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FOREWORD

The growth of the law in the areas of discovery, nonsupport, and descent
since the publication of original Volume 23 in 1965 compels the rewriting of
this volume.

The article on Depositions and Discovery has been extensively researched
and reorganized to reflect the influence of the Federal Rules of Civil Proce-
dure and the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure, not only in the federal
courts, but also as a model for state practice. Many states have adopted
statutes or rules patterned on the Federal Rules, and other jurisdictions have
incorporated comparable provisions into their practice acts. The current
discussion of the discovery rules reflects the extensive amendments to the
Federal Rules of Civil Procedure promulgated in 1970 and 1980.

The topic Desertion and Nonsupport reflects the increasing amount of
liigation under the Uniform Reciprocal Enforcement of Support Act, which
has proved to be more effective than criminal prosecutions to enforce support
obligations. The article also discusses recent constitutional challenges to
statutes which impose differing support requirements on fathers and mothers.

The topic Descent and Distribution includes an integrated discussion of the
effect of the Uniform Probate Code on intestate succession and modern
developments on the question of spousal rights.

The articles on Dedication, Deeds, and Deposits in Court have also been
totally reexamined and rewritten to reflect recent developments.
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