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Preface

This book marks the sixth collaboration of the Academic Advisory Group (AAG)
of the International Bar Association’s Section on Energy, Environment, Resources,
and Infrastructure Law (SEERIL) with Oxford University Press (OUP). Over the
years, the academic lawyers of the AAG have shaped a systematic approach to our
biennial ‘big picture’ studies of energy topics.

This collaboration has followed the prior format. At the biennial meeting of
SEERIL, the product of the prior biennium’s study is released in OUP hardcover
book form. The AAG rests only briefly on its laurels. At the same SEERIL meeting,
the AAG members vet possible topics for the next biennial study. At the April 2010
SEERIL meeting in Toronto, AAG members selected the topic of networks and their
legal implications. Networks are the physical frame of the energy marker and crucial
for securing energy supply. The organization and administration of these networks is
faced with important changes and challenges following market liberalization, climate
change, and security of supply policies leading to the introduction of new or renewable
energy sources. The topic of networks is also one linking the interests of members of
SEERIL as it relates to, and has an impact on, environmental and infrastructure law.

Individual topics were selected by the participating members in the months
that followed. A number of additional authors were selected to write chaprers
that would further expand the coverage of the book. Four editors volunteered to
guide the process through to conclusion. The authors then began or continued
their research. Most chapters were available and many authors were present at the
University of Groningen (Rijksuniversiteit Groningen, or RUG) in the last week
of May 2011 for an intensive three-day seminar. Officials of the gas transmission
company N.V. Nederlandse Gasunie (‘Gasunie’) provided expert commentary on
several papers and on the overall project. Members of the Groningen Centre of
Energy Law of the RUG provided similar expert commentary. Gasunie also pro-
vided a highly informative tour of one of its gas compressor facilities and covered
some of the cost of the meeting and the book.

We thank Gasunie, the Groningen Centre of Energy Law, and the RUG for their
generosity in this collaboration. We also thank the International Bar Association
and SEERIL for their encouragement and financial support for the work of our
group. A more personal gratitude goes to the Chair of the Council of SEERIL—
Arent van Wassenaer—for his support of this particular project and his attendance
at the midterm meeting.

As always, the midterm gathering reaffirmed some assumptions about the book
and changed others. Authors and editors returned to their word processors for the
final writing and editing that allowed the completed manuscript to reach the editors
at OUP in August 2011. We express our appreciation to Merel Alstein and Anthony
Hinton of OUP for their assistance in bringing the project to completion.

The Editors
October 2011
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