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FOREWORD

For 50 years or more, the field of labor relations has been among the fastest
growing in the law. The last 10 years, however, have seen an acceleration in
the pace of growth so substantial as to result in unprecedented changes and
developments so as to make any earlier text treatment obsolete.

The changes in the law can be traced to two sources: First, Congress,
together with state legislatures and administrative agencies, has created a
steady stream of new statutes and regulations dealing with various aspects of
labor relations. Second, the courts and administrative agencies have produced
literally tens of thousands of new decisions interpreting and applying statutes
and regulations, both old and new. As an example, in the last few years, the
wage and hour laws have become an extremely fertile area for litigation, along
with unfair labor practices and union elections.

Because of the mass of new material, further supplementation of the original
Am Jur 2d article so as to keep the legal profession abreast with the modern
state of the law, has become impossible. A completely new text treatment was
required to handle the nearly 800 new sections created to accommodate these
later developments. Volume 48 Am Jur 2d has been completely researched
and rewritten and is now being reissued as volumes 48 and 48A of Am Jur 2d.
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