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Preface

Over the past ten years a new dimension has been added to the study of digestive
tract disease by the introduction and development of fibreoptic endoscopy.
Throughout this period of time, quite rightly, considerable emphasis has been
placed on the technology of fibreoptic endoscopes and their supporting systems
and the need to train doctors to perform careful, skilful examinations. To this end a
proliferation of books have appeared concentrating on these aspects. It should not
be forgotten, however, thatat the same time there have been enormous advances in
imaging techniques, in interventional radiology and in the therapeutic demand
and applications of flexible endoscopes. As a result of these changes, an annual
meeting was convened three years ago by myself entitled ‘Growing Points in
Endoscopy’. These meetings have been sponsored by Pyser Ltd, UK distributors of
Fujinon flexible endoscopes. The first four meetings have proved so successful that
it was decided to produce a book encapsulating a number of important subjects
highlighted by the meetings. The choice of material has entirely been my own and
in no way attempts to cover the whole of digestive endoscopy. It is hoped however
that this book will provide an insight into the rapidly changing and developing art
and science of fibreoptic endoscopy and its expanding role as a therapeutic
discipline.

P. R. Salmon
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