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Preface

The United States is a member of an increasingly interdependent world community.
Today, nations are linked by sophisticated communications, international financial and
commodity markets, efficient and low-cost international transport systems, and both
traditional and more innovative agricultural production systems. In many nations, such
changes encourage development of highly skilled scientific institutions. Consequently,
international concerns are everyone’s concern—from the heartland of America, to big
coastal cities such as Los Angeles and New York. Many employment opportunities will
have an international dimension requiring one to three years in a foreign branch or
subsidiary, or at least occasional overseas travel. An increasing proportion of U.S.
students will either work abroad, work for a company that has vital interests abroad, or
work for a company that experiences significant competition from abroad. Most
importantly, all students will become citizens in a society which must find its way in an
increasingly competitive and complex international environment.

Students must also understand the basic importance of agriculture to overall
economic development, both in the US. and in other nations. Too often in the past,
agriculture has been viewed as a tradition-bound sector with a sole mission of providing
food and fiber. It is long overdue that agriculture be seen in a much broader context, and
as the principal source from which overall development can rapidly and successfully
emanate.

Agriculture in the U.S. cannot be readily understood unless there is a conscious effort
to understand how it relates to those who are directly or indirectly associated with
agriculture throughout the world. A study secking to assist students to become
knowledgeable of the relative significance of agriculture should have agricultural
production worldwide as a central point of reference. However, most basic are the major
aspects of processing, marketing, and distribution. It seems logical to include as a part of
the study of international agriculture the particular influences that affect each of the
aforementioned. For example, some of the influences include world population and the
demand for food and fiber, energy and environment, appropriate technologies, social/
cultural/political influences, world trade, financing of agricultural institutions, agencies
providing supportive services, technology-transfer information, and literacy and re-
sources for learning (as well as basic survival needs).
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Preface ix

Union. The approximately 284 million people in the eleven states are no longer Soviet
citizens. They are citizens of their own independent states. Romania, Bulgaria, Czecho-
slovakia, Hungary, and Poland (collectively known as Eastern Europe) have assumed
individual identities and are in the process of demanding democratic reform. Examples
abound relative to the day-to-day changes in world events. It is essential that all students
attempt to remain abreast of these events and the extent to which they are impacted by
these events. Hopefully, this text reflects the current status of these evolving changes. 1t
can be assured that “agriculture” will be a topic of study and discussion in every country
and region of the world.
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viii Preface

Because internationalization of the agricultural curriculum represents a most recent
initiative for secondary and post-secondary curricular modification, this text was
developed with the intent of infusing essential concepts and ideas into the subject
matter.

There is strong evidence that improved education results in the development and
well-being of a modern agriculture, both in the US. and abroad. Better educated and
skilled people readily adopt new technology. People make the land productive and the
industry successful. Investments in both basic and technical skills will greatly improve
the potential for increasing agricultural output and all goods and services in a nation’s
economy.

“A shrinking world and increasing global interdependence are bringing new
challenges and opportunities to everyone involved in agriculture. Organizations in-
volved with international agricultural development efforts are placing increased empha-
sis on technical assistance and training related to improved and appropriate methods for
the transfer of technology. A marked shift has also occurred in recent years, with the
result that training programs in many countries are becoming more people oriented.
Consequently, teachers of agriculture, extensionists, and related human development
specialists are now sought for overseas development assignments on a scale commensu-
rate with that experienced by agricultural scientists and technicians in recent years.

During the past two decades, agricultural institutions in the U.S. have been
increasingly called upon to expand their participation in international agriculture ac-
tivities, especially in the developing countries.”* Therefore, portions of this text address
some of the development activities in which various nations require assistance.

Ultimately, this text should serve to provide essential fundamental information as it
pertains to agriculture internationally. Utilizing this text to enhance a student’s aware-
ness of the importance of international agriculture in general should bring about 2
greater appreciation of the role that agriculture plays in each nation’s overall economy.
It is hoped that upon completion of the text, the student will then be better prepared to
begin studies within a particular international agricultural specialization, i.e., interna-
tional agribusiness, agricultural finance, agricultural education, and many others.

Remaining abreast of world events is a difficult task because the one constant we
have is change. For example, in March of 1990, Namibia won independence from South
Africa. In May of that year, North Yemen and South Yemen united as one country. In July,
Benin changed its flag. Currently, Croatia and Slovenia have seceded from Yugoslavia.

It should be further recognized that the Soviet Union accelerated movement toward
“glasnost” (openness ), thus, eleven of twelve former Soviet Republics proclaimed the
birth of 2 democratic “Commonwealth of Independent States” and an end to the Soviet

*Source: Thummel, William L., Donald E. McCreight and Richard F. Welton. “The Role of Teacher
Education in International Agriculture.” In Arthur L. Berkey (Ed.), Teacher Education in Agriculture, 2nd
Edition (p. 263), The Interstate Publishers and Printers, Danville, [llinois. Reprinted by permission of the
American Association of Teacher Educators in Agriculture ( 1992).
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