CAMBRIDGE

MODERN
CRIMINAL LAW
OF AUSTRALIA

- Jeremy Gans



Modern Criminal Law
of Australia

Jeremy Gans

"""" CAMBRIDGE

%.§p UNIVERSITY PRESS



CAMBRIDGE UNIVERSITY PRESS
Cambridge, New York, Melbourne, Madrid, Cape Town,
Singapore, Sao Paulo, Delhi, Tokyo, Mexico City

Cambridge University Press
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, VIC 3207, Australia

Published in the United States of America by Cambridge University Press, New York

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9780521737470

© Jeremy Gans 2012

This publication is copyright. Subject to statutory exception

and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements,
no reproduction of any part may take place without the written
permission of Cambridge University Press.

First published 2012

Cover design by Jeni Burton
Typeset by Aptara Corp.
Printed in China by Printplus Co. Ltd.

A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library

National Library of Australia Cataloguing in Publication data
Gans, Jeremy, 1971—
Modern criminal law of Australia / Jeremy Gans.
9780521737470 (pbk.)
Includes index.
Criminal law — Australia.

345.94

ISBN 978-0-521-73747-0 Paperback

Reproduction and communication for educational purposes

The Australian Copyright Act 1968 (the Act) allows a maximum of

one chapter or 10% of the pages of this work, whichever is the greater,
to be reproduced and/or communicated by any educational institution
for its educational purposes provided that the educational institution
(or the body that administers it) has given a remuneration notice to
Copyright Agency Limited (CAL) under the Act.

For details of the CAL licence for educational institutions contact:

Copyright Agency Limited

Level 15, 233 Castlereagh Street
Sydney NSW 2000

Telephone: (02) 9394 7600
Facsimile: (02) 9394 7601
E-mail: info@copyright.com.au

Cambridge University Press has no responsibility for the persistence or
accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to
in this publication and does not guarantee that any content on such
websites is, or will remain, accurate or appropriate.



Modern Criminal Law of Australia

Modern Criminal Law of Australia is a comprehensive guide to interpreting and under-
standing every statutory offence provision in every Australian jurisdiction. The text
takes a unique approach to explaining Australian criminal law, emphasising the impor-
tance of statutory interpretation, official discretion, element analysis and sentencing,
in order to appreciate the meaning and effect of any offence provision.

This book sets out the rules and skills needed to assess and explain the potential
application of the criminal law throughout Australia. Its scope extends to both serious
and minor regulatory regimes, as well as the entire contemporary breadth of the
criminal law, ranging from pollution to public order, traffic to trafficking and domestic
violence to work safety. It covers the common law, traditional code and model code
systems, and includes detailed examples from all states. As such, this unique book
provides students with the skills to practise law anywhere in Australia.

Jeremy Gans is Associate Professor at Melbourne Law School. He has taught courses on
criminal law, evidence law, criminal procedure, sentencing law and expert evidence. In
2007, he was appointed as the first human rights adviser to the Victorian Parliament's
Scrutiny of Acts and Regulations Committee, and he has recently acted as consultant
to that Committee’s review of the Victorian Charter. In 2010, he was nominated as a
fellow of the Australian Academy of Law. He is admitted to practice in the Supreme
Court of Victoria.
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