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Introduction

This student guide has been prepared to accompany Readiness in Criminology. In
putting together the collection of articles, we have tried to present a user-friendly
anthology which will stimulate the students’ interest in the subject matter and generate

lively dialogue and discussion of major issues in criminology and criminal justice.

We, the editors, have been teaching a variety of sociology and criminal justice
courses, including juvenile delinquency, criminology, deviance, social problems, vio-
lence and terrorism. The anthology reflects the way in which we organize our courses.
We spend considerable time in class discussing important and emotionally charged
issues, among them: the causes of crime, capital punishment, gun control.

The readings are drawn largely from popular sources, and they represent different
and sometimes conflicting viewpoints.

The study questions are intended to help you focus on key points in the articles and
prepare for exams. The questions can be used to discuss issues and implications in the
articles. They will also help you to relate these readings to the other books used in class
and especially to the lectures.

We hope that this study guide will help you in understanding the articles in the
reader and the other material taught in the course.
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STUDY QUESTIONS

SECTION I Measuring and Defining Crime

1. What are the two methods of measuring crime? How are they done? On what
does the accuracy of each depend? Which is probably more accurate and why?

2. How does criminal law differ from civil law? ‘What are the different levels of
violations in criminal law?



3. Is crime in California increasing or decreasing according to Hill’s article? Why
are the demographics of crime important?

4. “Place priority on prevention and early intervention” says Hill. Why? What
point is she making?
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5. Moynihan suggests three ways in which the process of redefinition occurs.
Define and explain.

6. What is the “Durkheim constant?” What is its meaning and relevance?
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STUDY QUESTIONS

SECTION II The Causes of Crime

1. If some people are genetically predisposed to violent behavior, should society
excuse their actions? If we do, what kind of message would this send?

2. What are some of the possible consequences of the genetic legitimation of vio-
lence?



3. When someone’s genes predispose them to violent behavior, does this force them
to do anything? Does it mean that they lack the free will to make decisions?

4. Would the genetic argument be weakened by those who carry the violent gene,
but don’t commit violent crimes?
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5. What do you think would be society’s reaction to a biological link to crime?
Would we be quick to embrace it, or would we approach it cautiously? Choose
a side and list some reasons to support your conclusion.

6. Should we wait to take action against those identified as being criminal or
violent until they do something wrong? If we do, what then is the use of this
information? Structure an argument for either side.



7. What would a biological explanation of crime really enable us (o do? Could we
head off crime by drugging or institutionalizing individuals identified as being
potentially criminal or violent? Why or why not?

8. List a number of your own characteristics. Now try to assess their origin— are
they (B)iological (I was born this way), or (E)nvironmental (this was a product
of my life experiences)?
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9. If there is an aggression gene, there must be a greed gene. Argue this statement
pro and con.

10. Overbye suggests that the search to discover biological markers has the “poten-
tial for abuse.” What might he have in mind?



11. What are some possible explanations for the decline in the crime rate during
times of recession? Why does the crime rate rise in times of economic growth?
Do these explanations support each other?

12. Is it possible to link non-property crimes to economic recession or growth?
Why or why not?

10



Name Date

13. The article by Rubinstein states that weak families and our inability as a culture
to restrain our impulses are the true causes of crime. What is it about our
culture that causes or contributes to this? It is mentioned that there was a low
incidence of crime among the Chinese in 1965. What differences can you think
of between the two cultures which might explain the differing rates of crime?

14. Dilulio states that the vast majority of violent crime is intraracial. What do you
think is the significance of this?
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15. Dilulio lists three things government can do to curb violence. What problems do
you see with these in theory as well as in implementation?

16. Dilulio takes the position that there is little racial discrimination in the
criminal justice system. Can you think of points in the criminal justice system
where racism could occur and which might not be readily apparent?
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