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Conducting Preschool Education

Passage A A Shout Out to Preschool Teachers
Everywhere!

Cindi Rigsbee

Last week I gave a speech to beginning teachers and mentors in a large school district in my state.
I always begin my presentations by trying to get to know my audience, much like the way I get to
know the students in my classroom on the first day of school. So I begin by playing a little game I
call “That’s Me!” I say a statement like “I am a high school teacher” and all the high school teachers
Jjump up and shout, “That’s Me!” It’s just loads of fun. So on this day I named everything I could
think of from beginning teachers to mentors to elementary, middle, and high school teachers to
administrators.

When I finished I asked, “Did I forget anyone?” All of a sudden a gang of teachers jumped up and
yelled, “Preschool teachers!” Preschool teachers...oh my gosh! How could I have forgotten about them? I
acknowledged them and apologized for the oversight. I then took a minute to tell them about my experience
with my granddaughter Taylor as she started preschool last August. It had been a defining moment.

So as I was driving home, I had a little time (three hours, to be exact) to think about the role of the
preschool teacher. I was thinking about how cute those little kiddies are and how they never curse at
the teacher or forget their homework. I had some nice little daydreams about becoming a preschool
teacher, just another idea in a long list of potential opportunities that I’ve thought about recently. I
must be having a career identity crisis.

Today I had the chance to test my skills. I had Taylor over so I thought we’d have some school
time after nap. We started a little shaky, though. I first became aware that Taylc;r was awake when I
heard her shrieking, “It’s a HEART ATTACK! It’s a HEART ATTACK!” from the bed. Apparently,
the dog was excited to hear Taylor rustling in the covers and jumped on her as a friendly doggie
greeting. Taylor was not quite as excited.

After a nice snack of cheese nips and apple juice, I gathered the materials and started “school.”
First I wrote Taylor’s name in big letters with my marker and asked her to copy them with hers. She
did really well with “T”. She did pretty well with “A”. Then she took the marker and wrote on my
sleeve. Realizing that the first green mark was not nearly big enough, she made another one, this
time longer and thicker, and running the length of my arm. Before 1 could reprimand her, she began
writing on her own hand.
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“Taylor,” I said. “What’s Mommy going to say when she sees marker on your hand?” She continued
working on her body art creation. “She will say she LUB me.”

Hmmm. I then used my best refocus tools to get her back on track—Cookies.

She attempted the other letters but was obviously losing interest so I decided to try something I had
. heard preschool teachers talk about: a part of their curriculum called “dramatic play.” Taylor loves
to play “pretend” so I thought this activity would be very educational.

We walked over to the toy box, and I grabbed some play cups, plates, and a little set of utensils—
a spoon, a little strainer, and a measuring cup. Taylor immediately grabbed the strainer and came
at me like a race horse out of a gate. Before I knew what was happening she announced, “Let’s
flush out your nose” and jammed the cute little strainer halfway up my face. I was horrified, not to
mention in pain, so I tried to find a diversion. I reached for a ball, but she was on me again, this time
explaining, “We have to get all that gooky out!”

Finally I had the ball in my clutches.

“Here, Taylor. Catch.” Taylor obediently caught the ball...then she promptly beaned me in the just
flushed nose.

“We’re playing football,” she squealed.

Then I got another idea. Preschool teachers surely take their students outside to learn about nature.
Taylor and I filled her Disney Princess pitcher with water and braced ourselves against the winter
elements to water some flowers. She did great for two seconds. Then she “watered” my car. It’s
okay. The ice will melt in the spring.

It was about that time I realized that I may not ever be a good preschool teacher. So I decided to
conduct a little research.

“Taylor,” I asked. “What do you learn at school?”
“My A’s and B’s,” she answered.

“What else?”

“I learn to be nice. No biting. No pushing.”

I’m thinking...no nose flushing.

