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Forewords

Itis a great pleasure to extend my heartfelt congratulations on the opening of the newly dedicated
Arts of Japan Gallery at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston.

The Tokyo National Museum was established in 1872 and is the largest museum in Japan,
with a collection currently totaling about 113,000 items and a site comprising six exhibition gallery
buildings and a Research and Information Center. The museum’s activities focus on acquisitions,
preservation, research, exhibitions, and dissemination of its collections, which consist of cultural
properties primarily from Japan and surrounding Asian countries. We welcome more than one million
visitors annually. of which approximately 10 percent are visitors from abroad. As a result. contributing
to awareness of Japanese cultural arts overseas is of profound importance to us. ‘

With the inaugural exhibition Elegant Perfection: Masterpieces of Courtly and Religious Art
from the Tokyo National Museum, we welcome you to enjoy a selection of superb examples of
Japanese aristocratic and Buddhist art that reflect an aesthetic tradition that can be traced back
to ancient times, including the National Treasure Man'yoshd, vol. 9 (Takamatsunomiya version). a
masterwork of calligraphy.

Many Japanese art objects, such as certain paintings and textiles, cannot be exhibited for
extended periods for conservation reasons due to the fragility of their materials. For this Arts of
Japan Gallery. we have selected a number of ceramics, metalworks, and other objects that can
endure prolonged exposure, and are pleased to offer them for a two-year loan period. This is the
first time a group of works from the Tokyo National Museum collection will be exhibited for such an
extended period in the United States.

We hope that by providing visitors an opportunity for firsthand experience of Japanese art, the
Arts of Japan Gallery at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston, will deepen understanding of Japanese
culture abroad and become a new center of cultural exchange between Japan and the United States.

Zeniya Masami
Executive Director
Tokyo National Museum



Japanese culture goes back more than five thousand years. Yet despite its origins in antiquity. Japan is
a nation of the future. This duality of yesterday and tomorrow is what makes Japan a unigue place in
the world. In Japan, ancient landmarks stand tranquilly among imposing skyscrapers. Early customs
continue to take place against the backdrop of the world's most advanced technologies. With one of
the largest and most powerful economies in the world, and as a center of international activity, Japan
has been able to embrace its traditions while finding its place in the larger global. political. diplomatic,
and economic arenas.

Japan's complex identity is reflected in the diverse works chosen for display in the new
Arts of Japan Gallery at the Museum of Fine Arts, Houston (MFAH). The works in the gallery range from
Neolithic to contemporary art. demonstrating the rich culture of Japan across generations. Through
the Portal Project, a contemporary artist will create a site-specific installation that will stand beside
both modern and ancient masterpieces. The gallery will thus be a reflection of Japan’s dynamic and
multifaceted character.

Over the past thirty years, the MFAH's collection of Japanese art has continued to increase
with the addition of such important works as a figure of the Amida Buddha and a haniwa warrior.
As the museum's holdings have grown. so have its local and international relationships. The MFAH's
partnership with the Tokyo National Museum will bring national treasures to Houston. These objects
will illuminate visitors with the beauty and artistry of Japan's ancient culture. We are so pleased to
be working with the Tokyo National Museum to show visitors Japan's remarkable créative heritage.
Through the new Arts of Japan Gallery. the MFAH will be able to showcase Japan's vast legacy for
generations to come. We extend special thanks to our friends and colleagues from all over the
world who have generously given so much to make this goal a reality.

Gwendolyn H. Goffe
Interim Director
The Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
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