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Preface

The thirtieth anniversary (1992) of my study of Arembepe,
Bahia, Brazil is approaching. My research in this coastal town
in the western hemisphere’s second largest nation began acci-
dentally, but it continues because of the fascinating transfor-
mation I've witnessed. Change in Arembepe illustrates eco-
nomic development, ecological devastation, and the spread of
national and world culture and an international political econ-
omy. The first edition of Assault on Paradise (published in
1983) proved to be of interest to cultural and applied an-
thropologists, Latin Americanists, and development special-
ists.

I also wrote Assault on Paradise for the novice. In deciding
how the narrative would unfold I kept in mind the introduc-
tory students I've taught for twenty-three years. I did this for
several reasons. First, I began doing fieldwork myself—in
Arembepe—when I was a college student. Assault on Para-
dise describes my grappling with the alien nature of another
culture, my fledgling attempts at ethnography, and my devel-
opment as an anthropologist. I write about ways in which my
life and career have been intertwined with Arembepe, its
people, and its transformation. As a teacher, I know that
students like case studies that blend descriptions of another
culture with the anthropologist’s recollection of his or her own
attitudes, feelings, and reactions. I've tried not to forget this
while writing Assault on Paradise.

The second reason I decided to write for introductory stu-
dents also reflects my teaching experience. Usually I supple-
ment a textbook with at least two ethnographic case studies.
The first describes a tribal society; the second, a “peasant-
type” culture, social change, or the world system. Such books
as Yanomamo: The Fierce People, Return to Laughter, The
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Forest People, and The Harmless People are all studies of
hunter-gatherers or tribal cultivators. Arembepe, by contrast,
is a community in a modern nation state. I'm pleased that
Assault on Paradise has proved useful as a case study for the
second half of the introductory course.

My editors have let me tell this story in a way that seems
to interest students as it teaches them. I've tried to write a
book that is both academically sound and jargon free. I want
Assault on Paradise to be an effective teaching book. Thus it
covers a range of topics discussed in introductory courses.
These include ethnographic methods, kinship, social organiza-
tion, economy, politics, culture and personality, religion, so-
cial stratification, race, and gender. Also prominent are the
contemporary forces that impinge on Arembepe. These in-
clude industrialization (and its ecological impact), urbaniza-
tion, tourism, and the mass media.

For this new edition, the book was scanned into a com-
puter. This allowed me to reconsider every word, sentence,
paragraph, and caption. Several teachers and students have
told me they found the first edition readable, but I still tried
to enhance readability.

I've also written a new chapter and epilogue, based on my
continuing research. Chapter 12, The Global Village, de-
scribes my work (1983-1987) on the impact of television and
brings the reader up to date on Arembepe and its people. A
new Epilogue (1991) gives a further update and reports on my
current work on development, pollution, and ecology.

Conrad Phillip Kottak
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