


WORLD WAR Il - TIME-LIFE BOOKS - ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

BY LEONARD MOSLEY

AND THE EDITORS OF TIME-LIFE BOOKS

~ THEBRTTLE OF BRITAIN



Time-Life Books Inc.
is a wholly owned subsidiary of
TIME INCORPORATED

Founder: Henry R. Luce 1898-1967

Editor-in-Chief: Henry Anatole Grunwald
President: ). Richard Munro

Chairman of the Board: Ralph P. Davidson
Executive Vice President: Clifford ). Grum
Chairman, Executive Committee: James R. Shepley
Editorial Director: Ralph Graves

Group Vice President, Books: Joan D. Manley
Vice Chairman: Arthur Temple

TIME-LIFE BOOKS INC.

Managing Editor: Jerry Korn

Executive Editor: David Maness

Assistant Managing Editors: Dale M. Brown
(planning), George Constable, Martin Mann,
John Paul Porter, Gerry Schremp (acting)

Art Director: Tom Suzuki

Chief of Research: David L. Harrison

Director of Photography: Robert G. Mason
Assistant Art Director: Arnold C. Holeywell
Assistant Chief of Research: Carolyn L. Sackett
Assistant Director of Photography: Dolores A. Littles

Chairman: John D. McSweeney

President: Carl G. Jaeger

Executive Vice Presidents: John Steven Maxwell,
David J. Walsh

Vice Presidents: George Artandi (comptroller);
Stephen L. Bair (legal counsel); Peter G. Barnes;
Nicholas Benton (public relations);

John L. Canova; Beatrice T. Dobie (personnel);
Carol Flaumenhaft (consumer affairs);

James L. Mercer (Europe/South Pacific);
Herbert Sorkin (production); Paul R. Stewart
(marketing)

WORLD WAR 11

Editorial Staff for The Battle of Britain

Editors: William K. Goolrick, Charles Osborne
Picture Editor/Designer: Charles Mikolaycak
Text Editor: Valerie Moolman

Staff Writers: Ruth Kelton, James Randall
Researchers: Josephine Reidy, Doris Coffin,
Mary Carroll Marden, Clara Nicolai,

Suzanne Wittebort

Editorial Assistant: Cecily Gemmell

Editorial Production

Production Editor: Douglas B. Graham
Operations Manager: Gennaro C. Esposito,
Gordon E. Buck (assistant)

Assistant Production Editor: Feliciano Madrid
Quality Control: Robert L. Young (director),
James J. Cox (assistant), Daniel J. McSweeney,
Michael G. Wight (associates)

Art Coordinator: Anne B. Landry

Copy Staff: Susan B. Galloway (chief),

Mary Ellen Slate, Celia Beattie

Picture Department: Susan Hearn

Traffic: Kimberly K. Lewis

Correspondents: Elisabeth Kraemer (Bonn);
Margot Hapgood, Dorothy Bacon, Lesley Coleman
(London); Susan Jonas, Lucy T. Voulgaris (New
York); Maria Vincenza Aloisi, Josephine du Brusle
(Paris); Ann Natanson (Rome). Valuable assistance
was also provided by: Karin B. Pearce (London);
Carolyn T. Chubet, Miriam Hsia, Christina
Lieberman (New York); Mimi Murphy (Rome).

The Author: LEONARD MOSLEY, a native of Man-
chester, England, served as a war correspondent in
the Far East and in Europe, where his reporting won
him an Order of the British Empire. Among his more
than 20 books are: On Borrowed Time, a study of
the diplomacy of the period preceding World War
I1; Backs to the Wall, an account of life in London
during nearly five years of bombing; The Last Days
of the British Raj; and biographies of Reich Marshal
Hermann Géring, of Japanese Emperor Hirohito and
of Charles A. Lindbergh.

The Consultants: A. E. CAMPBELL is Professor of
American History at the University of Birmingham,
England. He was formerly Fellow and Tutor of Mod-
ern History at Keble College, Oxford, and has been
Visiting Professor at several American universities.
He is the author of Great Britain and the United
States: 1895-1903.

COL. JOHN R. ELTING, USA (Ret.), is a military his-
torian and author of The Battle of Bunker’s Hill, The
Battles of Saratoga and Military History and Atlas of
the Napoleonic Wars. He edited Military Uniforms
in America: The Era of the American Revolution,
1755-1795 and Military Uniforms in America:
Years of Growth, 1796-1851, and was associate
editor of The West Point Atlas of American Wars.

