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PREFACE

NEW TO THIS EDITION

+ Updated tables & charts

+ New photos to reflect current administration

+ Contemporary examples have been incorporated into the text
+ Minor errors, omissions, etc. have been rectified

+ Stronger focus on state and local criminal justice agencies

+ Three years of research incorporated into text

Public policy is the study of the choices the government makes in dealing with a problem.
Criminal justice is the study of the organization, function, and processes of the agencies that deal
with the problem of crime, namely, the police, courts, and corrections. While the study of public
policy is not relegated to any particular discipline or field, the study of criminal justice is in real-
ity a discipline that pulls from many other disciplines, such as sociology/criminology, public ad-
ministration, and law. Combining these two areas of study, public policy and criminal justice, we
are then talking about the study of the choices that government makes in dealing with the prob-
lem of crime through policy that impacts the criminal justice system.

The study of the public policy of crime and criminal justice is important for all citizens
but especially for the student of criminal justice, for it helps us understand the process by
which public policy is made and why we have the crime policy we have today. Understanding
the public policy process, how the various actors influence public policy, and ultimately how
this comes to impact the criminal justice system serves to remind us that our democratic sys-
tem of government and its policies constitute a political process. And there can be little dis-
pute that crime has become a major political issue of our day. Recognizing that the formation
of crime policy is indeed a political process not only helps us understand current criminal
justice policies but also points us in the direction for how best to shape future crime policy
in America.

Although there have been many criminal justice journal articles addressing the public pol-
icy of crime and criminal justice, there has been a dearth of books related to this subject. While
there have been some edited readers and books that provide a scanty overview of the topic, this is
the first serious attempt at a definitive textbook detailing the public policy process as it relates to
crime and criminal justice. It is our hope that this book will help fill a gap in our collective knowl-
edge and that it will serve the students of criminal justice well.

To that end, the book is divided into four parts. Part 1 deals with the criminal justice policy
process by providing an overview of criminal justice and public policy in chapter 1, explaining
the important role that ideology plays in chapter 2, and then conveying the policy process and the
different perspectives in regard to this process in chapter 3. Part 2 then analyzes the important ac-
tors and the roles they play in the public policy process. Individual chapters are dedicated to the
executive, legislative, and judicial branches of government as well as the bureaucracies, public
opinion and the media (collectively in one chapter), and interest groups. Part 3 focuses on the
role that the criminal justice system plays in the public policy process with chapters dedicated to
the police, courts, and corrections as well as the juvenile justice system. Finally, Part 4, with only
one chapter, provides an in-depth case study to walk the reader through a specific real-world
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example of a policy that has had a significant impact on criminal justice in America, namely, the
Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act of 1994, with its focus on community policing
and the “100,000 Cops” program.

Nancy E. Marion
Willard M. Oliver
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