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PREFACE

This revised edition was started during a study-leave in Scotland, at the
Centre of European Governmental Studies which is part of the Law Faculty
of Edinburgh University. This leave was made possible thanks to a fellowship
from the Leverhulme Trust Foundation. 1 gratefully acknowledge this
assistance. Originally, the revision was conceived as a supplement to the
first edition. When, however, it appeared that the first edition was running
out of print, it was agreed upon that a completely revised edition was
preferable. Indeed, from merely statistical figures it already appears that a
good deal has happened in the field of supervision in European Community
law since the first edition was closed: spring 1977. As from that period up to
the end of 1985 more infringements by Member States regarding their
treaty obligations have been recorded and dealt with than in all the previous
years of the Communities’ existence. Of course, the Communities have also
been enlarged as from 1973. However, does that explain the boom of
infringement cases after 1977? From the study undertaken over the past
years it clearly appears that a reappraisal has occurred, especially in the
Commission’s philosophy vis-a-vis the supervision problem. These new
developments have now been integrated in the present study.

It may be recalled that the laborious task of translating the orginal study
into English had been accomplished with the utmost care by Miss C. DIKSHOORN.
The revision was conceived direct in English. However, she was so kind as
to check everything in detail and to read through the entire text as often as
necessary. I am most grateful to her.

Thanks is also expressed to Mrs Marcella Kikr, Joeke SpeE, and Elli van
LErUweEN, who managed to master the often fickle apparatus of modern
times: the word-processor. Moreover, 1 gratefully acknowlegde the assistance of
the Utrecht Foundation for International Publications, the 'Sint Jansfonds’,
and the "Legatum Visserianum'. Furthermore, the attention and care of both
the printers, MEDER & SitGeERs, and the publishers, North-Holland
Publishing Company, are gratefully acknowledged.

Finally, all those persons who have assisted me in some way, but who are
not mentioned by name, arc requested to bear in mind that they all occupy a
warm corner in the present author’s heart.

Bilthoven, spring 1986

H.A.H. AUDRETSCH
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For Marrie,
Arianne, and Lucy
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