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Goliath tarantulas are the most enormous spiders in the world. Most people
consider them to be extremely dangerous and avoid them, but not tarantula
expert Rick West. He seeks out tarantulas because he has an important story to
tell. What information does West want to share with the world? Are tarantulas
as dangerous as people think?




Goliath Tarantulas. Read the paragraph. Then write the basic form of each underlined word
next to the correct definition.

The Goliath tarantula is the largest spider in the world and can have a leg span of
over 30 centimeters when fully extended. It's native to the rain forest regions of northern
South America and usually lives in burrows in the ground. Like some other tarantulas,
the Goliath has sharp fangs and thousands of barbed hairs on its body, abdomen, and

legs. The Goliath also produces silk, which it uses to make nests in trees or webs near the
ground.

1. having sharp points that curve backwards:

the stomach area; the lower part of an insect’s body:

a hole in the ground in which animals live:

a long, sharp, pointed tooth:

a delicate fiber or thread spun by spiders:

oA W

the measure of space from one point to another:

O Tarantula Hunt. Read the paragraph. Then match each word with the correct definition.

Tarantula expert Rick West has traveled into the dense rain forests of French Guiana
to find Goliath tarantulas in their natural habitat. West’s intention is to educate people
about tarantulas since the spiders have often been given a bad rap. Although they carry
venom in their fangs and have been known to bite humans when threatened, they are not
usually deadly. However, their venom does prove to be a valuable weapon against their
prey. The Goliath is a very dangerous predator for birds and other small animals.

1. dense A. poison

2. habitat _______ B. atool used to harm or kill

3. badrap ______ C. thick; crowded together

4. venom _____ D. the area in which an animal lives

5. weapon ____ E. an animal that kills and eats other animals

6. prey F. animals killed for food by other animals

7. predator _______ G. a negative general opinion about the quality of
something untrue or without reason




| WATCHING

Part 1

Watch Part 1. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.

1. Which of the following descriptions of tarantulas is true?

A. Tarantulas are usually as big as a dinner plate.

B. Although tarantulas are of different shapes and colors, they are about the same
size.

C. Tarantulas usually live a long life, so they are called “ancient hunters.”

D. Tarantulas are not only good at hunting, but also have strong survival ability.

. Where does Rick West, a tarantula expert, usually find the world’s largest spiders?

A. In the forests in France. B. In the forests in Canada.

C. In the forests in French Guiana. D. In the forests in Columbia.

. In West’s opinion, what is the main reason for people to be frightened of tarantulas?

A. Tarantulas have always been described wrongly in the media.
B. They are usually large and bright-colored.
C. Their appearance causes natural fear.

D. They usually creep out of the shadow and scare people.

Il. Watch again. Complete each of the following sentences about Rick West. Write the exact

words you hear.

7~

1. He is one of the world’s tarantula
experts.

. He goes to some of the most far-off and
places on the planet to look for tarantulas.

. He has devoted much of his time to
tarantulas to people worldwide.

. He feels tarantulas need his support since people

against them.




lll. Oral work. Work with a partner. Summarize what you have learned about tarantulas. Use
these questions to help you. Then present your summaries to the class.

1. What do tarantulas look like?
2. What is the history of the tarantula?
3. How do most people feel about tarantulas? Why do they feel that way?

EXXII

Part 2
iC

OO

 ssssa/sunns
I. Watch Part 2. Decide whether the following statements are true (T) or false (F).

1. Tarantulas may choose a lot of places as their habitat such as burrows in the ground,
cliff faces or trees.

2. Some types of tarantulas are human killers because they consider humans to be
potential attackers.

3. West releases the first tarantula he catches since he knows this particular type. ______

4. Goliath tarantulas can sometimes be dangerous to human beings.

5. The barbed hairs that cover the Goliath tarantula’s abdomen are poisonous.

Il. Watch again. Find out the dangers Rick West faces in his search for a Goliath. Fill in the
blanks with the words or expressions you hear.

1. Rick often goes into where most of people wouldn’t

2. He never knows what he might find in the dark caves. It’s one of those

things; he has to go in to see what’s in there.

3. There are some places where it’s almost impossible to , for he is
always things.

4. There’s razor grass; there are a lot of things in there that will you.

5. Besides its fangs, the Goliath has some very weapons such as its

“urticating hairs” which can cause a great deal of




lil. Listen and repeat. You're going to hear five sentences selected from the video. Repeat
each sentence after it is spoken twice. Then write the sentences.

