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Preface

asked the class to sit in small groups and identify gender-related

problems that each student was currently facing and that were not
too personal to discuss in the class. I then asked the students to assess to
what extent their problems were private troubles, that is, specific to them-
selves as individuals, or public issues, reflective of wider issues in the social
order and experienced by many people.? When the groups reported back,
two men responded, “We were raised never to hit girls, and now with the
women’s movement, we want to know whether or not that's OK.” Their
question was serious, and the class exploded. Many women in the room
became very upset and started yelling at the two men. (I later learned that at
least a third of the women in the room had been raped.) I was caught off
guard and realized that the course was not designed to effectively address
the various issues embedded in the men’s question. I did not have nearly
enough material on men’s socialization and behavior. I was particularly con-
cerned about providing students with enough information to help them
begin to make sense of the high rates of men’s violence toward women and
toward each other.

In my search for better materials about men’s socialization, I found a
growing literature on men'’s studies to accompany the already huge litera-
ture on women’s studies and the sociology of gender. But my favorite arti-
cles were scattered in a wide range of sources. Although some excellent
anthologies are available about and by women and men separately,® no one
volume appropriate for use in a social science course gives substantial atten-
tion to both genders. Two excellent anthologies are available on race, class,
and gender, but the articles do not consistently address gender.* Thus, this
book is designed to meet the needs of faculty who want to teach about both
women and men from a multicultural perspective but want to use one
anthology instead of two. I define multicultural broadly to include the per-
spectives and experiences of a wide range of people within the context of
power and inequality.

The creation of this book has been made possible by the explosion of
work by and about people of color, people of various ethnicities, gay men,
lesbians, bisexuals, transgendered people, people with disabilities, and
working-class people. Many of the readings included here are ones that col-
leagues and I have used in classrooms with success. By success, I mean that

ﬁ few years ago, in my undergraduate Sociology of Gender course,' |
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any boy or man who might be “too feminine,” who might acknowledge his
love for a man, or who might choose to make a life with men doing much of
what my father, his friends, and my brothers did on hunting trips.

Another personal interest that informs my selections for this anthology
is my knowledge about male violence and sexual abuse toward boys, girls,
women, and men. I continue to be baffled at our inability to effectively pre-
vent that abuse. I am not so much shocked by the facts (I have accepted them
after years of awareness), but by the entrenched system of violence and
domination that teaches new generations of people, especially men, how to
be violent and oppressive. For the past twelve years, I have worked with sur-
vivors of sexual abuse committed by health care and mental health care
providers and clergy; I have been struck by the fact that the vast majority of
offenders—against both men and women—are men.® Although offenses of
this type are brutally damaging when perpetrated by members of either gen-
der, the overwhelming imbalance toward male perpetrators has led me to
wonder what has caused so many of them to be so exploitative or violent. I
am reminded of a very disturbing photo essay of men who had attended a
residential religious school in which male clergy physically and sexually
abused many of the boys. One of the men shown tells of the abuse he suf-
fered as a child and reports that when he learned that his younger brother
was about to be put in the same school, he killed his brother to save him
from the abuse.” It appears that the only way he had learned to resolve bru-
tal situations was to be brutal himself.

I am also informed here by twenty-five years of working collectively with
others: ten years working with white, almost exclusively heterosexual women
and men in alternative mental health centers; ten years in a feminist therapy
collective where a group of white, heterosexual women and lesbians learned
to work closely together; and in working groups at the University of
Massachusetts Boston, where faculty, students, and staff built a multicultural,
broad-based coalition to win the passage of a diversity requirement for under-
graduate students.® | have learned that diverse women and men can work
together using decision-making processes in which conflict is discussed, com-
promises are negotiated, and leadership and rewards are shared. If people are
committed to communicating, then differences of gender, race, culture, class,
sexual orientation, disability, and age can be addressed and dealt with in order
to accomplish common goals.

I am also concerned in this anthology with the entrenchment of privi-
lege. I have observed how much time and attention it has taken me to
unravel my own prejudices and become aware of my privileges, and I
wonder how we will ever construct a humane social order when it is so dif-
ficult for those with privilege to see how caught we are in its cushioned
web. Even with an education that communicated democratic values, a
mother who worked full time and talked extensively about growing up
poor, an older brother who mentored me into liberal/radical views, and a
feminist movement and support system that has especially supported my
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it evolved, helping me to clarify my thoughts and lending me numerous rel-
evant books from her library on feminist and multicultural studies. Finally,
thanks go to my best teachers—the terrific students at the University of
Massachusetts Boston, who frequently challenge and always engage me.

NOTES

1.

2.

This was a course at the University of Massachusetts Boston, a public urban uni-
versity with about 12,000 students, all of whom commute.

The class had read an excerpt from C. Wright Mills, The Sociological Imagination
(NY: Oxford University Press, 1959), pp. 5-9 in which Mills discusses private trou-
bles and public issues.

