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Preface

This book is not a specialist treatise in the usual sense. More accurately, it represents
an attempt to apply the science and tools of international law to a specihic, contem-
porary issue. From this perspective, it is as much about sources of international
legal obligation, the formation of international law, the doctrines of responsibility,
and theories of compliance as it is about trafficking. The book’s focus is essentially
a problem-solving one: The international community has identified trafficking as a
problem and decided that law will be used to structure and enable at least part of the
solution to that problem. By providing a clear and organized explanation of the law
as it is, the capacity of those who are in a position to use international law to hold
States and others to account is hopefully strengthened.

The book has evolved out of more than a decade of writing and practice. It reflects
experiences and insights from my working life as a UN official, as a teacher and scholar
of international law, and as a practitioner in the field. From that perspective, more per-
sons than can reasonably be named have contributed, in one way or another, to the
final product. 1 acknowledge in particular Mary Robinson. It was under her leadership
as UN High Commissioner for Human Rights that I first began working on trafficking
and it was from my time with her that [ leamed valuable lessons about the politics of
mternational lawmaking. My work in Southeast Asia since 2003 has provided a unique
opportunity to test complex theories of legal obligation and State responsibility in the
real world. Thanks are due to my stellar ARCPPT/ARTIP team; to ASEAN and its
Member States; and to government counterparts in Australia, Brunei Darussalam,
Cambodia, Lao PDR, Indonesia, Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, Singapore,
Thailand, and Vietnam for allowing me the benefit of this collaboration. The police,
prosecutors, and judges with whom I have worked over the past ten years were espe-
cially influential in opening iy eyes to the central importance of an effective criminal
justice response to trafficking for human rights and the rule of law. In this regard, a
separate and special thanks is due to my friend and colleague, Paul Holmes.

Janie Chuang has been an intellectual companion on this journey, and [ benefited
greatly from our constant discussions and her review of parts of the draft manuscript.

xiil



Xiv Preface

Fiona David, Al Moskowitz, Anahred Price, Nina Vallins, Zelie Wood, and Andrea
Zakarias also made substantial and much appreciated contributions, as did Cees
Flinterman and Theo van Boven, my PhD supervisors at the University of Utrecht
during the period 2002—2005. Angela Ha proved to be an exceptional research assis-
tant, and | am grateful for her help in finalizing the manuscript.

Writing is a solitary, if not selfish, occupation, particularly for an independent
scholar who insists on maintaining her day job. It is therefore to my family that |
owe the greatest debt of gratitude. Thanks to Cees for his eritical eye and generous,
steadfast support, and to Ruby and Elodie, for providing the perfect reason to hurry
and finish up each day.

Anne T. Gallagher
Australia
June 2010
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