N
Part 3
| S 8858
XDy Ts

I. Watch Part 3. Choose the correct statements |
about West and the Goliath tarantula. ‘

[] West finally finds a Goliath whose leg span is about ten inches across.
[ ] West is a bit scared of having a spider that size on his back because it looks like a
monster.

The Goliath is about to start scraping those hairs off its abdomen, so West lets it go.

0o

The Goliath tarantula is more active at night than in the daytime, because its eyesight
is very good.

[] The Goliath tarantula usually sets a trap made of silk near the entrance to its burrow
to attract its prey.

The Goliath tarantula detects its prey mainly by feeling instead of seeing.

0 O

It’s like ringing a dinner bell for the hungry tarantula as the prey’s movement makes
a sound when it touches the silk.

[] For most people, the tarantula’s bite may feel like a bee sting.



Watch again. Underline and replace the incorrect words in the following sentences based
on what you hear.

1. The jungle at night would frighten most people, but for West, night is a difficult time

to be in the jungle.

2. “I'm not frightened at all by having a spider that size on my hand.”

3. “If she were to use her front legs and scrape those hairs off her abdomen, they'd get

into my skin and cause great irritation.”

4. When the alarmed creature steps on the silk string, the string moves slightly and acts

as a trip wire.

5. It’s only a matter of time before some careless creature wanders near the Goliath’s

trap.

Oral work. Work with a partner. Discuss how a Goliath tarantula catches its prey.

make a trap; lay silk down; come within range; attack; feel; sensitive

Watch the entire video. Put the following statements in the correct order.

A. West finally finds the world’s largest tarantula in the jungle at night.

B. West talks about the difficulties of walking through the jungle.

C. West observes how the tarantula catches its prey.

D. West identifies the type of tarantula — Ephebopus rufescens.

E. West enters a dark cavern.

F. West pursues the tarantula out of its burrow and catches it in a plastic container.

G. West argues that people are prejudiced against tarantulas despite having no reason
to be afraid.

H. West takes a boat to the rain forests of French Guiana.

I. West releases the female spider and continues his research for a Goliath.

O S s T s TR s B o SR o SRS s TR o AR



Il. Oral work. Work with a partner and role play a dialogue between Rick West and someone
who is afraid of spiders. West is trying to convince him / her that tarantulas are harmless
creatures.

frightened; terrified; hairy; big size; bad rap; described wrongly in horror
bright-colored; long fangs; dangerous; movies; be biased against; no reason to
poisonous; terrible dream; dark be afraid; remote areas; unless threatened;
caverns; creep out of the shadow no report of human death; no worse than

a bee sting; not a killer of humans

lll. Project. Form groups of three or four. Each group does research on another kind of tarantula,
such as the Brazilian yellow banded, California ebony, Ecuadorian purple, Sri Lankan
ornamental or Zimbabwe gray. Each group is required to write a report to help a spider hunter
to search for and recognize that particular type of tarantula.

Tarantula

Colour
Size
| Habitat

lifespan




READING

The King of the Spiders

I For some, the huge Goliath tarantula
may be one of the most terrifying sights in
the natural world. Witnessing one of these
enormous hairy creatures creeping along a
tree branch can seem like a scene from a
scary movie or a terrible dream. Its size
alone may fill one with terror. This hairy
spider, which is considered to be the biggest
spider in the world, can reach the size of a
dinner plate!

2 The Goliath is the largest of the
tarantulas, and tarantula spiders in general
are considered to be the biggest species of
spiders. There’s an enormous number of
different types of tarantulas out there, and
they come in a wide range of shapes, colors,
and sizes. The colors alone offer a huge
variety — some are orange, others are blue,
and still others are delicate shades of pink.
In fact, there are more than 800 known
species of tarantula in the world, and
scientists are finding new ones all the time.

3 Most people would prefer to stay as far

away as possible from hairy monsters like
the Goliath, but tarantula expert Rick West
is not like most people. He’s a man who is
fascinated by tarantulas, and who regularly
travels to the jungles of French Guiana to
find the world’s largest spiders in their
natural habitat.

4 These amazing creatures don’t seem to
be easily frightened, not even by humans.
Amazingly, they actually seem comfortable
coming very close to people, sometimes even
walking on them. West explains that
tarantulas are often able to do this because
they don’t seem to be aware that they're
walking on anything different. To them, a
person could be anything from the natural
world, even a tree. “They’ll just walk on you,”
West explains as a large tarantula works its
way across his shoulder and up towards his
neck, “because they don’t know me from a
piece of wood.”

