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PREFACE

The natural resource—dependent societies of the coastal areas in Bangladesh
have long been dealing with their vulnerabilities to extreme weather events.
Marked changes in the coastal hydro-climatic environment are exacerbating
the existing situation, with serious impacts on the environment, food pro-
duction systems, and freshwater resources. As a result, coastal communities
face the challenge of managing immediate livelihood threats and maintain-
ing livelihood security in the long term. This book sets out to explore the
processes by which rural households in coastal areas of Bangladesh adapt
their livelihoods to climate variability and change within the context of a
vulnerable setting. This book would be a valuable reference material for a
wide range of reader including students, academics, professionals, and prac-
titioners working in the field of climate change adaptation. Not only does
it provide empirical information on climate change adaptation, but it also
develops a theoretical conceptual framework to make meaningful interpre-
tation of field data. We hope that this book will improve our understanding
of how individuals or households adapt their livelihoods in response to cli-
mate variability, change, and extreme events.
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