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Do you know?

”
e How did Napoleon become a French citizen?

e Why did Napoleon slap and pull the noses of his
soldiers?

e How did the Russians defeat Napoleon’s armies?

e What happened at Waterloo?

e What is the Napoleonic Code?

e Why did Napoleon divorce Josephine?

e Why were Napoleon’s teeth black?

Read this book and find the answers to these and
other questions. Learn about Napoleon Bonaparte,
one of the greatest leaders of all time. You’ll be

amazed!
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! From Corsica to Paris

Small beginnings

The story of Napoleon Bonaparte (1769-1821),
Emperor of the French, began on the island of Corsica.
For hundreds of years, Genoa, part of modern-day
Italy, had controlled Corsica. But in 1768, the Genoese
sold the island to France. All the Corsicans immediately

became French.

On 15 August 1769, Carlo and Letizia Buonaparte had
a son and they called him Napoleon. Napoleon later
changed his name from Buonaparte to Bonaparte as it

sounded more French.

! Tyrrhenian Sea / ()

: . NOTES
q Corsica / 'kosika / RIFAE &

ﬂ . Genoa / 'dzenava / A HBIL




Big dreams

As a child, Napoleon played on Corsica’s beaches and
watched the British warships sail by. Napoleon dreamed of
becoming a commander on one of these ships. However,
Napoleon’s parents did not have the money to get their son

into a foreign navy.

Napoleon did not know that the British
would one day be his greatest enemy! |

'
Q Y . @ NOTES
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- From Corsica to Paris

The French boys laughed at Napoleon in Brienne.

At school

When Napoleon was nine, he was sent on a scholarship
to a military school in Brienne, France. Napoleon hated
the school. The French boys laughed at him because he

was a poor Corsican. He also struggled to learn French.

But Napoleon was a good student and he did especially

well in maths. He also )
d

showed talent for strategy. A= NOTES
Once in a school snowball  scholarship / 'skolofip / X% &
military / 'mulitori / EAR), ZEBARY
struggle / 'stragal / fEHEE 1, &3}
and his team completely especially /1'spefali / 45 5llih, LH

strategy / 'stretidzi / £L%, EUBE

fight, he thought of a plan

defeated the other side!




From Corsica to Paris

First taste of military life

When he was 15, Napoleon was chosen to attend a

military academy in Paris. He was actually too young for

the school, but his teachers recognised his talents and

put the rules aside.
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- From Corsica to Paris

3 The French Revolution

? The French Royal family had ruled France for hundreds of
d years. By the mid-18th century, the French people had

3: become dissatisfied with their kings and queens. They

I wanted to rule themselves.

On 14 July 1789, a large crowd of angry Frenchmen
stormed the Bastille in Paris. This marked the beginning of
the French Revolution.
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1t 14 July is now France’s |
National Day. ¥

dissatisfy / di'satisfar / T H =
Bastille / baes'tizl / B LEERR
mark / mazk / B RARE




From Corsica to Paris -
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The revolution confinued for a period of ten years. During
these years, King Louis XVI and his queen, Marie Antoinette,
were executed with Madame Guillotine, and France

became a Republic.

The;a-iFrench Revolution was important around the world,

‘a1 giving oppressed people new ideas about their

rights to freedom, equality and peace.
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- The guiliotine was a machine used for

cutting off people’s heads. 40,000 .
people died by it ' 'g
* during the French 5
i Revolution and it
was nicknamed
Madame Guillotine.

execute / 'eksikjut / HERLIE
§ guillotine/ 'gilotin/ CEE{EAR) Mk&
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B Activity

10

What made a difference?
A lot of the fun of history is seeing how small details have

helped shape great events. Complete these sentences:

. Genoa sold Corsica, so Napoleon was

born

2. Napoleon's parents were poor, so
Napoleon was not able to join a

foreign navy. Instead, he ended up

fighting the
3. His teachers ignored the rules so

Napoleon went to when

he was 15.
4. Storming the Bastille on 14 July

turned the day into
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Rise to Power




Rise to Power 7

When the French Revolution started, Napoleon wanted to
use his training to free his homeland, Corsica. He spent
two years fighting for the Corsican independence
movement. But when he found out that they wanted to

get help from the British, he decided to leave Corsica.

In August 1792, Napoleon returned to Paris and rejoined
the French army. He was now a true Frenchman. In June
1793, he was sent to the south of France. There he fought
the British for the first time and began to sh@hls military

talent.

S NOTES

independence movement 3




