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THE ENGLISH LEGAL SYSTEM

NIN<H EDITION

This best-selling textbook assists students of the English legal system in the achievement
of a good understanding of the law, its institutions and processes, and sets the law and
system in a social context, presenting a range of critical views.

Since the last edition of this book, the changes to the English legal system have
been extensive and the new edition has been comprehensively revised and updated to
take these developments into account. This new ninth edition for 2008-09 includes
material on important changes to the governance of the legal system, the establishment
of the Ministry of Justice, changes in the operation of juries, the composition and work
of the European Union, changes in the fields of the legal professions, and changes in the
funding of legal services. This edition also includes an updated version of the court
system, the rules of civil procedure, and revised chapters on criminal procedure.
Importantly, the authors have expanded the coverage of human rights law.

Now accompanied by online support for the acquisition and improvement of legal
skills, the new edition has been developed with the requirements of both lecturers and
students in mind.

New pedagogical features include:

M more concise chapter summaries to enable students to recap and reflect upon the
key points covered within each chapter;

®  more diagrams and flowcharts to illustrate concepts and facilitate the understand-
ing of concepts and interrelationships;

m  advice on further reading and suggested websites of interest at the end of each
chapter, to encourage further study and independent research.

Improved online support offers:

m  lecturer resources such as PowerPoint slides; sample essay/exam questions for lec-
turer use and adaptation; and links to current events/news topics with suggestions
on themes for seminar discussions and essay questions;

m  aset of skills-led student resources including advice on technique and skills acqui-
sition; how-to’s and guidance on best practice; practical interactive exercises and
activities; podcasts; an online glossary; and a Multiple Choice Question testbank
to test English Legal System knowledge.



Slapper and Kelly’s textbook is now firmly established as one of the leading undergradu-
ate textbooks on the subject. A favourite with students and lecturers alike, it is essential

reading for all those engaged in the study of the English legal system.
www.routledgecavendish.com/textbooks/9780415459549

Gary Slapper is Professor of Law, and Director of the Centre for Law, at The Open

University, and writes a legal column for 7he Times.

David Kelly is Principal Lecturer in Law at Staffordshire University.



PREFACE

In a law lecture delivered on 25 October 1758, William Blackstone described law as
‘this most useful and most rational branch of learning’. With the growth and pervasion
of law in the succeeding two and a half centuries, the importance of legal study has risen
accordingly.

Law permeates into every cell of social life. It governs everything from the embryo to
exhumation. It governs the air we breathe, the food and drink that we consume, our travel,
sexuality, family relationships, our property, the world of sport, science, employment,
business, education, health, everything from neighbour disputes to war. Taken together,
the set of institutions, processes, laws and personnel that provide the apparatus through
which law works, and the matrix of rules that control them, are known as the legal system.

This system has evolved over a long time. Today, it contains elements that are very
old, such as the coroners’ courts, which have an 800-year history, and elements that are
very new, such as electronic law reports and judges using laptops.

A good comprehension of the English legal system requires knowledge and skill in
a number of disciplines. The system itself is the result of developments in law, economy,
politics, sociological change and the theories that feed all these bodies of knowledge.
This book aims to assist students of the English legal system in the achievement of a
good understanding of the law, and its institutions and processes. We aim to set the legal
system in a social context, and to present a range of relevant critical views.

Being proficient in this subject also means being familiar with contemporary
changes and proposed changes and this new edition has been comprehensively revised
and updated to take these into account.

Since the last edition of this book, the changes to the English legal system have
been many and varied. We have included in the text a wide range of legislative, common
law, and constitutional developments that have occurred in the last two years. We have
also made several changes to the structure of the book, including the incorporation of a
new chapter on The Rule of Law and Human Rights.

The text incorporates recent changes to the departmental divisions of government,
civil and criminal process, the court system, the funding of legal services, the jury,
changes to human rights law, and major common law decisions from 2007 and 2008 in
the Court of Appeal, the House of Lords and from the European Court of Human
Rights.
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THE ENGLISH LEGAL SYSTEM

We are once again very grateful to all those who advanced suggestions for
improvement of the book since the previous edition; many of those suggestions have
been implemented in this edition.

Gary Slapper
David Kelly
March, 2008
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GUIDE TO THE COMPANION
WEBSITE

Visit the English Legal System 9¢ Companion Website at:
http://www.routledgecavendish.com/textbooks/9780415459549

and discover a comprehensive range of resources designed to enhance the learning and

teaching experience for both students and lecturers.
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FOR STUDENTS

A free suite of resources helping to support and expand your knowledge of the English
legal system, including:

GLOSSARY TERMS AND FLASHCARDS

Look up over 100 essential legal terms in our handy online reference or check your
knowledge with our interactive flashcards.

MULTIPLE CHOICE QUESTIONS

Test your understanding of the English legal system with more than 200 online
questions, each including hints, commentary and links back to the main text.

NEWS AND UPDATES

Keep up to date with the latest legal news, read Gary Slapper’s column for the 7Zimes
Online (www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/business/law/) and access articles from the Student Law
Review.
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THE ENGLISH LEGAL SYSTEM

REVISION AND EXAM HELP

Gain valuable revision advice from Gary Slapper’s Top 10 Revision Tips podcast and
practise for your examinations with our sample English legal system exam questions,
complete with model answer structures.

LEGAL SKILLS GUIDE

Improve your essential legal skills with our practical guides to Mooting, Negotiation,
Finding Legal Information, Legal Writing and more.

EXPLORE FURTHER

Explore the English legal system further with our weblinks and recommended further
reading.

FOR LECTURERS

A free suite of exclusive resources helping you to teach the English legal system. This
material is password protected and registration is only granted to lecturers. Follow the
instructions on the site to gain access to:

DIAGRAMS FROM THE BOOK

Use diagrams from the text in your own lecture presentations with our PowerPoint
slides.

TIPS FOR TEACHING

Easily incorporate the text into your teaching programme with our practical tips,
including valuable advice on teaching approaches, preparing and delivering English
legal system lectures and tutorials and links to the text.

SAMPLE QUESTIONS

Use our sample essay and exam questions with your own students, supported by
detailed answer structures for easy assessment.
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GUIDE TO THE COMPANITON WEBRSITE

ABOUT THE BOOK

Learn about the book from the author: listen to Gary Slapper describe his and David’s
aims and intentions in our podcast.
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