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Praise for College Writing Skills and
College Writing Skills with Readings

“This is the only text | will use to teach developmental essay writing. The series meets our
students’ needs!”
—Elaine Herrick, Temple College

“College Writing Skills with Readings has been our developmental textbook of choice for
the past ten years for a good reason: His explanations and student examples of the basics
of unity (staying focused), coherence (flow and connectedness), and adequate development
(support) give our students the tools they need to improve their writing skills.”

—Paul Bush, Bowling Green Community College

“College Writing Skills is a student-centered textbook. It asks students to reexamine
their attitudes towards writing and then gives them the tools to succeed. Grammar,
organization, and development are explained with care and precision. College Writing
Skills practices what it preaches by giving clear and accessible explanations for a broad
student population.”

—Nina Bannett, New York City College of Technology

“All the sections are very manageable and teachers can arrange their courses in a variety
of ways while using this text. It breaks down the writing process into clear steps and those
steps can be later utilized as tools for revision. The readings are clear and engaging as well
as flexible regarding rhetorical style and topic.”

—Laurie Sherman, Community College of Rhode Island

“It’s a very user friendly text and offers a variety of teaching methods.”
—Jessica Carroll, Miami Dade College

“It is sequenced well and places the emphasis on the process of writing from the
discovery of a worthy topic to writing and supporting the thesis. The checklists provided
in each chapter allow the writer to have a focus for understanding what the instructor
is addressing when he or she is evaluating the essay. The readings in the book are both
engaging and provocative, which will lead to much discussion in the classroom.”

—Alison Reynolds, Midwestern State University
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twenty-five years. The author of a popular series of college textbooks
on both writing and reading, John enjoys the challenge of developing
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Philadelphia. In addition to his wife and Philly sports teams, his
passions include reading and turning on nonreaders to the pleasure
and power of books. Through Townsend Press, his educational
publishing company, he has developed the nonprofit “Townsend
Library”—a collection of more than fifty new and classic stories that
appeal to readers of any age.
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To the Instructor

College Writing Skills with Readings offers students a practical guide to becoming
better writers. From mastering the traditional five-paragraph essay and its varia-
tions to learning about the finer points of grammar and punctuation, College Writ-
ing Skills with Readings empowers students to take control of their writing and put
it to work for them. And now with Connect Writing, a new online writing program,
and the soon to come Connect Langan, an online interactive version of College
Writing Skills with Readings, this new edition brings writing closer to where stu-
dents are and helps take them where you want them to go. Whether online or in
class, College Writing Skills with Readings offers students the tools to succeed.

Key Features of the Book:

Four principles are presented as keys to effective writing. These four
principles—unity, support, coherence, and sentence skills—are reinforced
throughout the book. Part 1 focuses on the first three principles. Parts 2
and 3 show, respectively, how the four principles apply in the different
patterns of essay development and other types of writing. Part 4 serves as
a concise handbook of sentence skills.

* Writing is treated as a process. The first chapter introduces writing as both a
skill and a process of discovery. The second chapter, “The Writing Process,”
explains and illustrates the sequence of steps in writing an effective essay,
focusing on prewriting and revision strategies. More prewriting and revision
strategies accompany many of the writing assignments in Part 2.

* Activities and assignments are numerous and varied. Part 1 contains more
than ninety activities to help students apply and master the four bases,
and the entire book has over 250 activities and tests. A variety of writing
assignments follows each pattern of essay development in Part 2.

* Clear thinking is stressed throughout. In the opening pages of the book,
students are introduced to two principles: making a point and providing
support to back up that point. These principles, a focus point throughout
the book, are the bedrock of clear thinking and clear writing.

* The traditional essay is emphasized. Students are asked to write formal
essays with an introduction, three supporting paragraphs, and a conclusion.
xviii



To the Instructor Xix

Writing an essay with an overall thesis statement and in which each of
the three supporting paragraphs begins with a topic sentence is more
challenging for many students than writing a more free-form essay. The
demands are significant, but the rewards are great. As students learn
and practice the rules of the five-paragraph essay, professional examples
illustrate the variations possible within the essay form.

