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PASSAGE 1

Ethnic Minorities in China PE/V ¥ RIE

The People’s Republic of China is a united multi-ethnic country. So far, 56 ethnic
groups have been identified and recognized by the central government. The population
of various ethnic groups differs greatly. The Han ethnic group has the largest population,
while the population of the other 55 ethnic groups is relatively small, so they are generally
referred to as “ethnic minorities”. According to the sixth national census conducted in 2010,
the population of all the 55 ethnic minority groups totaled 113.79 million, accounting for
8.49 percent of the total population of China. The People of all the ethnic groups in China
have made important contributions to the creation of a unified multi-ethnic country and the
creation of the time-honored Chinese civilization, as well as Chinese historical progress. By
definition, these ethnic minority groups, together with the Han majority, make up the greater
Chinese nationality known as Zhonghua Minzu.

In order to ensure that the 56 Chinese ethnic groups live together in harmony, the Chinese
government has made a series of policies since the founding of the People’s Republic of
China in 1949. Some policies have'been made to secure the equality and unity of all the
ethnic minority groups, giving regional autonomy to ethnic minorities and promoting respect
for the faith and customs of all the ethnic minority groups. The policy of regional autonomy
for ethnic minorities is the most fundamental one. Under this policy, five autonomous
regions directly under the central government were established. They are Inner Mongolia
Autonomous Region, Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region, Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous
Region, Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, and Tibet Autonomous Region.

Among the 55 ethnic minority groups, only the Hui and Manchu use the Han language
(Chinese). The other 53 ethnic minorities use their own spoken languages, and 23 ethnic
minorities have their own written languages. While hundreds of Chinese dialects are spoken
across China, a minority language is not simply a dialect. Rather, it is a language with distinct
grammatical and phonological differences from Chinese.

The ethnic minority groups of China are distinguished by their different traditions and
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customs in marriage, childbirth, funerals, festivals, food,k housing, costume, hospitality and
recreational activities. Their cultures form an indispensable part of the country’s civilization
as a whole. In the field of performing arts, including dance, music, theater and drama, the
ethnic minority groups have made major and dominating contributions in China.

For hundreds of years, all the ethnic minority groups in China have lived and developed
in different areas, thus creating various lifestyles and traditions. From generation to
generation, all of them have preserved their own characteristics in life and work that have
formed their customs. Despite their cultural differences, they, including the Han people, have
been living as Chinese nationality in this great land. This is a colorful portrait that composes
the great People’s Republic of China.
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EXERCISE Directions: Go over the passage quickly and answer the questions. For
y questions 1-7, mark Y (YES) if the statement agrees with the information given

in the passage; mark N (NO] if the statement contradicts the information
given in the passage; or mark NG (NOT GIVEN)] if the information is not
given in the passage. For questions 8-10, complete the sentences with the
information given in the passage.

1. The 56 ethnic groups have been identified and recognized by population and
contributions.

2. There are 56 ethnic minorities in China.

3. The ethnic minority groups made more contributions to the main stream theater,
music and dance.

4. In the field of performing arts, the ethnic minority groups have had less impact
than Han ethnic group.

5. There are only 2 ethnic groups using Han language in China.

6. One of the aims of practicing regional autonomy in China is to preserve and
promote the traditional culture of ethnic minority groups.

7. The ethnic minority groups of China have different traditions and customs in many
aspects.

8. The Chinese nationality, known as , 1s made up of 56 ethnic groups.

9. In the field of performing arts, the ethnic minority groups have made __
contributions in China.

10. Since the founding of the People’s Republic of China, have been made to ensure
the 56 ethnic groups live together in harmony.

Your comprehension rate: T %



