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Preface

The second edition of Scientific Examination of Questioned Documents serves two purposes:
first, to inform the layperson about the field of forensic document examination, the
accepted methodologies, and the qualifications of a properly trained forensic document
examiner (FDE); and second, this book is offered to the forensic document examination
community as a reference for trainee document examiners and journeymen alike. This
edition adds to an already considerable number of texts and reference materials in the
profession.

In addition to the two editors, thirteen authors have made this compilation possible.
Each chapter is written by a contributor with considerable expertise in a specific area. The
editors felt that by compiling the works of several FDEs whose practices emphasize one or
more aspects of our field, this extensively revised and updated edition would be a com-
prehensive book reflecting post-1982 forensic document examination, including contem-
porary examination methodologies.

Throughout the process of overseeing the contributors’ work, and in writing our own
chapters, the editors were cognizant of Ordway Hilton’s leadership' and the passion that
he exhibited for this profession. He has authored numerous articles, published two books,'?
and was instrumental in establishing the Questioned Documents Section in the American
Academy of Forensic Sciences.

In the preface of the revised edition, Ordway Hilton wrote:

Now another 20 years has elapsed since an up-to-date treatise has appeared.
During that period, many new instruments and materials for preparing docu-
ments have been introduced, including porous tip and roller pens, single ele-
ment and electronic typewriters, and dry-process copiers. Recognizing and
identifying their work has presented challenges to the progressive document
examiner. In response to these new problems, there have been significant mod-
ifications in technique. At the same time, workers in the field have developed
other new methods, such as thin-layer chromatography, infra-red luminescence,
and examination with diachronic filters, to answer older questions more com-
pletely and accurately. In a number of respects, document examination today
is more advanced than it was, or had to be, in the 1950s."

The advancements in establishing this profession as a science continue through today.
The explosion of modern technology has influenced every facet of our lives, from intro-

ducing new avenues of written communication to improvements in ink and ergonomic
design of writing instruments. The introduction of desktop computers and printers has

' Ordway Hilton (1913-1998) authored the first edition (1956) of this book.
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impacted on the nature of examinations and methodologies that are used. Computers and
accompanying software have made it possible to insert text or signatures onto a document,
making it challenging to detect the alteration on a copy. A formally trained FDE is equipped
to identify the insertion by applying accepted methodologies. This treatise explores the
complexities of the various aspects of the forensic document profession and the variety of
documents and cases submitted for analysis.

As a result of how much the world has changed since the 1982 version of this book,
the reader will note that outdated subjects, such as mimeographs and office duplicating
machines, have been excluded. Other sections, such as the chapter on typewriters, are more
abbreviated given their limited impact in today’s business world. Nevertheless, they do
constitute an up-to-date summary. This book focuses on contemporary office equipment,
such as modern-day digital photocopiers, fax machines, and computer printers.

Ordway Hilton chose to curtail the discussion regarding methodology because his
book was not supposed to be a training manual, but rather its purpose was to educate
attorneys, investigators, and others interested in the forensic discipline. Although this book
covers some of the subject areas in considerably more detail, neither is it intended to be a
sole-source training manual. It is, however, intended to be a valuable reference tool for
summarizing up-to-date and generally accepted methodologies for the examination of
handwriting, rubber stamps, photocopies, facsimiles, and computer-generated documents.

The editors, contributors, and the American Board of Forensic Document Examiners
(ABFDE) offer this treatise as a reference tool to further the knowledge of practitioners

and to educate the non-forensic scientist as to the foundations of forensic document
examination.
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