* Lively teaching models are provided. The book includes many high-
interest student and professional essays with each chapter in Part 2.
After reading papers by other students and professional authors and
experiencing the power of writing, students will be encouraged to aim for
similar honesty, realism, and detail in their own work.

e The book is versatile. Since no two people use an English text in exactly the
same way, the material has been organized in a highly accessible manner,
so instructors can turn quickly and easily to the skills they want to present.

New to the Eighth Edition

Now with Connect Writing: College Writing Skills with Readings now
comes with innovative Connect Writing software, providing additional
guided practice for college writers.

* Connect Langan (print and online): The new edition of College Writing
Skills with Readings is available in print and in a soon to be available
online format: Connect Langan.

* Fresh examples and practice exercises. Exercises have been updated
throughout the text, with special emphasis on including current and
relevant examples.

» Part III: Special Skills revised and updated. Most college students
have jobs, and Chapter 20, “Writing a Résumé and Cover Letter,” has
been updated to include both a functional and a chronological résumé.
Information technology changes rapidly, and Chapter 21, “Using the
Library and the Internet,” has been carefully revised to reflect the current
resources available to students in college libraries and online.

* Three new readings. Chosen for their appeal and relevance to today’s
students, these new essays address coming to terms with one’s identity, the
importance of confronting fears to attain personal growth, and the debate
over single-sex education.

Supplements for Instructors

* The Annotated Instructor’s Edition (ISBN 0-07-734888-5) consists of the
student text, complete with answers to all activities and tests, followed by
an Instructor’s Guide featuring teaching suggestions and a model syllabus.
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To the Instructor

e The Online Learning Center (www.mhhe.com/langan) offers a host
of instructional aids and additional resources, including an instructor’s
manual and test bank, online resources for writing instructors, and more.

Supplements for Students

e The Online Learning Center (www.mhhe.com/langan) offers exercises,
writing activities, a PowerPoint grammar tutorial, guides to Internet
research and avoiding plagiarism, Web links, and more.

You can contact your local McGraw-Hill representative or consult McGraw-Hill’s
Web site at www.mhhe.com/english for more information on the supplements that
accompany College Writing Skills with Readings.
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To the Instructor
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Behind every McGraw-Hill education product is research.
Thousands of instructors participate in our course surveys every year, provid-
ing McGraw-Hill with longitudinal information on the trends and challenges

in your courses. That research, along with reviews, focus groups, and ethno-

graphic studies of both instructor and student workflow, provides the intensive
feedback that our authors use to ensure that our revisions continue to provide
everything you need to reach your course goals and outcomes.
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51% of instructors said that they choose their text based on how the
pedagogy supports student learning. 79% said that the text they choose
must have worthwhile activities and writing assignments.

“The four bases boxes serve to

" About Unity remind students of the core areas
i

? Have I introduced my essay with a clearly stated thesis and plan of they need to address in their

‘ development? i

g writing.

§ About Support

|

Is each of my main points supported by solid, specific details?
About Coherence
Have I used transition words such as first, another, in addition, and also?
About Sentence Skills
Have I used a consistent point of view throughout my essay?
l Have I used specific rather than general words?
y Have I avoided wordiness and used concise wording?

Are my sentences varied?

Have I checked my writing for spelling and other sentence skills, as
listed on the inside back cover of the book?

~»Students are introduced to writing from
the beginning as each assignment chapter
starts with a photo and a writing task.

