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Preface

The chapters in this book are a collection of the lectures and discussion held
during the Croucher Advanced Study Institute (ASI) workshop 2010, entitled
Remediation of Contaminated Land—Bioavailability and Health Risk, held at the
Hong Kong Baptist University, between December 9 and 13, 2010.

Croucher ASI is a new funding initiative of the Croucher Foundation cater-
ing to the interests of established scientists, with the main objective of reg-
ularly bringing to Hong Kong the leading international experts in specific
fields to conduct refresher programs for a limited number of established sci-
entists on highly focused scientific topics. The workshop series also provided
an excellent opportunity for young scientists from Hong Kong, mainland
China, and South-East Asian countries to learn from the leading scientists
from the region and overseas.

Asaresult, we hope to disseminate to the readers the knowledge exchanged
on the latest remediation technologies for pollutant cleanup of contaminated
lands, the issues of bioavailability of chemicals, and their associated human
risks.

This book covers the timely scientific research of 22 distinguished, leading
experts, specializing on different aspects relevant to the topic.

I would like to take this opportunity to express my sincere thanks to Dr.
Ji Dong Gu of Hong Kong University for co-organizing this workshop, the
authors for their contribution, and the Croucher Foundation for their con-
tinued support, and last but not least, to Sue Fung for her expert editorial
assistance.

Ming Hung Wong



Editor

Professor Ming Hung Wong, BSc (CUHK), MSc, PhD, DSc (Durham), MBA,
DSc (Strathclyde), is dean of School of Environmental and Resource Sciences
at Zhejiang Agriculture and Forestry University, and chair professor of
biology and honorary director of the Croucher Institute for Environmental
Sciences at Hong Kong Baptist University. His major research areas include
ecotoxicological assessment and remediation of sites contaminated with toxic
metals and persistent organic pollutants, and bioconversion of waste. He has
been awarded a DSc each from the University of Durham and the University
of Strathclyde based on papers published during the period 1977-1990 and
1991-2002, respectively.

Professor Wong served as the regional coordinator of Central and North-
East Asia for the project entitled “Regionally Based Assessment of Persistent
Toxic Substances” and recently joined a panel of three to review “Emerging
Chemicals Management Issues in Developing Countries and Countries
with Economies in Transition,” which was sponsored by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and the Global Environment Facility
(GEF). Currently, he is editor-in-chief of Environmental Geochemistry and
Health (Springer) and editorial board member of five other international sci-
entific journals.

Professor Wong has published over 450 peer-reviewed papers and 24 book
chapters and has served as the editor of 22 books/special issues of scientific
journals. He is currently the most cited Chinese scientist in the world in the
field of environment/ecology, according to the Web of Science.

xi
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