


Gulag Voices

Oral Histories of
Soviet Incarceration and Exile

Jehanne M Gheith and Katherine R. Jolluck

palgrave
macmillan



GULAG VOICES
Copyright © Jehanne M Gheith and Katherine R. Jolluck, 2011.

All rights reserved.

First published in 2011 by

PALGRAVE MACMILLAN®

in the United States—a division of St. Martin's Press LLC,
175 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10010.

Where this book is distributed in the UK, Europe and the rest of the world,
this is by Palgrave Macmillan, a division of Macmillan Publishers Limited,
registered in England, company number 785998, of Houndmills,
Basingstoke, Hampshire RG21 6XS.

Palgrave Macmillan is the global academic imprint of the above companies
and has companies and representatives throughout the world.

Palgrave® and Macmillan® are registered trademarks in the United States,
the United Kingdom, Europe and other countries.

ISBN (hardcover): 978-0-230—61062—0
ISBN (paperback): 978-0-230-61063-7

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data

Gheith, Jehanne M

Gulag voices : oral histories of Soviet incarceration and exile / Jehanne M
Gheith and Katherine R. Jolluck.

p. cm.—(Palgrave studies in oral history)

Includes bibliographical references and index.

ISBN 978-0-230-61062-0 (hbk.)

1. Soviet Union—History—1925-1953—Biography. 2. Political
prisoners—Soviet Union—Interviews. 3. Exiles—Soviet Union—Interviews.
4. Glavnoe upravlenie ispravitel'no-trudovykh lagerei OGPU—History.

5. Forced labor—Soviet Union—History. 6. Interviews—Russia (Federation)
7. Oral history—Soviet Union. 8. Oral history—Russia (Federation)

9. Memory—Social aspects—Soviet Union—History. 10. Memory—Social
aspects—Russia (Federation) I. Jolluck, Katherine R. II. Title.

DK268.A1G63 2010
365'.45092247—dc22 2010019155

A catalogue record of the book is available from the British Library.
Design by Newgen Imaging Systems (P) Ltd., Chennai, India.

First edition: January 2011

10987654321

Printed in the United States of America.



PALGRAVE Studies in Oral History

Series Editors: Linda‘Shopes and Bruce M. Stave

Editorial Board

Alexander Freund
Department of History &
Oral History Centre
University of Winnipeg

Rina Benmayor

Division of Humanities and Communication &
Oral History and Community Memory Archive
California State University Monterey Bay

United States Canada
Indira Chowdhury Anna Green
Archival Resources for Contemporary History College of Humanities
India University of Exeter

. United Kingdom
Pilar Dominguez

Paula Hamilton

Faculty of Humanities & Social Sciences &
Australian Centre for Public History
University of Technology Sydney
Australia

Department of Historical Sciences

Division of Political Thought and Social Movements
Las Palmas de Gran Canaria

Universidad de Las Palmas de Gran Canaria
Espana

Sean Field

Centre for Popular Memory

Paul Ortiz
Department of History & Samuel Proctor Oral

Department of Historical Studies
University of Cape Town
South Africa

History Program
University of Florida
United States

The Order Has Been Carried Out: History, Memory, and Meaning of a Nazi Massacre
in Rome, by Alessandro Portelli (2003)

Sticking to the Union: An Oral History of the Life and Times of Julia Ruuttila, by
Sandy Polishuk (2003)

1o Wear the Dust of War: From Bialystok to Shanghai to the Promised Land, an Oral
History, by Samuel Iwry, edited by L. J. H. Kelley (2004)

Education as My Agenda: Gertrude Williams, Race, and the Baltimore Public Schools,
byJo Ann Robinson (2005)

Remembering: Oral History Performance, edited by Della Pollock (2005)

Postmemories of Terror: A New Generation Copes with the Legacy of the “Dirty War,”
by Susana Kaiser (2005)

Growing Up in the Peoples Republic: Conversations between Two Daughters of
China’s Revolution, by Ye Weili and Ma Xiaodong (2005)

Life and Death in the Delta: African American Narratives of Violence, Resilience,
and Social Change, by Kim Lacy Rogers (2006)

Creating Choice: A Community Responds to the Need for Abortion and Birth Control,
1961-1973, by David P. Cline (20006)



Voices from This Long Brown Land: Oral Recollections of Owens Valley Lives and
Manzanar Pasts, by Jane Wehrey (2006)

Radicals, Rhetoric, and the War: The University of Nevada in the Wake of Kent State,
by Brad E. Lucas (20006)

The Unquiet Nisei: An Oral History of the Life of Sue Kunitomi Embrey, by Diana
Meyers Bahr (2007)

Sisters in the Brotherhoods: Working Women Organizing for Equality in New York
City, by Jane LaTour (2008)

Iraq’s Last Jews: Stories of Daily Life, Upheaval, and Escape from Modern Babylon,
edited by Tamar Morad, Dennis Shasha, and Robert Shasha (2008)