HANS-ADOLF JACOBSEN, Director of the Seminar
for Political Science at the University of Bonn, is the
co-author of Anatomy of the S.S., and editor of De-
cisive Battles of World War I1: The German View.

JAMES P. SHENTON, Professor of History at Colum-
bia University, has lectured frequently on educa-
tional television. He is the author of History of the
United States from 1865 to the Present and Robert
John Walker: A Politician from Jackson to Lincoln.

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication Data

Mosley, Leonard, 1913-
The Battle of Britain

(World War I1; v. 3)
Bibliography: p. 204
Includes index.
1. Britain, Battle of, 1940. London—Bombardment,
1940.
I. Time-Life Books. Il. Title. IlI. Series.
D756.5.B7M67 940.53'41 76-45540
ISBN 0-8094-2460-6
ISBN 0-8094-2459-2 (lib. bdg.)
ISBN 0-8094-2458-4 (retail ed.)

For information about any Time-Life book, please write:

Reader Information
Time-Life Books

541 North Fairbanks Court
Chicago, Illinois 60611

© 1977 Time-Life Books Inc. All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by
any electronic or mechanical means, including informa-
tion storage and retrieval devices or systems, without pri-
or written,-permission from the publisher, except that
brief passages may be quoted for reviews.

Sixth printing. Revised 1981.

Published simultaneously in Canada.

Library of Congress catalogue card number 76-45540.
School and library distribution by Silver Burdett
Company, Morristown, New Jersey.

TIME-LIFE is a trademark of Time Incorporated U.S.A.




GHAPTERS

1: Britain at Bay 18

2: The Prefight Odds 46

3: Day of the Eagle 86

4: The Attack on London 114

5: The Crucible of the Blitz 136

6: Finale for the Bombers 182
PICTURE ESSAYS

Hitler’s Nibble at the Channel 6
Ready for Jerry 28

The Redoubtable Mr. Churchill 58
The Grandiose Herr Goring 72
Exodus from the Cities 100
Waiting for the Scramble 124
Ordeal by Fire 150

Rallying the Home Front 168
Germany’s Fallen Eagles 192

Bibliography
Acknowledgments
Picture Credits
Index

204
204
205
206

GONTENTS



THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN



Other Publications:

LIBRARY OF HEALTH

CLASSICS OF THE OLD WEST

THE EPIC OF FLIGHT

THE GOOD COOK

THE SEAFARERS

THE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF COLLECTIBLES
THE GREAT CITIES

HOME REPAIR AND IMPROVEMENT
THE WORLD’S WILD PLACES

THE TIME-LIFE LIBRARY OF BOATING
HUMAN BEHAVIOR

THE ART OF SEWING

THE OLD WEST

THE EMERGENCE OF MAN

THE AMERICAN WILDERNESS

THE TIME-LIFE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF GARDENING

LIFE LIBRARY OF PHOTOGRAPHY

THIS FABULOUS CENTURY

FOODS OF THE WORLD

TIME-LIFE LIBRARY OF AMERICA

TIME-LIFE LIBRARY OF ART

GREAT AGES OF MAN

LIFE SCIENCE LIBRARY

THE LIFE HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES

TIME READING PROGRAM

LIFE NATURE LIBRARY

LIFE WORLD LIBRARY

FAMILY LIBRARY:
HOW THINGS WORK IN YOUR HOME
THE TIME-LIFE BOOK OF THE FAMILY CAR
THE TIME-LIFE FAMILY LEGAL GUIDE
THE TIME-LIFE BOOK OF FAMILY FINANCE

Previous World War Il Volumes:
Prelude to War
Blitzkrieg




WORLD WAR Il - TIME-LIFE BOOKS - ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA

BY LEONARD MOSLEY

AND THE EDITORS OF TIME-LIFE BOOKS

~ THEBRTTLE OF BRITAIN



Time-Life Books Inc.
is a wholly owned subsidiary of
TIME INCORPORATED

Founder: Henry R. Luce 1898-1967

Editor-in-Chief: Henry Anatole Grunwald
President: ). Richard Munro

Chairman of the Board: Ralph P. Davidson
Executive Vice President: Clifford ). Grum
Chairman, Executive Committee: James R. Shepley
Editorial Director: Ralph Graves

Group Vice President, Books: Joan D. Manley
Vice Chairman: Arthur Temple

TIME-LIFE BOOKS INC.

