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Preface

Given that I have a propensity for dedicating books in this series to people
who have died, mostly because so many good folks have a propensity for
dying, I decided to move in a different direction for this volume. In the past
year, we have had storms, plane crashes, miscellaneous disasters, and the
especially painful display of people who murder using the reason or excuse
that they are doing the work of a god. Plainly said, it sucks. But,
I remember from forays into philosophy in my youth something mentioned
by Pierre Teilhard de Chardin: “No matter what reactions we may have to cur-
rent events, we ought to first reaffirm a robust faith in the destiny of man.”
Easy for him to say! Still, science and labs do not insulate us from the world.
Like it or not, we are part of the whole ball of wax. There’s a lot that has to be
done to keep it rolling, in science and elsewhere. To life!

It is always a pleasure to edit these volumes, primarily because I get to
work with many wonderful colleagues and rediscover their work in a very
up-close way. Indeed, I say rediscover as I suffer from OIDS (Offspring-
Induced Dementia Syndrome) and have a predilection for forgetting stuff
I didn’t used to forget. Though I am probably preaching to the choir, I think
it is always important to emphasize that synthetic organic chemistry, whether
focused on preparing a specific target(s) or developing new methodology, is
the epitome of human activity in terms of both intellect and passion. Sing that
from the mountaintops and give high praise to all those involved in such
adventures!

I must, as per usual, thank Elsevier for their continued commitment to this
series, through thick and thin. My special thanks to Derek Coleman and Susan
Dennis for their help and support over the years.

Finally, T want to express my gratitude to the Editorial Board. These col-
leagues are the wonderful folks who help me tremendously in securing
authors for this publication. Their being part of the “team” is an asset that
[ truly value. I look forward to many more years of work with them.

MicHAEL HARMATA
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