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Foreword

The age-long problem concerning the relation-
ship of law and force in international relations
has acquired special importance in the context
of today’s exacerbated international tensions and
increased threat of war, when “the very existence
of human civilisation and possibly life on Earth
are at stake.”?

While that problem is being studied by many
sciences, it concerns above all the science of in-
ternational relations and of international law.
Unfortunately, they are divided by a substantial
gap. Specialists in international relations study
the different factors that influence them, but gen-
erally exclude international law. For their part
lawyers specialising in international law make
insufficient use of the results achieved by the
science of international relations.

Yet a need has now clearly emerged for a com-
plex, integrative approach, particularly with re-
gard to the cardinal problem concerning the rela-
tion of law and force. As Academician B. M. Ked-
rov has noted, “the differentiation of sciences
is now becoming not only a condition for their
integration but also a component element of this
integration. ... In short, in that particular con-

' “Appeal of the All-Union Conference of Scientists
for Freeing Humankind from the Threat of a Nuclear
War, for Disarmament, and Peace”, Pravda, 20 May,
1983,



text scientific progress currently represents an
integral unity of opposite tendencies—differentia-
tion and integration of scientific knowledge, each of
these tendencies being only one side of the single
process of development of scientific knowledge.”?

Knowledge of international life requires not
only a growing number of disciplines that study
its individual aspects and express a tendency to-
wards science differentiation, but also an interdis-
ciplinary, systems approach. Academician G. M.
Gvishiani notes: “Expressing integrative tenden-
cies in modern scientific knowledge, the systems
approach orients special disciplines on achieving
an integral, synthetic vision of complex objects
studied.”® At the same time—and this is quite
important—*“without claiming the philosophical
generality of its conclusions, the systems approach
represents a connecting link between general
philosophical methodology and the methodologies
of special sciences.””

The present work is an attempt to apply an
integrative, systems approach to studying an impor-

* B. M. Kedrov, Klassifikatsiya nauk (A Classifica-
tion of Sciences), Vol. I, Moscow, 1961, p. 14.

*G. M. Guvishiani, ‘“Teoretiko-metodologicheskiye
osnovaniya sistemnykh issledovany i razrabotka problem
globalnogo razvitiya” (Theoretico-Methodological Foun-
dations of Systems Studies and the Elaboration of Prob-
lems of Global Development). In: Sistemniye issledova-
niya. Metodologicheskiye problemy. Yezhegodnik (Sys-
tems Studies. Methodological Problems. Yearbook), Mos-
cow, 1982, p. 13.

¢ Ibid.



