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Preface

The National Immigration Project of the National Lawyers Guild presents this book as its
fourth publication from Thomson Reuters on immigration law. Its prior publications are Im-
migration Law and Defense, Immigration Law and Crimes, and the Immigration Act of 1990
Today Handbook. We hope that Immigration Law and the Family will serve as a useful
resource for attorneys, legal workers, jailhouse lawyers, immigrants and others.

The National Immigration Project is a nonprofit organization formed in 1971 to protect
the rights of immigrants. It works to correct discriminatory policies and practices, and to
protect, defend and expand the civil and human rights of all immigrants, regardless of their
status in the United States. The National Immigration Project assists legal practitioners and
community organizations throughout the United States. It offers technical assistance,
advocacy manuals, and training and skills seminars to develop immigration practitioners’
legal skills and to educate the public about conditions that affect immigrants. The National
Immigration Project also publishes its quarterly Immigration Newsletter, and maintains a
Brief Bank service.

We have organized this book to move from the general to the specific. The initial chapters
provide an overview, and then discuss in detail the process of filing and documenting a visa
petition to obtain lawful permanent residence in the United States through a family
relationship. Separate chapters describe who may file the relative visa petition, which agency
adjudicates the petition, and whether a person may gain admission as an immigrant through
adjustment of status in the United States or through consular processing abroad. Because of
the significance of acquiring legal status through marriage to a United States citizen or per-
manent resident and because of the harsh penalties for marriage fraud, one chapter specifi-
cally addresses marriage and divorce, and another addresses conditional residence through a
marriage that is less than two years old at the time of the noncitizen spouse’s admission. The
final chapters present special aspects of family immigration, including revoking approvals of
visa petitions and rescinding permanent resident status; retaining priority dates for visa peti-
tions despite a change in the circumstances of the petitioner or beneficiary; filing waivers of
grounds of exclusion for people immigrating through family petitions; petitioning for an
adopted child or an orphan; gaining legal status for widows, widowers and fiancés of United
States citizens, derivative beneficiaries, and other special categories of family members,
including those who may immigrate without a family-sponsored visa petition; acquiring
citizenship at birth for children born abroad to a United States citizen parent, deriving
citizenship through naturalization of parents, or becoming a citizen through naturalization;
and abandoning permanent residence and United States citizenship.
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XIII.

§ 7:72
§ 7:73
§7:74
§ 7:75
§7:76
§ 7:77
§ 7:78
§ 7:79
§ 7:80
§ 7:81
§ 7:82

XIV.
§ 7:83

Place of filing

Filing for spouse—Required forms and documents
—Form I-130 (petition for alien relative)

—Form G-325A (biographic information)
—Passport-style photographs

Filing for child or parent

Filing for sibling

FILING 1-360 PETITION FOR WIDOWS OR WIDOWERS OF U.S.
CITIZEN, AMERASIAN CHILD OR SPECIAL IMMIGRANT JUVENILE

Generally

Filing for widow or widower of U.S. citizen—Place of filing
—Contents of petition

Filing for special immigrant juvenile—Place of filing
—Who may file

—Contents of petition

Filing for Amerasian child—Place of filing

—Who may file

—Contents of petition

—Processing Amerasian petition

Filing for domestic violence victims

FILING FIANCE(E) PETITION
Place of filing



