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LANDSCAPE AND CONTEXT

The landscape of our times is far from what our distant ancestors
admired, where nature was the protagonist of the scenes for
contemplation. From the classics to the romantics, nature has been an
object of admiration and imitation, of beauty’s aspirations, finding
within it a reason for delight and longed-for perfection.

Not until the 18th century came along, and more precisely Hegel, was
the maximum beauty, up to then ascribed to nature, clearly confronted
with the artistic beauty derived from man'’s work, opposing the work
of the spirit with the result of natural phenomena. For Hegel, man-
made art is the clear winner of this invented battle; art-derived beauty
triumphs over the indifference of the sublime natural spectacle.

Clear debtors of Hegel’s philosophy, modern aesthetics and artistic
modernity in which we are stillimmersed, make us perceive,
contemplate, sketch, photograph, feel, think and talk of the
landscapes we see and experience in Hegelian terms, in the sense
that we value their beauty totally influenced by an artistic vision
related to modern aesthetics and a sense of art that is in debt with
modernity.

Man, politics and history are the elements that have mutated nature
and natural landscape over the past centuries, transforming them
through activities such as agriculture, stockbreeding, mining, rural
and urban settlings, public works or communication infrastructures.

Itis not recent, but it is now when in the cities we sometimes try to
recreate pieces of nature, of a nature already transformed by man
and turned into cultural landscape.

The keys that architects, politicians and landscapists work with in
these corners that the modern city offers, fortunately have little in
common with the romantic ideals. But their actions must be capable
of offering answers that establish a delicate balance between the
true needs of the modern community and the cultural guidelines of
the social and cultural context in each place.

César Azcarate
Doctor of Architecture
Partner of ACXT

Bilbao, 14 May 2012

preface

Joan Mirg, the lark’s wing, edged in golden
blue, returns to the heart of the poppy which
rests over the field of diamonds, 1967.

ACXT, Galindez slope, Bilbao.
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preface

LANDSCAPE AND CONTEXT

The landscape of our times is far from what our distant ancestors

admired, where nature was the protagonist of the scenes for

contemplation. From the classics to the romantics, nature has been an

object of admiration and imitation, of beauty’s aspirations, finding R
within it a reason for delight and longed-for perfection.

Not until the 18th century came along, and more precisely Hegel, was ’
the maximum beauty, up to then ascribed to nature, clearly confronted

with the artistic beauty derived from man’s work, opposing the work

of the spirit with the result of natural phenomena. For Hegel, man-

made art is the clear winner of thisinvented battle; art-derived beauty

triumphs over the indifference of the sublime natural spectacle. Joan Miré, the lark’s wing, edged in golden
’ 7

blue, returns to the heart of the poppy which
rests over the field of diamonds, 1967.

Clear debtors of Hegel’s philosophy, modern aesthetics and artistic
modernity in which we are stillimmersed, make us perceive,
contemplate, sketch, photograph, feel, think and talk of the
landscapes we see and experience in Hegelian terms, in the sense
that we value their beauty totally influenced by an artistic vision
related to modern aesthetics and a sense of art that isin debt with
modernity.

Man, politics and history are the elements that have mutated nature
and natural landscape over the past centuries, transforming them
through activities such as agriculture, stockbreeding, mining, rural
and urban settlings, public works or communication infrastructures.

ACXT, Galindez slope, Bilbao.

It is not recent, but it is now when in the cities we sometimes try to
recreate pieces of nature, of a nature already transformed by man
and turned into cultural landscape.

The keys that architects, politicians and landscapists work with in
these corners that the modern city offers, fortunately have little in
common with the romantic ideals. But their actions must be capable
of offering answers that establish a delicate balance between the
true needs of the modern community and the cultural guidelines of
the social and cultural context in each place.

César Azcarate
Doctor of Architecture
Partner of ACXT

Bilbao, 14 May 2012



STREET VIEW

3LHD

FoRM Associates

GKMP ARCHITECTS LTD.

Hood Design

HOLLWICH KUSHNER LLC

IBI Group

LYVR, LYSBETH DE GROOT-DE VRIES
SASAKI ASSOCIATES

Cox Architecture, Architects 61

ASPECT Studios

Bjorbekk & Lindheim Landscape Architects
LORENZO NOE STUDIO DI ARCHITETTURA
studiolNSITE, LLC

OKRA Landscape Architects

Rehwaldt LA

FoRM Associates

FORREC LTD.

ACXT ARCHITECTS

010——015
016——017
018——023
024—-—029
030——035
036——049
048——051
052——055
056——059
060——061
062——065
066——067
068——075
076——091
092~={%95
096——101
102——105

106——111



114——123
124——133
134——142
143——147
148——159
160——165
166——169
170——175
176—=—117
178——181
182——=191
192——207
208——213
214—-—229
230——233
234—-—243

Consultora Metropolis

DOMINIQUE PERRAULT ARCHITECTURE
J.MAYER H. ARCHITECTS

Studio Patricia Meneses

ZAHA HADID

1:1 landskab

Affleck de la Riva Architecs

AMEC

Arup

BDP

Bjorbekk & Lindheim Landscape Architects
Claude Cormier +Associés Inc.

David Flynn Architect

IBI Group

Gustafson Porter Ltd.

LDA Design



Maxwan Architects + Urbanists
Mecanoo architecten
Metrobox Architekten
Mikyoung Kim Design
Newtown Landscape Architects CC
NIPPAYSAGE

OKRA Landscape Architects
ONG&ONG

PEG

Rehwaldt LA

SEIWO00

STANTON WILLIAMS LTD.
studioINSITE, LLC

VLB ARCHITECTURE & PLANNING LTD.

FoRM Associates
MVRDV

Mathews & Associates Architects

244——261
262——281
282——285
286——289
290——295
296——299
300——317
318——323
324——329
330——333
334——339
340——347
348——351
352——369
370——371
372——3717

378——381



382——391 Audrius Ambrasas Architects
392——403 SASAKI ASSOCIATES

centributers




STREET VIEW

3LHD

FoRM Associates

GKMP ARCHITECTS LTD.

Hood Design

HOLLWICH KUSHNER LLC

IBlI Group

LYVR, LYSBETH DE GROOT-DE VRIES
SASAKI ASSOCIATES

Cox Architecture, Architects 61

ASPECT Studios

Bjorbekk & Lindheim Landscape Architects
LORENZO NOE STUDIO DI ARCHITETTURA
studiolNSITE, LLC

OKRA Landscape Architects

Rehwaldt LA

FoRM Associates

FORREC LTD.

ACXT ARCHITECTS




i

i4 kw” ‘
w