Anthologies regarding women (or primarily women) are Margaret L. Andersen
and Patricia Hill Collins, eds., Race, Class, and Gender: An Anthology, 2nd ed.
(Belmont, CA: Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1995); Jo Freeman, ed., Women:
A Feminist Perspective, 5th ed. (Mountain View, CA: Mayfield, 1995); Laurel
Richardson and Verta Taylor, eds., Feminist Frontiers IIl (New York: McGraw-
Hill, 1993).

Anthologies regarding men (or primarily men): Franklin Abbott, ed., Boyhood,
Growing Up Male: A Multicultural Anthology (Freedom, CA: The Crossing Press,
1993); Harry Brod, ed., The Making of Masculinities: The New Men's Studies (Boston:
Allen & Unwin, 1978); Michael S. Kimmel and Michael A. Messner, eds., Men'’s
Lives 3rd ed. (Boston: Allyn & Bacon, 1995); Ronald F. Levant and William S.
Pollack, eds., A New Psychology of Men (New York: Basic Books, 1995).

A recent anthology designed for composition courses that does foreground
gender and that includes material about both women and men, is Karin
Bergstrom Costello, ed., Gendered Voices: Readings from the American Experience
(New York: Harcourt Brace, 1996).

Virginia Cyrus, ed., Experiencing Race, Class, and Gender in the United States
(Mountain View, CA: Mayfield, 1993); Paula S. Rothenberg, ed., Race, Class, and
Gender in the United States, 3rd ed. (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1995).

This teaching method is described in Becky Thompson and Estelle Disch,
“Feminist, Anti-Racist, Anti-Oppression Teaching: Two White Women's
Experience,” in Radical Teacher, 41, Spring 1992: 4-10.

In a study of survivors of sexual professional abuse, in which I am the principal
investigator, 88 percent of the women and 94 percent of the men were abused
by men.

Photo essay by E. Jane Mundy, “Wounded Boys, Courageous Men,” displayed at
the Linkup Conference, Chicago, September 14, 1995.

. I have documented this work in an essay entitled, “The Politics of Curricular

Change: Establishing a Diversity Requirement at the University of Massachusetts
at Boston,” in Becky W. Thompson and Sangeeta Tyagi, eds., Beyond a Dream
Deferred: Multicultural Education and the Politics of Excellence (Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, 1993), pp. 195-213.
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tional processes and outcomes. Her current research project is a National
Science Foundation-supported investigation of business leaders and school
reform.

Joan Nestle, 56, is an author, editor, archivist, and teacher. She is co-founder
of the Lesbian Herstory Archives. In her writing, she explores the crossroads
where desire, memory, and history meet. Her award-winning publications
include A Restricted Country (Firebrand Books, 1987; Sheba Press, London,
1989; Pandora, London, 1996), The Persistent Desire: A Femme-Butch Reader
(Alyson Publications, 1992), Women on Women 1, 2, and 3 (Plume Books, 1990,
1993, 1996), and Sister and Brother: Lesbians and Gay Men Talk about Their Lives
Together (Harper, San Francisco, 1965; Cassell, London, 1996), co-edited with
John Preston. For thirty years, Nestle taught writing in the SEEK Program at
Queens College, City University of New York. In different decades, she has
called herself different things—queer, gay, lesbian, feminist, socialist. Now
she claims them all.

Pat Parker, Black lesbian poet, feminist medical administrator, mother of two
daughters, lover of women, softball devotee, and general progressive trou-
blemaker, died of breast cancer on June 17, 1989 at the age of 45. Her 1978
work, Movement in Black, has recently been republished by Firebrand Books.

Irene Padavic earned a Ph.D. at Univeristy of Michigan and is associate pro-
fessor of sociology at Florida State University. Her research focuses on gen-
der and work, economic restructuring, and labor-management relations.

Gayle Pemberton’s interest in autobiographical essays stems from her belief
that narratives help us understand each other’s lives more completely than
theory alone. She is an African American woman who grew up in the Middle
West during the 1950s and 1960s. Not only family dynamics, but also place
and time had an enormous influence on the development of her personality,
dreams, politics, and sexuality. She writes, “It is through the lens of my his-
tory that I reach out to people from different and similar backgrounds. I am
successful if my writing reminds a reader of his or her own life—or the com-
mon bonds of humanity and kinship we all share.”

Phil Petrie is a freelance writer in New Jersey.
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creating a magazine for women like herself. Essence magazine and Alegre
Enterprises, of which Haubegger is the chief executive officer, formed a new
joint venture, Latina Publications, to publish Latina magazine, the first bilin-
gual lifestyle magazine for Latinas in the United States. The magazine is
scheduled to make its debut on newsstands in May of 1996. Ms. Haubegger
is single and lives in Manhattan.

