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PREFACE

This book is designed as a text for courses in American constitutional
law. It conmsists primarily of a selection of cases designed to show
how the Supreme Court has interpreted the Constitution of the Unit-
ed States. Emphasis is on recent cases; hence, there are separate
chapters on freedom of religion, freedom of speech, equal protection
of law, and criminal procedure. Cases and text updated to November
1, 1978, are included.

The first chapter contains material on the organization and op-
eration of the federal courts and introduces the subject of judicial re-
view. The proper place of the judiciary in our constitutional system
remains a subject of interest throughout the text and explains the in-
clusion of many of the concurring and dissenting opinions.

My indebtedness to other authors in the field is great. I express
appreciation to them, to Jeannine Hall and Joan Burns who typed
the manuscript, and to Dr. Olive Hall Shadgett and Professor C. Ron-
ald Ellington who read it and suggested many improvements that
were adopted. Suggestions for further improvements from teachers,
students, and others who read the printed text will be welcomed.

A.B.S.
Athens, Georgia

December, 1978
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