But it’s okay, Taylor. We can play school like that anytime you want...because I LUB you. And
thank you for helping me understand that there is no preschool classroom in my future. Not for all
the cheese nips and apple juice in the world.
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ew Words
1. preschool a. BB, R
2. mentor n. BT, ALK FERRBI
3. gang n. —fk, —#, —H&
4. yell v. M, KA
5. gosh interj. (FI A R Godh BPEILIL) W
6. acknowledge V. FE R
7. oversight n. WA, RE
8. define v. HERHER T
9. cute a. BB, RN, EANEEN
10. kiddy n. HE1 /NZ, /DEEK
11. curse V. HIT
12. shaky a. RIRFER, RUTFEWN
13. shriek v. Zany
14. rustle V. KBV
15. snack n. Iz, R
16. nip n. —/INREER ST
17. sleeve n. #T
18. reprimand V. INES
19. refocus v. HRERE
20. track n. 215713
21. curriculum n. W
22. grab V. FH, H#B3F
23. utensil n. 2E
24. strainer n. UERE, IEM
25. flush v. e
26. jam V. EE, BE
27. diversion n. L7724
28. gooky a. Ky, ERA, BUER
29. clutch n. 3R
30. obediently ad. Je:
31. promptly ad. g, HiE
32. bean V. Bip Nt
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33. squeal V. Zxny
34. pitcher n. KoK HE
35. melt v. : Rtk

Qotes

1. I always begin my presentations by trying to get to know my audience, much like the way I get
to know the students in my classroom on the first day of school.
TEE I IR B R B RIEINRBITARAN], BBRRERER EE—FiRHARR
M TR,
presentation: HHEE L EH Y%

2. All of a sudden a gang of teachers jumped up and yelled, “Preschool teachers!”
IR, —REEITGER, KEE, “4hLEEM 7
all of a sudden: %
a gang of: —{k, —8¥

3. I must be having a career identity crisis.

H—E BIETELTHBY S5 B,

4. T had Taylor over so I thought we’d have some school time after nap.
RIFERPBRIORME, HAAF RS AT AG it b AR,
have sh. over: HFEARFME

5. Apparently, the dog was excited to hear Taylor rustling in the covers and jumped on her as a

friendly doggie greeting.
B8, MITBIREHERTFEROHBREWESE, EEXNAE, LHBkFME B, nit
Tk MR SFH 5

doggie: (JLiE) /M, 7

6. ...she made another one, this time longer and thicker, and running the length of my arm.

------ WOUHE T —&KEF, R ER, RBESRFEEUWT .
7. She will say she LUB me.
iR ITN LpE
LUB: 7EiX B 248 love, X R F A Taylor & HAFEREMLloveli i YLUB,

8. Ithen used my best refocus tools to get her back on track—Cookies.

K5, RIABRBERNFE—UF— SRS EEHR2IESN X,
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&xercises

1. Choose the best answer.

1) Whom did the author forget about when she played a little game to get to know the audience?
A. High school teachers.
B. Beginning teachers.
C. Administrators.

D. Preschool teachers.

2) Why did the author think of becoming a preschool teacher?
A. She was experiencing a career identity crisis.
B. She felt sorry to the preschool teachers.
C. She thought those little kids were very cute.
D. She was thinking about changing a job recently.

3) How did Taylor do when she wrote her own name?
A. She did quite well with first two letters.
B. She couldn’t write even one letter.
C. She lost interest in the game from the very beginning.

D. She wrote her name on the author’s arm.

4) How did Taylor behave when the author tried the curriculum called “dramatic play”?
A. Taylor wasn’t interested in playing this game.
B. Taylor was horrified to play this game.
C. Taylor grabbed the strainer and jammed it up the author’s face.
D. Taylor played the game very well to the satisfaction of the author.

5) What was Taylor’s response when the author played the ball game with her?
A. Taylor played the game obediently all the time.
B. Taylor hit the ball on the author’s nose.
C. Taylor threw the ball outside the room.
D. Taylor couldn’t catch that gooky ball.

2. Complete the statements that follow the questions.

1) Why did the author play the game called “That’s me!” to begin the presentation?
Because the author tried to

2) Why did the author have Taylor over?
The author wanted to




BREE
B2 RHRES

3) What did Taylor take as snack before starting school?
Taylor had a nice snack of

4) Why did the author take Taylor outside to water flowers?
Because the author wanted Taylor to

5) How did the author feel after the school time with Taylor?
The author understood that there was

3. Match the following words with the definitions below and then fill in the
blanks with their proper forms.

elementary  gang apparently grab obedient
cute wander attempt dramatic prompt
define curse curriculum diversion melt

1) (verb) to utter impolite words to express violent anger
Every time he saw me, he his bad luck.

