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PREFACE
TO RUSSIAN 1946 EDITION

In the teachings of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin the
Soviet people have a powerful weapon in their struggle for
the hlionour, freedom and independence of their Socialist
Motherland and in their struggle to build a communist soeiety
in their country.

The History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
(Bolsheviks), Short Course, gave a further, mighty impetus
to the ideological and political life of the Party and the Soviet
people. It raised the study of the principles of Marxism-Lenin-
ism and the mastery of Bolshevism to a new and higher level.
It is stimulating the broad masses, and the Soviet intellectuals
in particular, to make an independent and deeper study of the
great works of Marx, Engels, Lenin and Stalin. The interest
in the writings of the founders of Marxism-Leninism has
grown tremendously since the appearance of this history.

The successful culmination of the Great Patriotic - War
which the Soviet people waged against Germany and Japan
was a new and brilliant confirmation of the invincible might
of the Soviet system and the profound historical justness of
its advanced and progressive ideology. Lenin’s writings arm
our cadres with a knowledge of the laws of social develop-
ment and teach them to understand the complex phenomena
in the life of society. The revolutionary theory of Marxism-
Leninism ‘“gives practical workers the power of orientation,
clarity of perspective, confidence in their work, faith in the

victory of our cause” (Stalin).

The tworvolume edition of Lenin’s selected works includes
the following of his major writings: What the “Friends
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of the People” Are and How They Fight the Social-Democrats,
The Tasks of the Russian Social-Democrats, What Is To Be
Done?, One Step Forward, Two Steps Back, Two Tactics of
Social-Democracy in the Democratic Revolution, Imperialism,
the Highest Stage of Capitalism, The United States of Europe
Slogan, The War Program of the Proletarian Revolution, The
April Theses, The Impending Catastrophe and How to Com-
bat It, The State and Revolution, The Immediate Tasks of
the Soviet Government, The Proletarian Revolution and the
Renegade Kautsky, “Left-Wing” Communism, an Infantile
Disorder, The Tax in Kind, On Cooperation, and others.*
Each of these works constitutes a landmark in the history
of the Party of Lenin and Stalin and in the development of
the Marxist-Leninist theory. The present two-volume edition
also includes Lenin’s most important articles on the defence
of the Socialist Fatherland. These are of tremendous impor-
. tance in the mobilization and organization of the Soviet
people.

In his book What the “Friends of the People” Are and
How They Fight the Social-Democrats (1894), Lenin thor-
oughly exposed the true character of the Narodniks, show-
ing that they were false “friends of the people” and were
actually working against the people. He showed that it was
the Marxists and not the Narodniks who were the real friends
of the people and sincerely wanted to destroy tsarism and
rid the people of oppression of every kind. Lenin was the
first to advance the idea of a revolutionary alliance of the
workers and the peasants as the principal means of over-
throwing tsardom, the landlords and the bourgeoisie, and
outlined the main tasks of the Russian Marxists. In this work
he pointed out that it would be the working class of Russia
in alliance with the peasantry that would overthrow tsarism,
after which the Russian proletariat in alliance with the

* Lenin's books The Development of Capitalism in Russia and
Materialism and Empirio-Criticism have been published as separate
works.
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labouring masses would achieve a free life in which there
would be no room for the exploitation of man by man.

In his book What Is To Be Done? (1902) Lenin outlined
a concrete organizational plan for building a Marxist party
of the working class. He completely demolished the theory
of “Economism” and exposed the ideology of opportunism,
khvostism* and spontaneity. He brought out the great im-
portance of theory, of consciousness, and of the Party as the
guiding force of the working-class movement. He substan-
tiated the thesis that a Marxist party is a union of the work-
ing-class movement with Socialism and gave a brilliant ex-
position of the ideological principles of a Marxist party.

In his famous book One Step Forward, Two Steps Back
(1904), Lenin successfully upheld the Party principle against
the circle principle, and the Party against the Menshevik dis-
organizers, smashed the o‘pportunism of the Mensheviks on
questions of organization and laid the organizational foun-
dations of the Bolshevik Party—the militant revolutionary
Party of the new type. In this book Lenin, “for the first
time in the history of Marxism, elaborated the doctrine of
the Party as the leading organization of the proletariat, as
the principal weapon of the proletariat, without which the
struggle for the dictatorship of the proletariat cannot be
won.” (History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
[Bolsheviks], Short Course, 1949, page 62.) One Step For-
ward, Two Steps Back teaches one to understand the great
importance of organization and discipline.

In his historic book Two Tactics of Social-Democracy in
the Democratic Revolution (1905) Lenin ideologically de-
molished the petty-bourgeois tactics of the Mensheviks and
with the power of genius substantiated the Bolshevik tactics
in the bourgeois-democratic revolution and in the period of
transition from the bourgeois-democratic revolution to the
_socialist - revolution. The fundamental tactical principle en-

# From the Russian word “khvost” (tail), meaning: following at
the tail of the movement—7Tr. :
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unciated in this book is the idea of the hegemony of the pro-
letariat in the bourgeois-democratic revolution, the idea that
the hegemony of the proletariat. in the bourgeois revolution,
the proletariat being in alliance with the peasantry, would
grow into the hegemony of the proletariat in the socialist
revolution, the proletariat now being in alliance with the
other labouring and exploited masses.

“This was a new line in the question of the relation be-
tween the bourgeois revolution and the socialist revolution,
a new theory of a regrouping of forces around the proletariat,
lowards the end of the bourgeois revolution, for a direct
transition to the socialist revolution-—the theory of the bour-
geois-democratic revolution passing into the socialist revolu-
tion.” (History of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union
[Bolsheviks], Short Course, p. 91.)

This book already contains the fundamental elements of
Lenin’s theory that it is possible for Socialism to be victori-
ous in one country, taken singly. Its invaluable significance
is that it enriched Marxism with a new theory of revolution
and laid the foundation for the revolutionary tactics of the
Bolshevik Party with the help of which the proletariat of
our country achieved victory over capitalism in 1917.

In his work Imperialism, the Highest Stage of Capitalisin
(1916) Lenin makes a substantiated Marxist analysis of im-
perialism, showing that it is the highest and last stage of
capitalism, that it is decaying and moribund capitalism, that
it is the eve of the socialist revolution. On the basis of data
on imperialist capitalism, Lenin presented a new theory ac-
cording to which the simultaneous victory of Socialism in all
countries is impossible, whereas the victory of Socialism in
‘one capitalist country, taken singly, is possible. This deduc-
tion, the inspiration of a genius, was formulated by Lenin
in his articles The United States, of Europe Slogan (1915)
and The War Program of the Proletarian Revolution (1916).

“This was a new and complete theory of the socialist
revolution, a theory affirming the possibility of the victory



