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PREFACE

The Police in America: An Introduction provides a comprehensive introduction to
policing in America. Primarily descriptive, it is designed to offer undergraduate students
a balanced and up-to-date overview of who the police are and what they do, the
problems related to policing, and the many reforms and innovations that have been
attempted.

The third edition has been completely rewritten. It incorporates extensive new
material on community policing, problem-oriented policing, citizen oversight of the
police, and other current developments. A special effort has been made to include the
most recent research on each topic.

This book is designed primarily for undergraduate students enrolled in their first
course on the police or law enforcement. It is not a police management text, or a book
on criminal procedure.
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