2) (verb) to move around in an area or go from place to place without any special purpose
What’s the matter with Jenny? She was aimlessly up and down the road.

3) (noun) group of young people, usu. males in their teens and early twenties
After careful investigation, the police found that the phone box was damaged by a
of youths living in the neighborhood.

4) (verb) to grasp sth. suddenly or roughly
A man walking ahead of me suddenly turned round, my bag from my

hand and ran off.

5) (adjective) of play for the theater, radio or TV
The play is a representation of a real event.

6) (noun) entertaining activity, esp. one that turns the attention from work, study, etc.
It’s difficult to concentrate when there are many

7) (adjective) easily to solve or answer
The questions were so that he easily passed the test.
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8) (adjective) sharp-witted; clever
It’s my feeling that I have had enough of your remarks.

9) (verb) to show clearly; outline
When boundaries between countries are not clearly , there is usually
trouble.

10) (adverb) as it seems
He had escaped by bribing a guard.

11) (verb) to make an effort to accomplish; try to do sth.
The prisoners an escape, but failed.

12) (noun) subjects included in a course of study or taught at a particular school, college, etc.

Is German on your school’s for MBA?

13) (adjective) willing to obey; doing what one is told to do
The preschool teacher likes John most because he is the most one among
all the children.

14) (adjective) done without delay; punctual
payment of the invoice would be highly appreciated.

15) (verb) to become liquid through heating
The ice when the hot sun shone on it.

4. Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese into English,
using the phrases given below.

shoutout allofasudden have sb.over be/become aware of/that

come at flush out not to mention reach for
1) Inthe 21st century, everyone FHERATEENEER).

2) I was recommended fruit juices (MK NHERR R EY ).

3) He has a big house and an expensive car,

(EAAREEEEE —EHET).

4) When the dog is approaching him, he (B 25k —Beh 3k).
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5) 1 will be GEJLALAAA 3 Z 2 1R) tomorrow evening.

6) The cute girl (FEIR RGN B CHET).

7) We were driving fast along the expressway,

(RRRRTARBRT).

8) His words added fuel to the fire. She (BT afh¥r ).

Reading Skills

@xpansion of Topic Sentence

FAIRE

TEFFA S, A% TIREEANFERETT, 8 THE - BE S L8R R
HLL BRRADE, B - TRETREZNHS. B, XMEEFHEMGS RS
HHAfERR? XMEARTHEHROANE, BIXTEEANYT B, E—RXES, LH
H—AEE, WAAEFEAEEL, AT, RREHAX EEHTHRE. 5. &Y.
FEEEH, E—NRER, BT EEmS, HinmaTaRBESXANEERIFH, BEH
B, BCAANR, BUERE, B8R, RMNERZNEFEANYT R, ERBERMNIXCENA
REEFRA. EARW TR, BPRMNEAHBISEENSERRBNSE, ATHE
B A SR EEE, RNEERNEML, MBEREAXMATNE. BAY REIH
ZHFi4] (supporting details), .0 B IEEBIAIR, Bk, RAEHF_FEEE. Al
R, BRI RA BB, MR, RIOTEELBREEXTHE
(theme) . ".[>EAE (main idea) FIFEFHA) (topic sentence) WIIEE, [ERFLENEH X4
%5 (supporting details) FIFIH, FHI24BIULEACE AP B AN HEEKEE,

Sample 1

Read the following paragraph and point out its topic sentence and the expansion
of topic sentence.

