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Passage|
Pre-Reading Questions

1. What is your first impression when it comes to the topic about Great Britain?
2. Find a map of the United Kingdom and try to find out if there is any relation between
the character formation of Englishmen and its geography.



Unit 1

Englishmen, Americans, and Chinese

@/ The English Character

To other Europeans, the best known quality of the British, and in particular of the
English, is “reserved.” A reserved person is one who does not talk very much to strangers,
does not show much emotion, and seldom gets excited. It is difficult to get to know a
reserved person: he never tells you anything about himself, and you may work with him
for years without ever knowing where he lives, how many children he has, and what his
interests are. English people tend to be like that.

If they are making a journey by bus they will do their best to find an empty seat; if
by train, an empty compartment. If they have to share the compartment with a stranger,
they may travel many miles without starting a conversation. If a conversation does start,
personal questions like “How old are you?.”or even “What is your name?.”are not easily
asked.

This reluctance to communicate with others is an unfortunate quality in some ways
since it tends to give the impression of coldness, and it is true that the English (except
perhaps in the North) are not noted for their generosity and hospitality. On the other
hand, they are perfectly human behind their barrier of reserve, and may be quite pleased
when a friendly stranger or foreigner succeeds for a time in breaking the barrier down. But
people of the North and West, especially the Welsh, are much less reserved than those of
the South and East.

Closely related to English reserve is English modesty. Within their hearts, the English
are perhaps no less conceited than anybody else, but in their relations with others they
value at least a show of modesty. Self-praise is felt to be impolite. If a person is, let us say,
very good at tennis and someone asks him if he is a good player, he will seldom reply “Yes,”
because people will think him conceited. He will probably give an answer like, “I’'m not
bad.” or “I think I'm very good.” or “Well, I'm very keen on tennis.” (i.e. I'm very fond of
it.) even if he had managed to reach the finals in last year’s local championships, he would
say it in such a way as to suggest that it was only due to a piece of good luck.

The famous English sense of humor is similar. Its starting-point is self-dispraise, and
its great enemy is conceit. Its object is the ability to laugh at oneself—at one’s own faults,
one’s own failure, even at one’s own ideals. The criticism, “He has no sense of humor.” is
very commonly heard in Britain, where humor is highly prized. A sense of humor is an
attitude to life rather than the mere ability to laugh at jokes. This attitude is never cruel
or disrespectful or malicious. The English do not laugh at a cripple or a madman, or a

tragedy or an honorable failure.
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Since reserve, a show of modesty and a sense of humor are part of his own nature,
the typical Englishman tends to expect them in others. He secretly looks down on more
excitable nations, and likes to think of himself as more reliable than them. He doesn’t
trust big promises and open shows of feelings, especially if they are expressed in flowery
language. He doesn’t trust self-praise of any kind. This applies not only to what other
people may tell him about themselves orally, but to the letters they may write to him. To
those who are fond of flowery expressions, the Englishman may appear uncomfortably
cold.

Finally, sportsmanship. Like a sense of humor, this is an English ideal which all
Englishmen live up to. It must be realized that sport in this modern form is almost entirely
a British invention. Boxing, rugby, football, hockey, tennis and cricket were all first
organized and given rules in Britain. Rules are the essence of sport, and sportsmanship is
the ability to practice a sport according to its rules, while also showing generosity to one’s
opponent and good temper in defeat. The high pressure of modern international sport
makes these ideals difficult to keep, but they are at least highly valued in Britain and are
certainly achieved there more commonly than among more excitable peoples. Moreover,
sportsmanship as an ideal is applied to life in general. This is proved by the number of
sporting terms used in ordinary speech. Everybody talks of “fair play” and “playing the
game” or “playing fair.” Borrowed from boxing, “straight from the shoulder” is used to
describe a well-aimed, strong criticism and “below the belt” is used to describe an unfair
one. One of the most elementary rules of life is “never hit a man when he’s down” —in
other words, never take advantage of a person’s misfortune. English schoolboys often show
this sense of sportsmanship to a surprisingly high degree in their relations with each other.

> Key Concepts

reservation coldness modesty
humor sportsmanship

» Words and Expressions

s S
compartment /kam'pa:tmant/ n. (KE%£mR) [
conceited /kon'si:tid/ a. AR, BE5H
self-dispraise /,selfdis'preiz/ n. ARBAK, BKRIET
malicious /ma'lifas/ 0. HEEH, SHRRY
cripple /'kripl/ n. ¥, BT
rugby /'ragbi/ n. HEHLIK
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hockey /'hok1/ n. WALIR
fair play SR S

» Comprehension Questions
1. What is a reserved person like?
2. What is the character of the Englishmen?
3. What s sportsmanship?
4. How do you get along with an Englishman for the first time meeting?

» Case Study

A Filipino couple went to England for vocation. One day, while strolling along the main

street in London with their British friend, they met with.an old friend, another Filipino residing
in London for some time. Not seeing him for several years, they greeted him warmly and
continued the conversation excitedly in a loud and animated fashion using their native
language. After a while the Britisher became noticeably agitated, and turned his head away
and sighed. The Filipinos noticed the reaction of the Britisher, looked at each other, and
then recommenced their conversation but in a quieter tone.

Question

What made the Dritisher feel quite unhappy in this situation?

» Discussion

Great Britain was once the most powerful country in the world,
but now its influence is declining. Do you think, to some

extent, it has any relation to their character?

T R
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Passage ()

Pre-Reading Questions

1. Can you tell the differences between Englishmen and Americans from their appearance
and behavior?

2. Get a map of the United States and try to find out if there is any relation between the

characters formation of Americans and its geography.

G/l‘he @merican Character

What is an American? What are his attitudes and values? Is there a typical American

personality or outlook?

The United States is a huge nation, the fourth largest in the world. Within its
borders, there are vast regional differences in climate, geography, and historical experience.
Each section of the United States is often thought to have its own customs and attitudes,
and stereotypes have developed about the people of each region. For example, the New
Englander is described as stern and self-reliant, the Southerners as gracious and leisurely,
and the Westerners as casual and friendly.

Though some regional differences remain, most notably in cooking styles and speech
patterns, the attitudes and values that Americans share are of far greater significance. The
pioneering spirit of the immigrant is still an important part of the American character.
Except for the slaves brought from Africa, immigrants came to America voluntarily,
eagerly, in search of greater prosperity and freedom.

In the mid-nineteenth century, the pioneering spirit led American settlers to travel
westward by the thousands in search of land and gold. This westward movement has never
ceased. Today, Northerners and Midwesterners are attracted to the West because of good
business opportunities and a mild climate. From 1950 to 1970, Los Angles (the nation’s third
largest city) grew 43 percent in population, while Phoenix grew by more than 400 percent!

The desire to start a new life in a new place is noticeable throughout the nation. About
40 million Americans change residences every year. The average American moves fourteen
times in his lifeime, compared to five moves for the average Japanese. Because so many people
move so often, even those who stay put have a steady supply of new neighbors. In the United
States, one cannot go home to find one’s past. The old neighborhood revisited usually looks
completely different, with high-rising buildings on the old softball sandlots.

What does all this moving about do to attitudes and values? Vance Packard, one of
the nation’s well-known writers, discusses the problem in his popular book A Nation of
Strangers. He believes that the highly mobile American society leaves individuals with