Soldiers and Citizens: An Oral History of Operation Iraqi Freedom from the Battlefield
to the Pentagon, by Carl Mirra (2008)

Overcoming Katrina: African American Voices from the Crescent City and Beyond,
by D’Ann R. Penner and Keith C. Ferdinand (2009)

Bringing Desegregation Home: Memories of the Struggle toward School Integration in
Rural North Carolina, by Kate Willink (2009)

I Saw it Coming: Worker Narratives of Plant Closings and Job Loss, by Tracy E.
K’Meyer and Joy L. Hart (2010)

Speaking History: Oral Histories of the American Past, 1865-Present, by Sue
Armitage and Laurie Mercier (2010)

Surviving Bhopal: Dancing Bodies, Written Texts, and Oral Testimonials of Women
in the Wake of an Industrial Disaster, by Suroopa Mukherjee (2010)

Living with Jim Crow: African American Women and Memories of the Segregated
South, by Anne Valk and Leslie Brown (2010)

Gulag Voices: Oral Histories of Soviet Incarceration and Exile, by Jehanne M Gheith
and Katherine R. Jolluck (2011)

Detained without Cause: Muslims’ Stories of Detention and Deportation in America
_after 9/11, by Irum Shiekh (2011)



To those who lived and shared these stories



Series Editors’ Foreword

The collapse of Communism in Eastern Europe in 1989 and the fall of the Soviet
Union two years later opened the way for a remarkable efflorescence of oral his-
tory in this part of the world. The two events are distinctly related: Communist
regimes had promoted a collectivist ethic, inimical to the highly personal
accounts of individual experience encouraged by oral history. More importantly,
Communism had imposed an official silence about atrocities committed by the
state, punishing those who dissented and cultivating a culture of fear among the
populace. Liberated from this silence, scholars and citizens have turned to oral
history to recover memories, both suppressed and repressed, and to generate new
knowledge about life under Communism.

Jehanne Gheith and Katherine Jolluck’s thoughtfully conceived and finely
edited volume, Gulag Voices, is a part of this broader movement and the first
published collection of oral history interviews with Soviet Gulag survivors to
appear in English. They have defined Gulag—an acronym for Glavnoe Upravlenie
Lagerei or Main Camp Administration—broadly, to include prisons, forced labor
camps, transit camps, and special settlements, as well as psychiatric hospitals and
the “climate of fear” pervading Soviet society, and have included here ten inter-
views with 11 narrators representing a variety of experiences, including children
of Gulag prisoners who themselves were not imprisoned but suffered as a result
of their parents’ removal. The operations of memory, in all its messiness, are
palpable in the interviews, inflecting them with a particular poignancy: narrators
both condemn and support Stalinism; they recall the past with bitter intensity or
uneasy reluctance; they likely misremember elements of what happened to them,
incorporating memories that are not their own, even as they communicate the
essence of their experiences.

The collaboration between Gheith, a scholar of Russian literature and
culture, and Jolluck, a historian of Eastern Europe and the Soviet Union, has
resulted in a refined and sophisticated rendering of these interviews. They have
well situated narrators’ personal stories within the politics and society of the
Soviet era, and carefully delineated the influence of history, culture, and lan-
guage on the narrative texts. Additionally, they have included in this volume
six contemporary documents written by individuals caught within the Gulag,



x / Series Editors’ Foreword

providing a theoretically interesting assessment of ways these differ from—and
supplement—the oral histories.

We are enormously pleased to include Gulag Voices in Palgrave Macmillan’s
Studies in Oral History series. The twenty-third book in the series, it joins several
recent volumes focusing on the state-sponsored abrogation of human and civil
rights, including Suroopa Mukherjee’s Surviving Bhopal: Dancing Bodies, Written
Texts, and Oral Testimonials of Women in the Wake of an Industrial Disaster; Anne
Valk and Leslie Brown’s Living with Jim Crow: African American Women and
Memories of the Segregated South; and Irum Shiekh’s Being Muslim in America.
The series aims to bring oral history out of the archives and into the hands of stu-
dents, educators, scholars, and the reading public. Volumes are deeply grounded
in interviews and present those interviews in ways that aid readers to appre-
ciate more fully their historical significance and cultural meaning. The series
also includes work that approaches oral history more theoretically, as a point
of departure for an exploration of broad questions of cultural production and
representation.

Linda Shopes
Carlisle, Pennsylvania

Bruce M. Stave
University of Connecticut
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Note on Transliteration

Throughout this volume, we have used the Library of Congress system of trans-
literation of Russian, with a few modifications. In place names and some terms
used commonly, we have omitted the marks for soft signs. In the case of names
of individuals or places that have widely recognized spellings in the English lan-
guage, such as Moscow for Moskva, we have gone with the popular English usage.
And in cases where place names have changed since the break-up of the USSR,
we have retained the version commonly used by the Soviet government at the
time of the events (Kharkov, not Kharkiv; Akmolinsk, not Astana).
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