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Authors’ Note to the Third Edition

The opportunity afforded by our Publishers to make a number of
additions and changes to the second edition of Research Methods
in Education was too good to miss.

We have added new sections to several chapters and rewritten
others. In particular, a section on validity has been added to
Chapter 4 (Surveys), an outline of meta-analysis in educational
research is included in Chapter 8 (Experiments: Quasi-
Experiments and Single-Case Research) and a discussion of
discourse analysis extends the Chapter on Accounts (Chapter 10).

In addition we have brought to readers’ notice a range of recent
research publications by updating the references and notes in most
of the fifteen chapters that comprise the text.

Louis Cohen
Lawrence Manion
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Foreword

There are three common types of books on research methods. The
first leads the reader through the stages of research as if there was
a mechanical sequence that, if followed, arrives invariably at
reliable and valid evidence. The second type supports one
approach in opposition to others. Here the reader is made aware
that there are a variety of approaches and that there is disagree-
ment over their relative virtues. But there is still an attempt to sell
one of many possible ways of collecting evidence. The third type of
book introduces the reader to the variety of research methods
without taking sides. In all three types of book, the intended audi-
ence is the minority who undertake research.

There are a few books of a fourth type which can introduce
research methods not only to those who will become researchers,
but to the majority who will use the evidence produced.

Louis Cohen and Lawrence Manion have added to the small
number of books that can serve both researchers and consumers of
research evidence. A wide range of methods used in education are
presented and these include both traditional and more recent
approaches. The book is striking for its breadth, wealth of
examples and balanced content. This balance is obtained by
describing the method, providing examples and commenting on
strengths and weaknesses. It is written in an engagingly straight-
forward style. Above all, it should provide an excellent intro-
duction to the rich variety on the research menu!

Marten Shipman

Professor of Education
University of Warwick
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