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Foreword

ONE of the most romantic
and important figures in the history of the Pacific North-
west is Chief Joseph, the reluctant but highly effective
leader of the Nez Perce uprising of 1877. He has been
called the “Indian Napoleon.” Endowed with unusual
abilities, well informed in Indian lore, gifted with a
forceful physique and a magnetic personality, Chief
Joseph was by nature destined to be the leader of his
people in their futile struggle against the encroachments
of the whites.

The tragic and dramatic story of Chief Joseph has
never been told in its fullness. Many have written about
him, dwelling upon some particular episode in his event-
ful life. He has been the subject of several magazine
articles, and he moves across the pages of many a book
on Northwest history. A few have endeavored to set
forth his story in more completeness, but such works
have been open to the criticism of inaccuracy and par-
tiality. Now for the first time serious-minded and well-
trained students have set themselves to the task of telling
a story that needs to be told.

Mr. Dan McGrath, whose parents were witnesses of
some of the stirring events of those times, assisted in the
assembling of the necessary historical data. Miss Helen
Addison Howard, also a native of the Northwest and a
historian in her own right, began this project several
yvears ago. She has added new material to the work of
her collaborator and has done the final writing of the
original manuscript. Deliberately and conscientiously,
the author has sought to tell the story of Chief Joseph
with strict historical accuracy and in all of its details.
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Every known source bearing upon this episode has been
examined. Old-timers whose memories go back to those
stirring days have been interviewed. With literary skill
Miss Howard has woven a multitude of widely scattered
facts into an absorbing story.

While this book will no doubt stand for years as the
authoritative life of Chief Joseph, at the same time it
will have a fascination for those who are not historically
minded. Let the reader get but a few pages into this
book and, if he has any compassion in his heart for the
mistreated red men, or any interest in a dramatic story,
he will be loath to lay the book aside until he has read
the full account. No novelist could ever have conceived
such a tale. This book gives proof to the old adage that
truth is sometimes stranger than fiction.

CLIFFORD M. DRURY,
San Anselmo, Calif.
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Prologue

SR

A HIS iz the biography of
Hin-mut-too-yah-lat-kekht, known to the whites as Young
Joseph, Nez Perce chief, diplomat, and warrior. His story
is the tragic and epic struggle of the American Indians
who were relentlessly, fraudulently, and treacherously
dispossessed of their hunting, fishing, and grazing
grounds to satisfy the white man’s greed for more land.
The conflict in which Joseph was forced to engage against
the whites, known as the Nez Perce War of 1877, was
the last important contest between the Indians and the
United States Army. Dr. Cyrus T. Brady has called
Joseph’s struggle “the story of the bitterest injustice
toward a weak but independent people to which the
United States ever set its hand.”* Buffalo Bill also put
the matter succinctly when he said: “They [the Indians]
never broke a treaty, and we never kept one.”

Joseph, it has been stated by earlier writers, conducted
the most scientific campaign against the United States
Army ever generaled by an Indian. No one knew better
than he the tremendous odds against him, yet, for the
freedom of his people, he fought with a puny force of
never more than three hundred warriors against superior
forces of a mighty nation of millions. He stood up in
battle array against veteran troops, fresh from the vic-
tory of Appomattox, who were considered the ‘“greatest
goldiers in the world.” He has been called the “Red Na-
poleon of the West,” and his march toward Canada has
been likened to Xenophon’s March of the Ten Thousand.

However, more recent available data based on the

! Dr. Cyrus T. Brady, Northwestern Fights and Fighters, p. 3.
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Indian testimony so painstakingly collected over a period
of thirty-six years by the late L. V. McWhorter and pub-
lished in his Hear Me, My Chiefs! caused him to conclude
that “Chief Joseph was not a military genius,” or was
he the “war chief” during the retreat, although he did
fight as a warrior. Indians were individualists; they rec-
ognized no supreme head chieftain. Thus, Nez Perce
tribal organization precluded this rank. Unlike the chain
of command in the white man’s military organization,
they” had no commander in chief serving continuously
throughout the campaign. Chief Looking Glass, though,
along with Poker Joe (Lean Elk), did act as a war leader
during much of the march. On the other hand, Joseph,
according to McWhorter’s two dozen sources, was the
camp guardian during the war, protector of the women
and children and old men. His was a “sacred trust,” in
McWhorter’s words. In the battles Joseph fought only
in self-defense when the families of the five warring
bands were hard pressed by the soldiers.

But few men in the world’s history have fought for the
cause of liberty on both the diplomatic and military fronts
as long as this Nez Perce chief. For thirty-three years—
from 1871 until 1904—Chief Joseph carried the burdens
of his people and used every resource to win what he be-
lieved to be justice for his tribe. He tried every kind of
peaceful means to gain his ends. Like Ghandi, he pursued
a policy of noncooperation, and when this failed, he un-
willingly sought recourse to arms.

His valiant efforts, unparalleled in the Indian annals
of America, gained for him an immortal place among the
heroes of the West. Far more remarkable, however, was
the chief’s strict adherence to the white man’s civilized
code of war. The evidence shows that all the atrocities
committed against civilians were perpetrated by White
Bird’s band before Joseph reluctantly cast his lot with
the hostiles.

His character fulfilled the fondest desires of novelists
who would depict the “noble red man.” Colonel G. O.
Shields, who knew Joseph, rated him as “easily the peer



