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Overview: Generally speaking, there are three fundamental parts in a
presentation: the Introduction, the Main Body and the Conclusion. The
Main Body is the biggest part. The Introduction and Conclusion are
relatively short. The Introduction should tell the audience what you
are going to talk about. The Main Body should develop those themes
or points in more detail in the order that you have introduced them
in your Introduction. In the Conclusion you should pick out the main
points from the Main Body and summarize them for your audience.
So the Conclusion is similar to the Introduction in fact.







You will learn
- what should be included in the lntroductton of an academlc presentatson.
- how to begin your academic presentatlon. '

- to recognize and understand the typical expresswns used in academlc
presentations.

- to use the appropriate expressions.

e Sample demonstration

\I) Listen to the following six passages of introductions in an oral presentation and then match the
numbers of the passage on the left column with the topics (A-F) on the right column.

A Analysm of a bunch of brams of psychopatlnc killers
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C. The link between the structure of the language you speak and how
you find yourself with the propensity to save

Passage 3

E. More data allows us to see new, better and different

Listen to the following six passages of infroductions in an oral presentation and then mateh the
numbers of the passage on the left column with the skills (A-F) that the speakers use on the

right column,

e [anguage Focus

Read the following expressions used in introductions and outline.

Introducing the affiliation (university, faculty, institute, department...) and the opening
statements

1. I am a PhD student/researcher/technician at ...

2. I am doing a PhD/a Master’s/some research at ...

3. I am part of a team of 20 researchers and most of our funding comes
from ...

4. The work that I am going to present to you today was carried out
with the collaboration of the University of ... \

5. I would like to start by thanking... for inviting me€ to be part of this

(Panel).



Introduction

. I thank you for giving me this opportunity to share with you (some

of my thoughts) and principally to learn quite a lot by being here.

. 1 am honoured to address you on the important occasion of ...
. Thank you for that warm introduction. It is a great pleasure to be

here with you today:.

. Good morning. Let me start by saying just a few words about my

own background/myself.

Creeting the audience and introducing the topic

1.

10.

11

Hello, I am here to talk about a new way to select candidates for a
position in a company.

. But my idea today is not to debate whether there’s such a thing
as good TV or bad TV; my idea today is to tell you that I believe
television has a conscience.

. So I’'m going to talk to you about the political chemistry of oil spills

and why this is an incredibly important, long, oily, hot summer.

. I want to start my talk today with two observations about the

human species and why we need to keep ourselves from getting
distracted.

. The first thing I want to do is say thank you to all of you.

. I’'m going to make an argument today that may seem a little bit
crazy: social media and the end of gender.

. I want to talk to you a little bit about user-generated content.

. I’'m going to tell you three stories on the way to one argument that’s

going to tell you a little bit about how we open user-generated content
up for business.

. Today I'm going to unpack for you three examples of iconic design,

and it makes perfect sense that I should be the one to do it because I
have a Bachelor’s degree in Literature.

I'd like to share with you a discovery that I made a few months ago
while writing an article for Italian Wired.

. I would like to talk to you about why many e-health projects fail.

Chaptelf‘:'iw
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12. Hi there. I'm going to be talking a little bit about music, machines
and life. Or, more specifically, what we learned from the creation of
a very large and complicated machine for a music video.

13. I’m here to talk about the wonder and the mystery of conscious
minds.

14. I'm speaking to you about what I call the “mesh.” It’s essentially a
fundamental shift in our relationship with stuff, with the things in our
lives.

15. What I’m here to talk with you about today is an intriguing new
hypothesis and some surprisingly powerful new findings that I've been
working on.

16. In this presentation I am going to/I would like to/I will discuss
some findings of an international project.

17. In this presentation I am going to/I would like to/I will examine/
analyze/bring to your attention...

18. In this presentation I am going to/I would like to/I will introduce
the notion of/a new model of ...

19. In this presentation I am going to/I would like to/I will review/
discuss/describe/argue that...

20. In this presentation I am going to/I would like to/I will address a
particular issue, which in my opinion, ...

21. In this presentation I am going to/I would like to/I will give an
analysis of/explore the meaning of...

22.In this presentation I am going to/I would like to/I will cite
research by Wang and Green...

23.1It is a pleasure for me to be here this afternoon and to address
you on the subject of...

]\IQ Telling the audience what pbim‘ your research has reached and in what context it is

1. What I am going to present is actually still only in its early stages, but
I really think that our findings so far are worth telling you.
2. We are already at a quite advanced stage of the research, but I was
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hoping to get some feedback from you on certain aspects relating
to ...
3. Our research, which we have just finished, is actually part of a
wider project involving ...
4. In this presentation, I shall confine myself to (the major points,
which appeared to those...)
5. The presentation will address two of the recognized “potential
problems”:...
6. This presentation will focus on the results of our project which has
been conducted ...
7.1 feel privileged to share with you a few thoughts on the project
of...
8. I would like to present (three propositions about a leadership) for
your consideration.
9.1 want to talk to you about some preliminary findings of a study I
recently conducted.
10. ’'m delighted and honored to address you this afternoon on the
subject: Has Humanism Any Future?
11. I would like to elaborate on (his comments) and tie the subject of ...
12. T am happy to have the opportunity to share information with
you about school library media programs in our schools.

1\‘9 Giving your agenda

1. Thank you. I have two missions here today. The first is to tell
you something about pollen, I hope, and to convince you that it’s
more than just something that gets up your nose. And, secondly, to
convince you that every home really ought to have a scanning electron
microscope. '

2. I will begin with an introduction to... /I will begin by giving you an
overview of... Then I will move on to... After that I will deal with...

- And I will conclude with...

3. First, I'd like to do X/I'm going to do X/First, I’ll be looking at X.

7
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Then we’ll be looking at Y/Then, we’ll focus on Y. And finally we’ll
have a look at Z/Finally, I’'m going to take you through Z. So, let’s
begin by looking at X.

4. This is what I’m planning to cover.

. I've chosen to focus on X because I think it has massive implications
for.../it is an area that has been really neglected.../I’'m hoping to get
some ideas from you on how to.../that what we’ve found is really
interesting.

6. I think we have found a radically new solution for.../truly innovative

approach to.../novel way to...

7. We are excited about our results because this is the first time

research has shown that...

8. Why is X so important? Well, in this presentation I am going to

give you three good reasons...

9. What do we know about Y? Well, actually a lot more/less than you

might think. Today I hope to prove to you that...

Referring to handout
1. I've prepared a handout on this, which I will give you at the end,

so there’s no need to take notes.

2. Details can also be found on our website. The URL is on the

handout.
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. Listen to an “introduction” part in an oral presentation and fill in
the blanks. After that, listen to it as many times as possible so that
you can recite ilt.

Hello, 1. a new way to select candidates for a position in a
company. 2. you three things. 3. , why I think the
current methods for selecting candidates are not effective. 4. ,
my radical alternative, 5. let the receptionist of the company
make the decision. 6. , how trials proved that even against my
own expectations this solution reduced recruitment costs 7.

Moreover, it was 8. traditional interviews in more than 90% of
cases.

II Imagine you are going to give an oral presentation at an
international conference in your research field. Write an
“Introduction” script to the presentation and rebearse it. And then
present it to your group or class.

Go to the Internet to find more scripits of oral preseniations at an
international conference and analyze it based on the following
questions:

1. What skill does the speaker use?
2.Is there any other alternative that the speaker can employ to begin the
presentation so that he/she catches the attention of the audience more

effectively?
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