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Preface

T his textbook is intended to cover the essential topics in juvenile justice in a more
brief and concise manner than the larger comprehensive texts on the subject.
Juvenile Justice: The Essentials presents an overview of the major subject areas in juvenile
justice and summarizes the latest research available. The book includes special features
to engage the reader in thinking critically about the subjects, with practical examples of
cases, juvenile justice in action, laws, policies, and programs in juvenile justice.

The focus of this book is juvenile justice, not juvenile delinquency. The two topics
are integrally related but are not identical. “Delinquency” is a subject of criminology
and sociology with a focus on theories and causes of juvenile offending. “Juvenile jus-
tice” is a subtopic of criminal justice with a focus on the responses of juvenile justice
officials—police, courts, and corrections—to juvenile delinquency. Delinquency and
justice are clearly related and overlap in coverage of topics. A study of juvenile justice
must begin with an overview of the definitions, extent, and explanations of the causes
of juvenile delinquency—topics that are covered in more depth in juvenile delin-
quency texts. Delinquency prevention and juvenile justice policies and programs are
based on beliefs about what causes delinquency. Students and justice professionals
must therefore have some understanding of the causes and “correlates” of delinquency.
Writing a textbook on the “essentials” of juvenile justice requires some compromises,
deciding how much to cover and what topics to cover. This text will not provide in-
depth coverage and discussion of the theories and explanations of juvenile delin-
quency. We encourage instructors and students seeking more information on
juvenile delinquency to turn to the numerous other textbooks devoted to that topic.
Four of the first five chapters in this text do, however, provide an overview of delin-
quency, criminological theories, and “correlates” of delinquency. The remaining 10
chapters focus on the juvenile justice process. We have worked as practitioners and
have done research in the juvenile justice field. We welcome you to join us as we
explore the interesting and changing world of juvenile justice.

Organization of the Text

Chapter 1: Defining and Measuring Juvenile Delinquency presents information on
how delinquency is defined and viewed according to public perceptions and defini-
tions, criminological research and self-reported delinquent behavior, and judicial def-
initions of formally adjudicated juveniles. The chapter also provides an overview of the
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measures of delinquency, the strengths of each measure, and the resulting differences
in estimating the extent and seriousness of juvenile offending.

Chapter 2: The History of Juvenile Justice is an overview of the history and develop-
ment of juvenile justice in America, from the “child-saving” movement to the first
juvenile court, federal and state legislative changes, and the changes and trends to
adopt more features common to the adult criminal court and hold juvenile offenders
more accountable for crimes.

Chapter 3: Causes of Delinquency: Rational Choice and Individual Explanations sum-
marizes the causes of delinquency, ranging from classical and rational choice theories,
to those that focus on individual explanations, including biogenetic, biochemical, and
psychological explanations. In addition to an overview of the explanations, we provide
examples, policies, and practices that are based on the “individual explanations,” and
conclude the chapter with implications for juvenile justice, laws, and policies.

Chapter 4: Sociological Explanations of Delinquency summarizes the most prominent
criminological explanations for juvenile delinquency developed by sociologists,
including social structure, subcultures, and social process; labeling and conflict theo-
ries; and the developmental, life-course, and integrated theories. In addition to an
overview of the explanations, we discuss the relative strengths of each theory, and con-
clude the chapter with a discussion of how the theories apply to policies and practices
in juvenile justice.

Chapter 5: Correlates and Causes of Delinquency discusses the factors that are associated
with delinquency; how they are associated; and under what circumstances they may be
a cause, a consequence, or simply “go along with” youths’ involvement in delinquency.
The chapter concludes with a discussion of prevention and intervention programs devel-
oped to reduce delinquency and the problems associated with juvenile offending.

Chapter 6: Police and Juveniles highlights the roles of police in preventing delinquency
and responding to juvenile offending. We discuss police roles and responsibilities with
juvenile offenders, with an emphasis on the community policing function, preventive
efforts such as D.A.R.E. and School Resource Officers, issues relating to police discre-
tion, and alternatives to police arrest and custody.

Chapter 7: Due Process and Juveniles’ Rights summarizes the similarities and differ-
ences between juvenile offenders and adults facing criminal court prosecution. The
chapter summarizes U.S. Supreme Court cases involving juveniles’ due process rights,
including police interrogation, legal counsel, use of preventive detention, standard of
evidence for determining guilt, the process for waiver and transfer to criminal court,
and statutory changes in juvenile laws.

Chapter 8: Juvenile Detention and Court Intake introduces the post-arrest court intake
process for juvenile offenders, the detention decision for youth who pose a risk to the
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community; assessment of youth risks and needs; and the prosecutorial decision-
making process that may result in a petition alleging delinquency, waiver to criminal
court, or other nonadjudicatory alternatives.

Chapter 9: Transfer to Criminal Court examines developments in waiver and transfer,
legislative changes resulting in statutory exclusion and prosecutorial discretion in
many states, and the effects of the widespread practice of juvenile waiver decisions.

Chapter 10: The Juvenile Court Process examines changes in the juvenile court process
and the developments that have brought juvenile offenders most of the same due
process rights as adults in criminal court. We discuss juvenile court officials and their
roles and responsibilities, the adjudication process, dispositional alternatives available
to the juvenile court, and juvenile court trends and reforms.

Chapter 11: Juvenile Corrections: Institutional and Residential examines the history
and developments of institutional and residential corrections programs for juveniles,
the development of boot camps and similar “challenge incarceration” programs, alter-
native residential programs such as “wilderness camps,” research on effectiveness of
correctional programs, issues regarding disproportionate minority confinement
(DMC), and trends in institutional and residential corrections for juveniles.

Chapter 12: Juvenile Probation and Community Corrections examines the history and
development of probation and community corrections programs for juveniles, proba-
tion officer roles and responsibilities, correctional counseling and treatment versus
control and accountability, probation alternatives and intermediate sanctions, after-
care supervision, the effectiveness of community corrections, and trends in commu-
nity corrections programs for juveniles.

Chapter 13: Restorative Justice discusses the movement referred to as “balanced and
restorative justice” that endeavors to place equal emphasis on the offender, the com-
munity, and the victim. The differences between traditional retributive justice and
restorative justice are highlighted along with examples and applications of restorative
justice, challenges in its implementation, and its effectiveness in meeting goals and
objectives.

Chapter 14: The Future of Juvenile Justice summarizes the developments and changes
in juvenile justice, factors affecting the future of juvenile justice, evidence that the “get-
tough” approach may be waning, and offers perspectives for public health and com-
prehensive approaches to delinquency prevention that are intended to improve justice
for juveniles in the 21st century.

Each chapter includes features that serve as pedagogical and teaching aids:

e Chapter Highlights
e “Case in Point”: Scenarios and cases with discussion questions
e “Policy and Practice”: Applications and examples with discussion questions
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Bulleted summary points at the end of each chapter
Key Terms at the end of each chapter

Discussion questions at the end of each chapter
Web links and sources at the end of each chapter
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