@ Body temperature can affect how happily, or unhappily, we awaken. @ During the course of
a day, our body temperature rises and falls at regular times. @ Although we don’t notice the
change, it does affect our sleeping patterns. @ When body temperature is up, we are awaken.
® As it falls, we grow tired and, eventually, we sleep. ® As a result, anyone who has a fast-rising
temperature cycle is a “morning person” and can bounce out of bed. @ An “evening person” on
the other hand, has a body temperature that rises slowly. ® It.-doesn’t hit its high point until mid-

afternoon, when this person feels best.
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FEXCFREEHHWRRMNOFESERO XA, RERK, OREEM, 0~0HE
PRA, SR T RIBREAE, DARKIR ARG IR ) R R AR, @
AR LA AR R T RSB IE,

Sample 2

Read the following paragraph and analyze the relations between the topic
sentence and its expansion.

@ I am always worried before a swim. @ I don’t know until the day of the race what the water
will be. ® Will the wind be whipping up 15-foot waves? @ Or will the surface of the water be
like glass? & On the morning of a swim, our trainers wake us at around 3 a.m. for breakfast.
® We see the press, we eat. @ Nobody talks. ® The tension in the room is amazing. @ I never
look at the swimmers. @ I look out at the lake and wonder what it will do to me. @ 1 wonder
whether I’ll be able to cross it. @ The race is more than me against my competition. @ There is
always the risk that I may not conquer the water.

AEEIEERITIK, B -ANAAER.: EEMNFKHET. @~ omibd THMIKEA
EHNE, ©~OaMETIFKIKEKIA, ©®~ OAXEZEFNILE, BidXEH
TAREE, SARKEEEMESE, A%, Ak,

:ﬁxercises

Read the following passage, and then fill in the table.

® In 1860, Fishport was a small rural settlement on the west of Newland with a population of 204
pioneers. @ The inhabitants were small farmers and fishermen. @ They farmed the land during
the summer months and survived the subzero temperatures from November to May by fishing and
hunting. @ The population of Fishport rose steadily. ® The birth rate and longevity increased,
and child mortality decreased due to improvements in medical care and greater attention to
problems of nutrition. ® By 1950, there were 2,000 people living the community.

@ In the 1940s and early 1950s, exploration companies discovered large deposits of iron ore
and other minerals in a region some 500km inland. There is now a 500km railroad which
carries minerals from Iron City and Fairview to Fishport. ® There, the minerals are loaded
directly onto ships to be transported to the industrial centers in southern Newland or exported
to foreign countries. @ As a result of this development, Fishport’s population rose dramatically
until, by 1980, there were 110,000 residents. @ Immigration from other countries was higher
than that of other areas of Newland and, consequently, Fishport is now a multi-lingual urban
community. @ It has a small but busy airport and road, rail and sea links with most important
towns in the rest of the country.

® The Fishport town council is now seriously concerned about the size of the community and
about its future. @ If the town continues to grow at the same rate as for the last twenty-year
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period, it will bave nearly 200,000 inhabitants in the near future. ® If this happens, hospitals,
housing, schools and other important services will all be inadequate.

Information about the occupations of the early inhabitants of Fishport is found in sentences
® and @ in the passage. In which sentence(s) are the following ideas or information
contained? Write the number(s) of the sentence(s) in the blanks on the right.

Ideas or Information sentences

e.g. Information about the occupation of the early inhabitant of Fishport. (ORE)

@ The fact that January temperatures in Fishport are usually below freezing
point.

@ Reasons why the population of Fishport increased from 1860 to 1950.

® The cause of the rapid increase in Fishport’s population starting in the 1950s.

@ Information suggesting that the occupation of the majority of Fishport’s
inhabitants is no longer farming and fishing.

® The fact that more than one language is spoke in Fishport.

® Information about Fishport’s present public transportation services.

@ Specific causes of concern for the town council about Fishport’s future.

Passage B How Do I Help My Preschooler
Beat Separation Anxiety?

Read the passage and choose the best answer.

1) How did Julia behave on the first day of her preschool class?
A. She shed a few tears for her mommy.
B. She behaved perfectly well.
C. She wanted to rescue from the preschool.
D. She sat outside the door.

2) Why did the author sit outside the door overhearing her daughter’s cry?
A. The author wanted her daughter to survive and beat her fear.
B. The author knew that Julia was just being naughty.
C. The author knew that Julia was not profoundly anxious.
D. The author recalled her own anxious feeling.

10