Laura Hershey was a poster child for the Muscular Dystrophy Telethon, and
today is a disability rights leader and poet . She educates and agitates when-
ever possible to promote the rights of people with disabilities. Her efforts
have earned a Watson Fellowship, a Colorado College honorary degree, a
World Institute on Disability Fellowship, and several trips to jail for acts of
civil disobedience. Hershey’s multi-media presentations with music, poetry,
and video address the ways the disability rights movement has the potential
to challenge, expand, and transform political action in the United States.

bell hooks is a writer and lecturer who speaks on issues of race, class, and
gender. She teaches at City University of New York Graduate Center. Her
books include Ain’t I a Woman, Feminist Theory, and Talking Back. Her column,
“Sisters of the Yam,” appears monthly in Z magazine.

Nan D. Hunter is associate professor of law at Brooklyn Law School. She is a
former lawyer for the American Civil Liberties Union, where she was a
founding director of Projects on Lesbian and Gay Rights and AIDS. She is co-
editor of AIDS Agenda: Emerging Issues in Civil Rights and co-author of The
Rights of Lesbians and Gay Men.

Patricia Jacobs is a columnist for the New York Post.

M. Annette Jaimes has changed her name to Mariana Jaimes-Guerrero. She is
an enrolled Juafieno/Yaqui and has been a writer and researcher for Women
of All Red Nations (WARN), supporter of Indigenous Women’s Network,
and a board member of the American Indian Anti-Defamation Council. A for-
mer instructor with the Center for Studies of Ethnicity and Race in America
at the University of Colorado, she was instrumental in developing the
American Indian Studies Program on that campus. In addition to her many
published articles on indigenous people, she is editor and contributor of The
State of Native North America (South End Press), which was awarded a
Gustavus Myers International Human Rights Award, and is author of Native
Womanism: Blueprint for a Global Revolution (South End Press). Jaimes-
Guerrero recently established the Center for Indigenous Global Studies.

Melanie Kaye/Kantrowitz was born in 1945 in Brooklyn, NY and has
worked in social change movements since the sixties. A graduate of the City
College of New York, she earned her Ph.D. in Comparative Literature at the
University of California at Berkeley. A writer, activist, and teacher, she lives
in New York City where she is director of Jews for Racial and Economic
Justice. She is author of My Jewish Face & Other Stories, co-editor of The Tribe
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Gerald Early is the director of the Department of African-American Studies
at Washington University in St. Louis. He has written a book on Countee
Cullen and edited Speech and Power, an anthology of African-American
essays. He is also the author of Tuxedo Junction, a collection of essays on
American culture, and The Culture of Bruising: Essays on Prizefighting. He is
the recipient of a Whiting Writers” Award and a General Electric Foundation
Award. He is a native of Philadelphia and is the father of two girls (near
women) who are not Christians (much to his amusement), not jazz lovers
(much to his dismay), and not likely to be professors (much to his relief).

Anne Finger is a writer of fiction and nonfiction whose work grapples most
often with issues of disability and gender. She has published three books: a
novel, Bone Truth (Coffee House Press), an autobiographical essay, Past Due:
A Story of Disability, Pregnancy, and Birth (Seal Press), and a short story col-
lection, Basic Skills.

Ben Fong-Torres is a journalist in the San Francisco Bay area. His most recent
book is The Rice Room: Growing Up Chinese-American.

Clyde W. Franklin II is professor of sociology at the Ohio State University.
His research focuses largely on black masculinity. His numerous publica-
tions include The Changing Definition of Masculinity and Men and Society.

Adriane Fugh-Berman, M.D., is on the board of the National Women’s
Health Network. She practices general medicine in Washington, D.C.

Rus Ervin Funk, currently 30 years old, wrote Stopping Rape when he was 28
because “there wasn’t anything talking to men about what men can do to
become involved in working against men’s sexual violence.” He has been
involved in nonviolent direct action and community organizing for nearly fif-
teen years, now covering all kinds of issues: rape and sexism, racism, homo-
phobia, peace and justice, and children’s rights. Currently, he works in
Baltimore at the Sexual Abuse Treatment Center where he works with sex
offenders, and does community organizing. He also provides consultation to
communities around the world on the issues described above, and was invited
to Bosnia in 1993 to train Red Cross and UN personnel on working with male
rape survivors and male significant others of the women who were being
mass raped there. He lives in Washington, D.C., with his cat, Delta. He just
completed a book of poetry, On a Sojourn, and another book, Speaking of Justice.

Kathleen Gerson is a professor of sociology at New York University, where
she helped found the Women’s and Gender Studies Program and currently
directs the undergraduate program in sociology. Her most recent book, No
Man’s Land: Men’s Changing Commitments to Family and Work (Basic Books,
1993), examines the transformation of men’s lives in the wake of the gender
revolution at home and at work. She is also the author of Hard Choices: How
Women Decide about Work, Career, and Motherhood (University of California
Press, 1985), which investigates how women choose between work and fam-