Should cell phones be permitted in class? Look at the photograph
above and write an essay in which you argue for or against
the use of cell phones in the classroom. Include at least three
separate reasons that support your point of vi




Contents

Readings Listed by Rhetorical Mode xiv
To the Instructor  xviii

Part 1: Essay Writing 1

1 An Introduction to Writing 2
Point and Support 3
Structure of the Traditional Essay 6
Benefits of Writing the Traditional Essay 11
Writing as a Skill 11
Writing as a Process of Discovery 12
Writing as a Way to Communicate with Others 13
Keeping a Journal 14
Tips on Using a Computer 15
Review Activities 17
Using This Text 20

2 The Writing Process 22
Prewriting 23
Writing a First Draft 31
Revising 33
Editing 35
Review Activities 38

3 The First and Second Steps in Essay Writing 50
Step 1: Begin with a Point, or Thesis 51
Step 2: Support the Thesis with Specific Evidence 60
Practice in Advancing and Supporting a Thesis 67

viii



Contents

4 The Third Step in Essay Writing 83
Step 3: Organize and Connect the Specific Evidence 84
Introductions, Conclusions, and Titles 94
Practice in Organizing and Connecting Specific Evidence 102

5 The Fourth Step in Essay Writing 110
Revising Sentences 111
Editing Sentences 130
Practice in Revising Sentences 133

6 Four Bases for Revising Essays 146
Base 1: Unity 147
Base 2: Support 150
Base 3: Coherence 154
Base 4: Sentence Skills 157
Practice in Using the Four Bases 161

Part 2: Patterns of Essay Development 175

7 Introduction to Essay Development 176
Important Considerations in Essay Development 177
Patterns of Essay Development 182

8 Description 184

READING: Lou’s Place Beth Johnson 194
9 Narration 209

READING: The Yellow Ribbon Pete Hamill 220
10 Exemplification 230

READING: Dad Andrew H. Malcolm 241



Contents

1 Process 254

12 Cause and Effect 276

13 Comparison or Contrast 300

14 Definition 324

15 Division-Classification 343

16 Argument 363

17 Taking Essay Exams 386

18 Writing a Summary 395

19 Writing a Report 407

20 Writing a Résumé and Cover Letter 412
21 Using the Library and the Internet 419
22 Writing a Research Paper 433




Contents

Part 4: Handbook of Sentence Skills 457

SECTION 1: Grammar 458

23 Subjects and Verbs 459

24 Fragments 465

25 Run-Ons 479

26 Regular and Irregular Verbs 492

27 Subject-Verb Agreement 502

28 Additional Information about Verbs 508
29 Pronoun Agreement and Reference 512
30 Pronoun Types 518

31 Adjectives and Adverbs 525

32 Misplaced Modifiers 531

33 Dangling Modifiers 535

SECTION 2: Mechanics 540

34 Manuscript Form 541
35 Capital Letters 544
36 Numbers and Abbreviations 552

SECTION 3: Punctuation 556

37 Apostrophe 557

38 Quotation Marks 565

39 Comma 573

40 Other Punctuation Marks 583

SECTION 4: Word Use 588

41 Spelling Improvement 589
42 Commonly Confused Words 594

xi



xii Contents

43 Effective Word Choice 604

44 Editing Tests 611

45 ESL Pointers 625
Correction Symbols 639

Part 5: Readings for Writers 641

Introduction to the Readings 642

Looking Inward 647

Three Passions Bertrand Russell 647
Shame Dick Gregory 651

| Became Her Target Roger Wilkins 659
Stepping into the Light Tanya Savory 666
A Hanging George Orwell 675

Observing Others 684

The Professor Is a Dropout Beth Johnson 684
The Certainty of Fear Audra Kendall 694

What's Wrong with Schools? Teacher Plays Student,
Learns to Lie and Cheat Casey Banas 701

Propaganda Techniques in Today's Advertising
Ann McClintock 707

Confronting Problems 716

Single-Sex Schools: An Old Idea Whose Time Has Come
Diane Urbina 716

Here's to Your Health Joan Dunayer 723
Sleeping Your Way to the Top Sora Song 729

How to Make It in College, Now That You're Here
Brian O’Keeney 734

College Lectures: Is Anybody Listening? David Daniels 744

Seven Ways to Keep the Peace at Home
Daniel A. Sugarman 751



Contents

In Praise of the F Word Mary Sherry 762
Is Sex All That Matters? Joyce Garity 768
A Scary Time to Raise a Daughter Steve Lopez 776

Reading Comprehension Chart 782
Credits C-1

Index 1-1

xiii



