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PREFACE

THE scope of secondary education is now so broad, its
purpose and aim are so diversified, that no one specialist can
aspire to be accepted as an authority in the entire field.
The content of secondary education is so diverse, methods of
instruction and of administration are so varied, that no one
practitioner can hope to present views acceptable to all en-
gaged in the field. When unity of views or of practice does
not exist, it is impossible to express a unified philosophy or
to formulate a procedure universally valid. Under such cir-
cumstances, it seems best to prepare the prospective teacher
or administrator for his work by giving him the conclusions
representing the best thought and practice in this entire field.
Especially is this procedure advantageous if, as in the case
of this volume, the specialists writing have a broad acquaint-
ance with present practices, intelligent views and wide sym-
pathies in the whole field of education, and also a tolerance
of innovation justified by experience.

The insight which results from the consideration of views
of many specialists, thus animated by a common purpose and
possessing a wide experience in our secondary schools, is
superior to the unity which may come from the views of one
man no matter what his qualifications. Moreover, the prin-
ciples thus derived will be much more representative of
actual conditions, and hence will offer a more adequate
preparation for the novice.

Several of the chapters of this volume are taken wholly or
in part from the Cyclopedia of Education. The remaining
chapters are prepared for this volume alone. The author of

any chapter has no responsibility for the views expressed in
A\



vi Preface

any other; nor is the editor necessarily in sympathy with the
views expressed. At various points there may be conflict
between the views advanced by the various writers. The
unity of the volume is to be found in a common purpose, a
sympathetic and tolerant attitude, and the experience upon
which the views of each specialist are based.

The purpose of this volume is to furnish the student a
body of fact and opinion that through study and discussion he
may acquire some knowledge of the entire field of secondary

education, its purposes and its problems.
THE EDITOR.
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