-

5  The tarantula is truly the “King of the
Spiders.” It’s a skilled hunter, which can
jump incredibly quickly to catch smaller
insects. Sometimes, it will even take on
larger prey, including snakes. When
hunting, tarantulas often wrap their hairy
legs around their prey to hold it before

Gk
creep /krixp/ vi. move slowly and quietly’ﬁ
inject /in'dzekt/ vt. force a substance
(usually a liquid) into a person or thing
malign /ma'lam/ vi. speak or write bad
things about someone or something

go for the jugular /'dzagjsla/ (slang) try

to destroy someone or something

creep (someone) out (slang) cause fear
and disgust



injecting it with venom from their long fangs.
These large spiders are also tough survivors
and are able to do well in almost every
climate and landscape. Tarantulas have
existed for an extended period of time, so
they have had time to evolve and improve
their skills. They're ancient hunters, the
product of 25 million years of evolution,
which has made them master predators,
perfectly adapted to their habitats.

6 Of this incredible species of spider, the
biggest and “baddest” of them all is the
Goliath tarantula. The Goliath can grow to
over 30 centimeters wide, with fangs up to
5 centimeters long. This huge spider makes
its home in the remote rain forests of French
Guiana, and that’s where Rick West must go
to find it.

7 West is one of the world’s leading
tarantula experts, and his interest in the
giant spiders often takes him from his home
in 3ritish Columbia, Canada, to some of the
most far-off and inaccessible places on the
planet. It isn’t an easy journey for him to
see his favorite creatures deep in the
French Guiana rain forest. First, he must
travel via boat on one of the region’s small

channels deep into the jungle. Then, he
must leave the boat behind and walk for
miles even deeper into the forest, using a
knife to cut his way through the thick
ground cover.

8  Over the years, Rick has become a great
supporter of tarantulas, and has devoted
much of his time to trying to explain them
to people all over the world. He feels that
they really need his support as people are
often biased against them despite having
no reason to be afraid. One of the main
reasons for this bias is the fact that the giant
spiders usually receive a lot of poor and
unfair coverage in movies and on television.
“They have had a bad rap,” he explains.
“They’ve been maligned in horror movies.
These are the things that — as we’ve come
up through our years watching television
[and] science fiction movies — it’s always
the thing that creeps out of the shadow and
goes for the jugular. It creeps people out and

gives them the wrong impression.”




9  While tarantulas may not actually be

the “bad guys,” like some people think they
are, they certainly live in some scary places.
In his search for these huge spiders, Rick
often goes into locations where most of us
wouldn’t dare to step, including dark,
isolated caves in the middle of the jungle.
“There’s a cave here in French Guiana,” West
explains. “It is primordial. As you enter down
into this dark cavern and look backwards
into the light, the vines are hanging down
at the entrance.”

10  As he talks about the cave, Rick also
notes that it is not always an enjoyable
place to visit. “You know there [are] snakes
in there,” he reports. “You can hear the bats
starting to swirl around as you enter the
cave. You just don’t know where they are,
so that creeps you out.” West then explains
that, for him, exploring these caves and
discovering the unknown secrets that lie
within them is something he must do. The
prospect of what he might find is irresistible.
“It’s one of those compelling things. | have to
go in to see what’s in there.”

11 Since Rick is in Guiana, he pays a visit
to the primordial cave. He slowly cuts his
way through the forest and finally reaches

the cave entrance. As he nears the huge dark

cavern, it seems as if he’s walking into a
black hole, but this doesn’t bother West.
He bravely continues to pick his way over
the rocks and tree roots to get farther into
the cave, using his flashlight to find his way.
Once he gets deep inside, he begins
overturning rocks and looking around. At
last he sees what he has come for: a
tarantula burrow. There could be a good
sized spider in there, so he cautiously
approaches it and holds his flashlight
towards the burrow in order to examine it
closely.

12 After he’s taken a look, West notes that
there is indeed a tarantula in the burrow.
“You can see a tarantula in it,” he explains.
“I [won’t] know what kind it is until I get it
out, so ...” With this comment, West bends
towards the burrow and gets closer to the
entrance so he can better see the tarantula.
Then suddenly he says, “Wait a minute. It’s
come out the back. There’s a hole in the
back here.” West quickly moves around to
the other side of the burrow. “It’s just on
the back wall,” he reports. “Maybe I can tease
it out.” He then takes a long stick and gently
pushes the tarantula towards the entrance
to the hole. As the spider begins to move
and comes into view, West says excitedly,
“There it is, there it is!” But he then adds
with concern, “I don’t know if I can get it.”
The spider is still quite deep within the
burrow, one fast move and it could
disappear once more.




