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PREFACE TO FOURTH EDITION

It is five years since the last edition. During this time, the criminal
law of Scotland has continued to respond to its new, devolved and
human rights influenced legal environment. Scottish judges and
lawyers have accommodated this transformation without significant
disruption to the legal system. No doubt the forthcoming period
will see further changes, some of which cannot be anticipated at
this date. It is encouraging, however, that the Scottish Law
Commission has undertaken a thorough review of the law pertain-
ing to sexual offences. It is anticipated that legislative activity will
result.

Through all the editions of this book, we have endeavoured to
present an account of Scottish criminal law which is sensitive to its
traditions, since we value a body of law which has strong roots in
the history of the country. At the same time, we have tried to take
account of modern, theoretical work on the criminal law. We do
not see a conflict between valuing tradition and being open to new
ideas. We believe that in this way the criminal law of Scotland will
continue to meet contemporary needs as successfully as in the past.

We have been pleased by the generally positive response to the
approach that we have taken. This edition therefore adopts
substantially the same format as previous editions. We have
updated the text to take account of judicial and legislative develop-
ments up to March 1, 2008.

T.H.J.
M.G.A.C.

April, 2008
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