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PREFACE

European competition law represents a classical field of application of European
sanctioning law. Already since 1962 the European Commission has been able to
impose fines on undertakings and associations of undertakings in order to sanc-
tion infringements of the European competition law rules, whereas the European
Commission made use of its sanctioning competencies to a considerable extent.
Starting from 1 May 2004, the consequence of the reform of the European
competition law will be a large decentralised application and enforcement of the
European competition rules. In particular, the national competition authorities
will be obliged to sanction infringements of Articles 81 and 82 EC Treaty.

Concerning merely the reform of European competition law, the effective imple-
mentation of the European competition rules necessitates the study of the national
competition law systems of the EU Member States. Based on the fact that national
competition authorities will be obliged to apply national competition procedural
and sanctioning law while enforcing the European competition law, it would be
advantageous to be aware of the differences of the various national competition
law systems within the European Community.

The present book reproduces the results of the research project “Competition law
sanctioning in the European Union: EU law influence on the national law system
of sanctions in the European area”, which was realised in close cooperation
between the law faculties of the University of Bayreuth (Chair of Prof. Dr. Ger-
hard Dannecker) and the University of Utrecht (Centre for the Enforcement of
European law).

In order to investigate to what extent the European competition law affected
the national competition law orders, reporters from 12 Member States of the EU,
which were included in the research project, prepared a national report on the
basis of a questionnaire. Additionally, the intermediate results of the research
project were presented and discussed at a conference which was held in Utrecht
on 27" and 28" June 2002. The country reports and the contributions by the
participants to the conference can be found in the present book as well as the
general report, in which the country reports and the contributions to the confe-
rence in Utrecht were analised.

The realisation of the research project would not have been possible without the
financial support of the German Research Foundation (Deutsche Forschungsge-
meinschaft/DFG).
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In addition, we are grateful to the Dutch Competition Authority not only for their
financial support, but also for the contributions and suggestions by its employees.

We would like to thank the G.J. Wiarda Institute of Utrecht University for
their financial support and Maris van der Laak, Christopher Dallimore and Peter
Morris for their support in translating and correcting the texts.

This project has taken place within the framework of the cooperation between
DFG and NWO. Therefore, we are also grateful to the Dutch Scientific Council
(NWO).

Furthermore, we would like to thank the editors of the G.J. Wiarda Institute,
Willemien Vreekamp and Irnsje Veerman.

Special thanks go to Yasemin Kortek, University of Bayreuth. The realisation
of the research project depended to a large extent on her extensive contribution
and on her capable coordinating talents.

We have every confidence that the present book will find its way to everyone who
is interested in competition law or competition law enforcement in general and
particularly the enforcement of the European competition rules.

Bayreuth/Utrecht, July 2003

Gerhard Dannecker, Oswald Jansen
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