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Suggestions for Success

Here are some suggestions to help you make the most of your previous language learning expe-
rience and be successful in your course as you continue your study of Spanish with the third
edition of Puentes.

Since you have already studied Spanish, you will probably discover that you are familiar
with many of the grammatical structures and vocabulary in this textbook.

It is important to remember, however, that in order to speak or write a language, you must
be able to do more than just recognize words or grammar! To communicate, you will have to
select the appropriate words and structures and assemble these parts into particular patterns, all
from memory, with the book closed! While this is a complex task, it can be done. Think about
some of the other skills you acquired when you were younger, like learning how to drive a car,
play a musical instrument, or play a sport. In order to be successful at any of those tasks, it
wasn’t enough to read a manual or book about the topic. While reading. studying, or observing
were important preliminary steps, ultimately you had to put in many hours of intense practice
to finally learn how to parallel park or play a song on the guitar, or swim across the pool. The
same is true for learning Spanish.

In order to prepare for class, you will first need to review the materials in the text
thoroughly and spend sufficient time practicing the individual words, expressions, or verb
conjugations. And just as importantly, in order to communicate your thoughts, you will need
to be ready to concentrate and practice extensively—both in and out of class—on tasks that call
for you to put all those parts together.

Here are some tips to help you on your way to success:

® Set aside a time each day to study and practice Spanish; it is important to study regularly and
not get behind, because much memory work is needed.

® Choose a place that is free of distractions, so that you can concentrate.

® During your practice, focus more on active tasks: write out sentences, answer questions in
the book orally, focus on listening to the tapes with a purpose in mind.

e Whenever possible, work or practice with a classmate to improve your ability to speak.

® Remember that recognizing a point of information does not imply that you have mastered it:
you must be able to use it to communicate an idea in writing or speech.

Unique Features of Puentes

® Power Pacing: The first half of Puentes, which contains material more familiar to you, pre-
sents the major vocabulary, functions, and grammar in a concentrated and condensed
fashion. The second half, which contains less familiar material, features smaller chunks of
information and more extensive practice activities.

® Learning Strategies: Puentes systematically presents explicit instruction and practice for
learning how to read, write, and communicate in Spanish as well as tips on how to approach
language study and interact with native speakers. These tips are incorporated into the
Estrategia sections as well as into the reading section of Un paso mds in the text and the
writing section of Un paso mds in the Cuaderno de actividades.

e Balance of Social and Transactional Topics: Odd-numbered chapters are slightly longer
(with three Pasos) and focus upon everyday topics of conversation, such as family, university
life, and pastimes. Even-numbered chapters are slightly shorter (with two Pasos) and focus
upon routine transactions in the target culture—handling travel arrangements, eating out in a
restaurant, dealing with minor medical problems, and shopping for clothing and souvenirs.
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® Natural Language in Context: In Puentes, you can see immediately how the language is
used. because all the vocabulary is organized thematically and presented in sentences that
reflect everyday spoken language. The study of grammar is a logical extension of the lin-
guistic structures already modeled in these lexical / functional presentations.
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® Selective Grammar Presentations: Puentes emphasizes those grammatical structures that
you need to master in order to reach the intermediate level of proficiency. At the same time,
it introduces and practices additional structures that lay the groundwork for achieving higher
levels of proficiency. For those who prefer a more complete grammatical presentation, the
Gramatica suplemental sections of the Cuaderno de actividades provide additional instruc-
tion and practice in this area.

® Authentic Reading Texts: Puentes draws upon many native sources for its abundant read-
ing practices—realia, newspapers, magazines, brief literary selections, etc.

® Extensive Listening Program: There are three Audio CDs in the listening program for
Puentes. The two Text Audio CDs are for use with listening activities throughout each chap-
ter of the Puentes text, and the Lab Audio CD is for use with the Cuaderno de actividades.
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® Integrated Study of Culture: Cultural information is woven into thematic presentations
and activities throughout the text. Some special features are designed to bring you into direct
content with Spanish-speaking cultures—A primera vista opens each chapter with a piece of
fine art by a Hispanic artist: Comentario cultural boxes present interesting pieces of informa-
tion about daily life in the Spanish-speaking world; the Puente cultural section of each chap-
ter introduces you to real people from real places, and gives you their perspectives on issues
related to the chapter topic; and finally, the chapter ending Panorama cultural gives you an
in-depth introduction to a particular country.
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Components of the Puentes, Third Edition, Program

Student materials include:

s=cT 0

® Puentes, Third Edition, the student text.

2

® Text Audio CDs. These are packaged with the text and contain the listening tracks for use
with in-text activities.

® Cuaderno de actividades y Gramdtica suplemental. The nine chapters of the Cuaderno pro-
vide exercises that integrate, practice, and expand on the material presented in the corre-
sponding chapters of the text. Gramdtica suplemental expands on and presents new informa-
tion on a variety of grammatical structures.

® Lab Audio CD. This is packaged with the Cuaderno de actividades and contains the listening
tracks for use with activities in the Todo oidos section of each chapter in the Cuaderno.

® On-line activities on the Puentes, Third Edition, Web Site at http://puentes.heinle.com. Self-
scoring practice activities, an on-going story, and links to cultural information are available
anytime, anywhere, from any computer.

® QUIA® On-line Workbook/Lab Manual. This on-line supplement to the Cuaderno de activi-
dades uses a variety of engaging, interactive activities including games and instant scoring.
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Paso preliminar

Objetivos

Speaking and Listening
® Describing a classroom

® Talking with your professor about
class routines

e Working with a classmate ‘

Grammar
® Nouns

@ Definite and indefinite articles




