.

* New Readings. The number of readings at the end of the book has been in-
creased to sixteen, and many of them are new, including several written by
students and two separate renderings of a column by Bob Greene: the first as
it originally appeared, the second as it was abridged in Reader’s Digest.
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Quotations and Proverbs. This new quotation bank at the back of the book
provides inspiration and prompts for even more writing.
Answer Key. All odd-numbered items and answers to the first of each pair of
“Editing for Mastery” exercises are listed here, allowing students to work in-
dependently and instructors to individualize instruction.

THE TEACHING AND LEARNING PACKAGE

Each component of the teaching and learning package has been crafted to ensure
that the course is a rewarding experience for both instructors and students.

The Instructor’s Manual contains teaching tips, sources of additional infor-
mation, sample course syllabi, and answers to all in-text questions.
0-321-08834-4

The Test Bank contains a profusion of additional quizzes, tests, and exercises
keyed to each chapter in the student text. The test bank is printed on 8 /3" x 11"
paper and is perforated for easy removal and copying. 0-321-08833-6

For additional exercises, resources, and Internet activities, be sure to visit the
Companion Web site at http://www.ablongman.com/mevyers.

In addition to the book-specific supplements discussed above, a series of

other skills-based supplements are available for both instructors and students.
All of these supplements are available either free or at greatly reduced prices.

For Additional Reading and Reference

The Dictionary Deal. Two dictionaries can be shrinkwrapped with this title
either free or at a nominal fee. The New American Webster Handy College
Dictionary is a paperback reference text with more than 100,000 entries.
Merriam Webster's Collegiate Dictionary, tenth edition, is a hardback reference
with a citation file of more than 14.5 million examples of English words
drawn from actual use. For more information on how to shrinkwrap a dictio-
nary with your text, please contact your Longman sales representative.
Penguin Quality Paperback Titles. A series of Penguin paperbacks is avail-
able at a significant discount when shrinkwrapped with any Longman
English title. Some titles available are Toni Morrison’s Beloved, Julia Alvarez’s
How the Garcia Girls Lost Their Accents, Mark Twain’s Huckleberry Finn,
Narrative of The Life of Frederick Douglass, Harriet Beecher Stowe’s Uncle Tom's
Cabin, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr's Why We Can't Wait, and plays by
Shakespeare, Miller, and Albee. For a complete list of titles or more informa-
tion, please contact your Longman sales consultant.

The Pocket Reader and The Brief Pocket Reader, First Edition. These inex-
pensive volumes contain 50 readings and 80 brief readings, respectively. Each
reading is brief (1-3 pages each). The readers are theme-based: writers on
writing, nature, women and men, customs and habits, politics, rights and
obligations, and coming of age. Also included is an alternate rhetorical table
to contents. Ask your Longman sales representative for more information.
100 Things to Write About. This 100-page book contains 100 individual as-
signments for writing on a variety of topics and in a wide range of formats,
from expressive to analytical. Ask your Longman sales representative for a
sample copy. 0-673-98239-4

Newsweek Alliance. Instructors may choose to shrinkwrap a 12-week sub-
scription to Newsweek with any Longman text. The price of the subscription is
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57 cents per issue (a total of $6.84 for the subscription). Available with the
subscription is a free “Interactive Guide to Newsweek”—a workbook for stu-
dents who are using the text. In addition, Newsweek provides a wide variety of
instructor supplements free to teachers, including maps, Skills Builders, and
weekly quizzes. For more information on the Newsweek program, please con-
tact your Longman sales representative.

Electronic and Online Offerings

e [NEW] The Longman Writer’s Warehouse. The innovative and exciting on-

line supplement is the perfect accompaniment to any developmental writing
course. Created by developmental English instructors specially for develop-
ing writers, The Writer’s Warehouse covers every part of the writing process.
Also included are journaling capabilities, multimedia activities, diagnostic
tests, an interactive handbook, and a complete instructor’s manual. The
Writer’s Warehouse requires no space on your school’s server; rather, stu-
dents complete and store their work on the Longman server, and are able to
access it, revise it, and continue working at any time. For more details about
how to shrinkwrap a free subscription to The Writer’s Warehouse with this
text, please consult your Longman sales representative. For a free guided tour
of the site, visit http:/ /longmanwriterswarehouse.com.

