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M & E CASEBOOKS

M & E Casebooks are recommended reading for
examination syllabuses all over the world.

Each book contains a series of cases which illustrate
the important legal principles and doctrines relevant to
the area of law which they cover, its scope and its
development. The facts of each case are clearly set out
together with a commentary and the judge’s summing-
up.

The handy pocket-book size and competitive price
make Casebooks the perfect companion to M & E law
Handbooks and a useful pre-examination revision aid
in their own right. Casebooks are also invaluable to
anyone who wants to grasp quickly and easily the
essential principles of a particular area of law.



Preface

This CASEBOOK does not aim to be a comprehensive text on
consumer protection law—most of which is statutory anyway.
Instead it is hoped that it will be a signpost to how the courts
have approached legal problems arising in areas of law that affect,
one way or another, the consumer. Consequently much emphasis
is placed on the principles of common law and equity and on how
these principles have been adapted over the last 100 years to cope
with the rise of a consumer society.

It is intended that the book will appeal to law students other
than those in the fields of sale of goods, credit and security, con-
sumer protection and the like and I have therefore chosen some
of the judgments with an eye to those interested in legal method
and the common law in general. But a more ambitious aim is
that the book should also appeal to the inquiring lay person and
to students of non-legal disciplines: casebooks present an ideal
opportunity for lawyers to make accessible details of linguistic,
moral, political and social problems that one part of our society
has to face, and make decisions upon, as a matter of everyday
occupation. And it is surely desirable that these decisions should
increasingly come under the scrutiny of non-lawyers.

One final point. If this CASEBOOK reads a little like an
author’s “Hundred Best Cases” (as one manuscript reader has
suggested) then so much the better; for there is no reason why old
favourites should be confined to Radio 4.

March 1979 G.S.
Keele University
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