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Preface

As human activity caused the problem,

so too can human activity find the solutions.
Green innovation — the development and
diffusion of technological means to

tackle climate change (...)"

(Mr Francis Gurry, Director, WIPO)

Our desire to edit a book on ‘Green Innovations and IPR Management’ was born
in 2009 in the context of the World Intellectual Property Day 2009 which focused on
promoting green innovations as a key element in meeting the challenges of climate
change. Our desire is guided by the understanding that we all have to continue to
change our behaviour to treat and manage our natural assets on the basis of
sustainability and intergenerational equity.

It was a welcome coincidence, when Kluwer Law International inquired about an
update of our previous publication from 2003 in its International Environmental Law &
Policy Series, and it was quickly agreed on the content and scope of such a new edition.

After several years of consideration, discussion, coordinating and writing it is not
accidental that this publication on ‘Green Innovation and IPR Management’ has been
finalized in 2012. This year the United Nations Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment (Rio+20) took place and identified ‘Science and Technology for Sustainable
Development’ as one of the priority issues for Rio+20.”

The Outcome Document of Rio+20 “The Future We Want’ includes as paragraph
272;

We recognize the importance of strengthened national, scientific and technologi-
cal capacities for sustainable development. This can help countries, especially

1. Message by the Director of the World Intellectual Property Organization at the World
Intellectual Property Day on 26 April 2009 http://www.wipo.int/ip-outreach/en/ipday/2009/
dg_message_09.html (12 May 2012).

2. UNCSD Secretariat, Rio 2012 Issues Briefs, No. 12, January 2012, p. 1 at http://www.uncsd
2012.org/rio20/content/documents/278Ri02012 % 201ssues % 20brief % 2012 % 20Science % 20
and%20Technology % 20final.pdf (12 May 2012).
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developing countries, to develop their own innovative solutions, scientific re-
search and new, environmentally sound technologies, with the support of the
international community.*

It underlines the importance of green innovations for sustainable development.

Even though the book ‘Green Innovations and IPR Management’ is edited in the
understanding of the mentioned above, the publication is primarily intended to
sensitize inventors and innovators as well as lawyers, decision-makers and govern-
ment officials regarding present mechanisms to manage and to share intellectual
property rights in the context of green innovations.

Bremen, September 2012
Andree Kirchner
Iris Kirchner-Freis

3. UN Doc. A/66/1.56, 24 July 2012, Para. 272.
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