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PREFACE

xii

the MPI (Message Passing Interface) library and the OpenMP applica-

tion programming interface. It is targeted to upper-division undergradu-
ate students, beginning graduate students, and computer professionals learning
this material on their own. It assumes the reader has a good background in C
programming and has had an introductory class in the analysis of algorithms.

Fortran programmers interested in parallel programming can also benefit
from this text. While the examples in the book are in C, the underlying concepts
of parallel programming with MPI and OpenMP are essentially the same for both
C and Fortran programmers.

In the past twenty years I have taught parallel programming to hundreds
of undergraduate and graduate students. In the process I have learned a great
deal about the sorts of problems people encounter when they begin “thinking in
parallel” and writing parallel programs. Students benefit from seeing programs
designed and implemented step by step. My philosophy is to introduce new func-
tionality “just in time.” As much as possible, every new concept appears in the
context of solving a design, implementation, or analysis problem. When you see

the symbol
O—r

in a page margin, you'll know I'm presenting a key concept.

The first two chapters explain when and why parallel computing began and
gives a high-level overview of parallel architectures. Chapter 3 presents Foster’s
parallel algorithm design methodology and shows how it is used through several
case studies, Chapters 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9 demonstrate how to use the design method-
ology to develop MPI programs that solve a series of progressively more difficult
programming problems. The 27 MPI functions presented in these chapters are a
robust enough subset to implement parallel programs for a wide variety of appli-
cations. These chapters also introduce functions that simplify matrix and vector
1/0. The source code for this I/0 library appears in Appendix B.

The programs of Chapters 4, 5, 6, and 8 have been benchmarked on acommod-
ity cluster of microprocessors, and these results appear in the text. Because new
generations of microprocessors appear much faster than books can be produced,
readers will observe that the processors are several generations old. The point of
presenting the results is not to amaze the reader with the speed of the computa-
tions. Rather, the purpose of the benchmarking is to demonstrate that knowledge
of the latency and bandwidth of the interconnection network, combined with in-
formation about the performance of a sequential program, are often sufficient to
allow reasonably accurate predictions of the performance of a parallel program.

T his book is a practical introduction to parallel programming in C using
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Chapter 7 focuses on four metrics for analyzing and predicting the perfor-
mance of parallel systems: Amdahl’s Law, Gustafson-Barsis’ Law, the Karp-Flatt
metric, and the isoefficiency metric.

Chapters 10-16 provide additional examples of how to analyze a problem
and design a good parallel algorithm to solve it. At this point the development of
MPI programs implementing the paralle] algorithms is left to the reader. I present
Monte Carlo methods and the challenges associated with parallel random number
generation. Later chapters present a variety of key algorithms: matrix multipli-
cation, Gaussian elimination, the conjugate gradient method, finite difference
methods, sorting, the fast Fourier transform, backtrack search, branch-and-bound
search, and alpha-beta search.

Chapters 17 and 18 are an introduction to the new shared-memory program-
ming standard OpenMP. I present the features of OpenMP as needed to convert
sequential code segments into parallel ones. I use two case studies to demonstrate
the process of transforming MPI programs into hybrid MPI/OpenMP programs
that can exhibit higher performance on multiprocessor clusters than programs
based solely on MPI.

This book has more than enough material for a one-semester course in par-
allel programming. While parallel programming is more demanding than typical
programming, it is also more rewarding. Even with a teacher’s instruction and
support, most students are unnerved at the prospect of harnessing multiple pro-
cessors to perform a single task. However, this fear is transformed into a feeling
of genuine accomplishment when they see their debugged programs run much
faster than “ordinary” C programs. For this reason, programming assignments
should play a central role in the course.

Fortunately, parallel computers are more accessible than ever. If a commercial
parallel computer is not available, it is a straightforward task to build a small
cluster out of a few PCs, networking equipment, and free software.

Figure P.1 illustrates the precedence relations among the chapters. A solid
arrow from A to B indicates chapter B depends heavily upon material presented
in chapter A. A dashed arrow from A to B indicates a weak dependence. If
you cover the chapters in numerical order, you will satisfy all of these prece-
dences. However, if you would like your students to start programming in C with
MPI as quickly as possible, you may wish to skip Chapter 2 or only cover one
or two sections of it. If you wish to focus on numerical algorithms, you may
wish to skip Chapter 5 and introduce students to the function MPI_Bcast in
another way. If you would like to start by having your students programming
Monte Carlo algorithms, you can jump to Chapter 10 immediately after Chapter
4. If you want to cover OpenMP before MPI, you can jump to Chapter 17 after
Chapter 3.

I thank everyone at McGraw-Hill who helped me create this book, espe-
cially Betsy Jones, Michelle Flomenhoft, and Kay Brimeyer. Thank you for your
sponsorship, encouragement, and assistance. I also appreciate the help provided
by Maggie Murphy and the rest of the compositors at Interactive Composition
Corporation.



xiv

Preface

Figure P.1 Dependences among the chapters. A solid arrow
indicates a strong dependence; a dashed arrow indicates a weak
dependence.

[ am indebted to the reviewers who carefully read the manuscript, correcting
errors, pointing out weak spots, and suggesting additional topics. My thanks
to: A. P. W. Bohm, Colorado State University; Thomas Cormen, Dartmouth
College; Narsingh Deo, University of Central Florida; Philip J. Hatcher,
University of New Hampshire; Nickolas S. Jovanovic, University of Arkansas
at Little Rock; Dinesh Mehta, Colorado School of Mines; Zina Ben Miled,
Indiana University-Purdue University, Indianapolis; Paul E. Plassman,
Pennsylvania State University; Quinn O. Snell, Brigham Young University;
Ashok Srinivasan, Florida State University; Xian-He Sun, Illinois Institute of
Technology; Virgil Wallentine, Kansas State University; Bob Weems, Univer-
sity of Texas at Arlington; Kay Zemoudel, California State University-San
Bernardino; and Jun Zhang, University of Kentucky.

Many people at Oregon State University also lent me a hand. Rubin Landau
and Henri Jansen helped me understand Monte Carlo algorithms and the detailed
balance condition, respectively. Students Charles Sauerbier and Bernd Michael
Kelm suggested questions that made their way into the text. Tim Budd showed
me how to incorporate PostScript figures into LaTeX documents. Jalal Haddad
provided technical support. Thank you for your help!

Finally, I am grateful to my wife, Victoria, for encouraging me to get back
into textbook writing. Thanks for the inspiring Christmas present: Chicken Soup
for the Writer’s Soul: Stories to Open the Heart and Rekindle the Spirit of Writers.

Michael J. Quinn
Corvallis, Oregon
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