The Writer’s ToolKit Plus. This CD-ROM offers a wealth of tutorial, exercise,
and reference material for writers. It is compatible with either a PC or Macintosh
platform, and is flexible enough to be used either occasionally for practice or
regularly in class lab sessions. For information on how to bundle this CD-ROM
free with your text, please contact your Longman sales representative.

GrammarCoach Software. This interactive tutorial helps students practice
the basics of grammar and punctuation through 600 self-grading exercises in
such problem areas as fragments, run-ons, and agreement. IBM diskette only.
0-205-26509-X

The Longman Electronic Newsletter. Twice a month during the spring and
fall, instructors who have subscribed receive a free copy of the Longman
Developmental English Newsletter in their e-mailbox. Written by experienced
classroom instructors, the newsletter offers teaching tips, classroom activities,
book reviews, and more. To subscribe, visit the Longman Basic Skills Web site
at http:/ /www.ablongman.com/basicskills, or send an e-mail to

Basic Skills@ablongman.com.

For Instructors

¢ Electronic Test Bank for Writing. This electronic test bank features more than

5,000 questions in all areas of writing, from grammar to paragraphing,
through essay writing, research, and documentation. With this easy-to-use
CD-ROM, instructors simply choose questions from the electronic test bank,
then print out the completed test for distribution. CD-ROM: 0-321-08117-X
Print version: 0-321-08486-1

Competency Profile Test Bank, Second Edition. This series of 60 objective
tests covers ten general areas of English competency, including fragments;
comma splices and run-ons; pronouns; commas; and capitalization. Each test
is available in remedial, standard, and advanced versions. Available as repro-
ducible sheets or in computerized versions. Free to instructors. Paper version:
0-321-02224-5 Computerized IBM: 0-321-02633-0 Computerized Mac:
0-321-02632-2.
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Diagnostic and Editing Tests and Exercises, Fifth Edition. This collection of
diagnostic tests helps instructors assess students’ competence in Standard
Written English for purpose of placement or to gauge progress. Available as
reproducible sheets or in computerized versions, and free to instructors.
Paper: 0-321-11730-1. CD-ROM: 0-321-11731-X.

ESL Worksheets, Third Edition. These reproducible worksheets provide ESL
students with extra practice in areas they find the most troublesome. A diag-
nostic test and post-test are provided, along with answer keys and suggested
topics for writing. Free to adopters. 0-321-07765-2

Longman Editing Exercises. 54 pages of paragraph editing exercises give stu-
dents extra practice using grammar skills in the context of longer passages.
Free when packaged with any Longman title. 0-205-31792-8 Answer Key:
0-205-31797-9

80 Practices. A collection of reproducible, ten-item exercises that provide ad-
ditional practices for specific grammatical usage problems, such as comma
splices, capitalization, and pronouns. Includes an answer key, and free to
adopters. 0-673-53422-7

CLAST Test Package, Fourth Edition. These two 40-item objective tests evalu-
ate students’ readiness for the CLAST exams. Strategies for teaching CLAST
preparedness are included. Free with any Longman English title. Reproducible
sheets:  0-321-01950-4. Computerized IBM version: 0-321-01982-2.
Computerized Mac version: 0-321-01983-0

TASP Test Package, Third Edition. These 12 practice pre-tests and post-tests
assess the same reading and writing skills covered in the TASP examination.
Free with any Longman English title. Reproducible sheets: 0-321-01959-8
Computerized IBM version: 0-321-01985-7. Computerized Mac version:
0-321-01984-9

