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Q‘@ Foreword

Sponsored by Dalian University of Technology, Kobe University and
Taiwan University and hosted by Dalian University of Technology, “The 5"
International Conference of Applied Ethics and Appliecd Philosophy in East
Asia was held from the 26" to 27" April, 2014 at Dalian University of
Technology. More than 40 scholars and postgraduates from Mainland China,
Taiwan, Japan and Korea participated in the conference. The topics covered
included ethics of science and technology, environmental ethics, moral
philosophy and its applied approaches, the historical and cultural resources of
applied ethics of East Asia, the methodology of applied cthics and applied
philosophy, Chinese philosophy and cthics of technology. The presentations
and discussion centered on the above topics, trying to further expand the
horizons of research into applied ethics and applied philosophy in East
Asia. The conference made efforts to develop new practical pathways to
promote the cthical thinking in the globalized world so that the applied
philosophy will play its proper role in solving real major social problems.

In accordance with the joint promisc made by the sponsors of the
conference, the host university should be responsible for the publication of
the proceedings. Supported by the Faculty of Humanity and Social Sciences,
Dalian University of Technology. the Proceedings of the 5" International
Conference of Applied Ethics and Applied Philosophy in East Asia will be
published by the Science Press in the series of “Library of Sci-Tech Ethics and
Sci-Tech Management. The proceedings include the papers submitted by
scholars and postgraduates to this conference after the review by experts and
revision by authors. Special gratitude goes to Professors Tsuyoshi Matsuda
from Kobe University and Yuann Jeu-Jenq from Taiwan University for their

great contributions to the publication of the proceedings. To improve the
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quality of English writing, I invited Professor Wang Huili from School of
Foreign Languages, Dalian University of Technology as the co-editor and
thereby her hard work being appreciated.

The International Conference of Applied Ethics and Applied Philosophy
in East Asia have been held five times with the increasingly mature, flouri-
shing and profound momentum. In particular, great achievements have been
made in cultivating young scholars. The academic ability of the postgraduates
is elevated and the international horizons are expanded. It is expected that the
publication of the proceedings will further boost the academic research on
applied ethics and applied philosophy in East Asia, deepening the ideological
exchange and cooperation between the scholars and postgraduates in this
field. Based on the ideological resources of applied ethics and applied
philosophy in East Asia, the harmony of the relationship between the sci-tech
culture and human culture in the globalization era will be enhanced with the

healthy and smooth development of human society.
Wang Qian

January, 2015

Dalian

ovic
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Two Sorts of Skepticism:
Ethical Debates between Evolutionism and Creationism

Yuann Jeu-Jenq
(Department of Philosophy, Taiwan University)

1. Introduction

With the rise of modern science, many religious ideas have been cast in
doubt. Among these ideas, creationism with all the ideas it implies, was most
targeted by the modern theory of evolution. This is possibly the most famous
debate in the historical development of modern science. The debate boils down
to the status of human beings and the significance of their life. Whether man is
on the side of *“an improved ape” or the side of “an angel to be improved”
raises the attention of all people who care themselves and the world in which
they are situated. Never before has scientific development caused such a
tremendous anxiety. For the first time, for many at least, the meaning of life
is fundamentally challenged with a reprehensible feeling. In face of the
invincible power of modern science, not only the core position of humans in
the universe is annihilated, but also in jeopardy the very notion of being
‘rational animals’. Bowler explicitly says: “Reconciliation of evolution with
traditional concepts of teleology and design became the chief aim of religious
thinkers who tried to grapple with Darwin’s theory” . @

What raises our attention in this debate is not what ends the debate, but
what causes it. We intend to argue in this paper that in the debate between
creationism and evolutionism, there was never any convincing idea explaining

that the traditionally religious idea needs to be replaced with the ncewly

(O Bowler P. Evolution: The History of an Idea. Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of Cali-
fornia Press, 1984, 206.
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developed theory of evolution®. We want to stress instead that the debate is an
ongoing one without decisive conclusion. The indecisiveness is reasonable as
neither side contains well-founded reasons to stop the debate. Moreover, it is
likely to say that both sides hold their reasons not from firm basis of any kind,
but presuppositions of metaphysical kind. We can boldly say both sides come
to the debate with their presuppositions. While the presupposition of the
creationism refers to a transcendentally intelligible being, the presupposition
of evolutionism refers to a presumed materialism. As we all know that there is
no possibility of comparing two metaphysical presuppositions, the answer to
the debate is hence an indecisive one. Or, it all depends on the rcasons of
conviction rather than that of prescription.

In what follows, the argument of this paper is divided into three parts.
We will begin with the analysis of the debate’s ethical dimension, and our
attention concentrates on the origin of our moral consciousness (Section 2).
Then, we will stress the futility of holding materialism as the cornerstone of
modern science, especially its repudiating force of refuting traditional ideas
in general and that of religion in particular (Section 3). After exposing the
failure of the materialistic presumption, we intend to argue further that there
is practically no possibility to comprehensively explain the origin of our moral
consciousness, let alone from an evolutionary point of view (Section 4).
Furthermore, with the previous arguments, we conclude that some presum-
ptions of transcendental ideas are necessary to be incorporated into a full
understanding of the very existence of moral consciousness. This paper finally
stresses that a more tolerant attitude towards the debate is helpful for the

further inquiry of science.

2. The Debate’s Ethical Dimension

It is not an overstatement to say that the most prominent debates between

creationism and evolutionism concentrate on the problem of the origin of

@ It is well known that even Darwin himself “could not adjust fully to the prospect of totally mea-
ningless universe”. Ibid: 230.
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morality. For some reasons nobody knows exactly, the evolutionist side gets
the upper hand in these debates. It appears even reluctantly on the other side
to react. The reluctance means hardly different from an unreserved concession
of secularized human image and a total suspension of its distinctness among all
species. If it were not because of this ‘unbalanced’ condition, creationism
might not be able to find its chance of vindicating its intelligibility?. This is by
no means an exaggeration as we all know nowadays that science rejects many
traditional ideas not on the basis of its founded argument but in the stream of
‘revolutionary trend’. In this trend, science appears to be the representative
of truth revealing itself to the world since the very beginning of the modern
era. However, even though the reason is lacking, science comes up with its
revolutionary image invincibly destroying everything standing on its way of
domination. This was the fact when scientists launched relentlessly the
astronomical revolution in the 17" Century, the Enlightenment in the 18"
Century, the Darwinian revolution in the 19" Century and eventually the
Relativity revolution in the 20™ Century. Science proceeded ceaseclessly with
firm paces and triumphed all its way through. In this long process of several
hundred years, science never confronted a competent rivalry until the debate
between creationism and evolutionism.

Science is challenged by its core theory of evolution which dethroned the
central place of human beings from the superior species to one species among
all. Today, despite the fact that there remain quite a few people still believe
that human being are different from other species by being so created,
nobody can seriously reply the question concerning why we as human beings
do have innate moral idcas. We cannot simply say that these ideas such as
compassion and justice coming from an accumulation of simple feelings based

nevertheless on egoism. Nor can we hold that our inclination of being kind to

@ Murphy N. and Schloss J. says: “Although this [ the evolutionally challenged origin of morality ]
was recognized early on as one of the most important implications of Darwin’s theory, there has been
surprisingly little recent engagement by religious thinkers with emerging ideas of and attending
controversies over evolutionary ethics” . This ‘surprise’ initiates the main ideas contained in this paper.
Murphy N, Schloss J. Biology and Religion. In Rosenberg A, Robert A. (eds). Philosophy of Biology:
An Anthology. Oxford: Wiley-Blackwell. 2010 540.
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