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TO MY WIFE



PREFACE

This text is intended to aid students who seek
to learn Local Government Law. It is hoped that
it will also be of assistance to practicing attorneys
who seek an overview of all or part of the subject
matter. The relationships between local govern-
ments, their citizens, their states and the federal
government are so pervasive that choices of em-
phasis must of necessity be made in a text of this
size. Because Local Government Law tends to
overlap some other law school courses, the choice
herein was to address at least as many areas as
could accurately convey the scope of these rela-
tionships and to treat in greater detail areas which
are not likely to be pursued in such detail in the
core courses common to all law school curricula.

The vast scope of the subject inevitably means
that individual authors and editors will approach
it with differing views of the most interesting and
instructive theme and focus. Witness the various
casebooks presently available, The choice of this
text has been the central theme of delegated power
and the limitations imposed upon its exercise.
Such limitations may derive from restrictions im-
posed by the people upon all exercises of power in
the state, restrictions imposed in furtherance both
of the cession of powers to the federal govern-
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PREFACE

ment and of the protection of individual rights,
restrictions accompanying the delegations of local
powers, and the restrictions resulting from po-
litical realities and the limitations upon the local
ability to raise and spend revenues. The text at-
tempts to interweave concepts of practical reality
in presenting this most practical of subjects.

Occasionally, throughout the text, comments
and queries will be addressed in attempts to pro-
voke reader reaction (agreement or disagreement)
to the status or trend of particular legal principles
and of local government policies. Frequently, il-
lustrations will be used to assist in understanding
the text. Many of the illustrations are drawn
from actual cases. One of the strengths of the
nutshell concept is the designedly uninterrupted
text. Nevertheless, the reader may wish to refer
to citations from which illustrations have been
drawn or to pursue more fully aspects touched
upon in the text. Accordingly, there appears at
the end of this book a table of authorities contain-
ing under the specific chapter, section and subsec-
tion designations citations to cases or materials
quoted or principally relied upon (in italics) and
to additional sources which may be of interest
to the reader.

Permit me to express my gratitude to some of
the people whose assistance and efforts have con-
tributed to this book: to Georgetown Law Center
Dean (1969-75) Adrian S. Fisher who has been
more than cooperative in giving me the encourage-
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ment, time and assistance to complete the text; to
my respected colleague, Professor Chester J. An-
tieau, whose contributions to my knowledge and
this text began when he taught me Local Govern-
ment Law, and have continued to the suggestion
and offering of materials assisting all aspects of
the research; to my research assistants, Laura
Farrand, Steven Sarfatti, Neal Tonken, Robert
Varney and L. Mark Winston, whose efforts during
the periods of initial and final research and writ-
ing have been major factors without which the
book would not have been completed; and to the
Law Center secretaries, particularly Mary Denise
Smallwood, for their indispensable assistance.

DaAvID J. McCARTHY, JR.

Washington, D, C.
June, 1975
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