Teaching Online: Internet Research, Conversation, and Composition, Second
Edition. Ideal for instructors who have never surfed the Net, this easy-to-
follow guide offers basic definitions, numerous examples, and step-by-step
information about finding and using Internet sources. Free to adopters.
0-321-01957-1

Teaching Writing to the Non-Native Speaker. This booklet examines the is-
sues that arise when non-native speakers enter the developmental classroom.
Free to instructors, it includes profiles of international and permanent ESL
students, factors influencing second-language acquisition, and tips on man-
aging a multicultural classroom. 0-673-97452-9

LIsing Portfolios. This supplement offers teachers a brief introduction to teach-
ing with portfolios in composition courses. This essential guide address the
pedagogical and evaluate use of portfolios, and offers practical suggestions for
implementing a portfolio evaluation system in a writing class. 0-321-08412-8

[NEW] The Longman Guide to Classroom Management. Written by Joannis
Flatley of St. Philip’s College, the first in Longman’s new series of mono-
graphs for developmental English instructors focuses on issues of classroom
etiquette, providing guidance on dealing with unruly, unengaged, disruptive,
or uncooperative students. Ask your Longman sales representative for a free
copy. 0-321-09246-5

[NEW] The Longman Instructor Planner. This all-in-one resource for in-
structors includes monthly and weekly planning sheets, to-do lists, student
contact forms, attendance rosters, a gradebook, an address/phone book,
and a mini almanac. Ask your Longman sales representative for a free copy.
0-321-09247-3
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For Students

® Researching Online, Fifth Edition. A perfect companion for a new age, this
indispensable new supplement helps students navigate the Internet. Adapted
from Teaching Online, the instructor’s Internet guide, Researching Online
speaks direct to students, giving them detailed, step-by-step instructions for
performing electronic searches. Available free when shrinkwrapped with this
text. 0-321-09277-5

* Learning Together: An Introduction to Collaborative Theory. This brief guide
to the fundamentals of collaborative learning teaches students how to work
effectively in groups, how to revise with peer response, and how to co-author
a paper or report. Shrinkwrapped free with any Longman Basic Skills text.
0-673-46848-8

* A Guide for Peer Response, Second Edition. This guide offers students forms
for peer critiques, including general guidelines and specific forms for differ-
ent stages in the writing process. Also appropriate for freshman-level course.
Free to adopters. 0-321-01948-2

* Ten Practices of Highly Successful Students. This popular supplement helps
students learn crucial study skills, offering concise tips for a successful career
in college. Topics include time management, test-taking, reading critically,
stress, and motivation. 0-205-30769-8

® Thinking Through the Test, by D. ]. Henry. This special workbook, prepared
specially for students in Florida, offers ample skill and practice exercises to
help students prep for the Florida State Exit Exam. To shrinkwrap this
workbook free with your textbook, please contact your Longman sales rep-
resentative. Available in two versions: with answers and without answers.
Also available: Two laminated grids (one for reading, one for writing) that
can serve as handy references for students preparing for the Florida State
Exit Exam.

* [NEW] The Longman Writer’s Journal. This journal for writers, free with any
Longman English text, offers students a place to think, write, and react. For an
examination copy, contact your Longman sales consultant. 0-321-08639-2

* [NEW] The Longman Researcher’s Journal. This journal for writers and re-
searchers, free with this text, helps students plan, schedule, write, and revise
their research project. An all-in-one resource for first-time researchers, the
journal guides students gently through the research process. 0-321-09530-8

* [NEW] The Longman Writer’s Portfolio. This unique supplement provides
students with a space to plan, think about, and present their work. The port-
folio includes an assessing/organizing area (including a grammar diagnostic
test, a spelling quiz, and project planning worksheets), a before and during
writing area (including peer review sheets, editing checklists, writing self-
evaluations, and a personal editing profile), and an after-writing area (includ-
ing a progress chart, a final table of contents, and a final assessment). Ask
your Longman sales representative for ISBN 0-321-10765-9.
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