Managing Editor: Jerry Korn

Executive Editor: David Maness

Assistant Managing Editors: Dale M. Brown
(planning), George Constable, Martin Mann,
John Paul Porter, Gerry Schremp (acting)

Art Director: Tom Suzuki

Chief of Research: David L. Harrison

Director of Photography: Robert G. Mason
Assistant Art Director: Arnold C. Holeywell
Assistant Chief of Research: Carolyn L. Sackett
Assistant Director of Photography: Dolores A. Littles

Chairman: John D. McSweeney

President: Carl G. Jaeger

Executive Vice Presidents: John Steven Maxwell,
David J. Walsh

Vice Presidents: George Artandi (comptroller);
Stephen L. Bair (legal counsel); Peter G. Barnes;
Nicholas Benton (public relations);

John L. Canova; Beatrice T. Dobie (personnel);
Carol Flaumenhaft (consumer affairs);

James L. Mercer (Europe/South Pacific);
Herbert Sorkin (production); Paul R. Stewart
(marketing)

WORLD WAR 11

Editorial Staff for The Battle of Britain

Editors: William K. Goolrick, Charles Osborne
Picture Editor/Designer: Charles Mikolaycak
Text Editor: Valerie Moolman

Staff Writers: Ruth Kelton, James Randall
Researchers: Josephine Reidy, Doris Coffin,
Mary Carroll Marden, Clara Nicolai,

Suzanne Wittebort

Editorial Assistant: Cecily Gemmell

Editorial Production

Production Editor: Douglas B. Graham
Operations Manager: Gennaro C. Esposito,
Gordon E. Buck (assistant)

Assistant Production Editor: Feliciano Madrid
Quality Control: Robert L. Young (director),
James J. Cox (assistant), Daniel J. McSweeney,
Michael G. Wight (associates)

Art Coordinator: Anne B. Landry

Copy Staff: Susan B. Galloway (chief),

Mary Ellen Slate, Celia Beattie

Picture Department: Susan Hearn

Traffic: Kimberly K. Lewis

Correspondents: Elisabeth Kraemer (Bonn);
Margot Hapgood, Dorothy Bacon, Lesley Coleman
(London); Susan Jonas, Lucy T. Voulgaris (New
York); Maria Vincenza Aloisi, Josephine du Brusle
(Paris); Ann Natanson (Rome). Valuable assistance
was also provided by: Karin B. Pearce (London);
Carolyn T. Chubet, Miriam Hsia, Christina
Lieberman (New York); Mimi Murphy (Rome).

The Author: LEONARD MOSLEY, a native of Man-
chester, England, served as a war correspondent in
the Far East and in Europe, where his reporting won
him an Order of the British Empire. Among his more
than 20 books are: On Borrowed Time, a study of
the diplomacy of the period preceding World War
I1; Backs to the Wall, an account of life in London
during nearly five years of bombing; The Last Days
of the British Raj; and biographies of Reich Marshal
Hermann Géring, of Japanese Emperor Hirohito and
of Charles A. Lindbergh.

The Consultants: A. E. CAMPBELL is Professor of
American History at the University of Birmingham,
England. He was formerly Fellow and Tutor of Mod-
ern History at Keble College, Oxford, and has been
Visiting Professor at several American universities.
He is the author of Great Britain and the United
States: 1895-1903.

COL. JOHN R. ELTING, USA (Ret.), is a military his-
torian and author of The Battle of Bunker’s Hill, The
Battles of Saratoga and Military History and Atlas of
the Napoleonic Wars. He edited Military Uniforms
in America: The Era of the American Revolution,
1755-1795 and Military Uniforms in America:
Years of Growth, 1796-1851, and was associate
editor of The West Point Atlas of American Wars.

HANS-ADOLF JACOBSEN, Director of the Seminar
for Political Science at the University of Bonn, is the
co-author of Anatomy of the S.S., and editor of De-
cisive Battles of World War I1: The German View.

JAMES P. SHENTON, Professor of History at Colum-
bia University, has lectured frequently on educa-
tional television. He is the author of History of the
United States from 1865 to the Present and Robert
John Walker: A Politician from Jackson to Lincoln.

Library of Congress Cataloguing in Publication Data

Mosley, Leonard, 1913-
The Battle of Britain

(World War I1; v. 3)
Bibliography: p. 204
Includes index.
1. Britain, Battle of, 1940. London—Bombardment,
1940.
I. Time-Life Books. Il. Title. IlI. Series.
D756.5.B7M67 940.53'41 76-45540
ISBN 0-8094-2460-6
ISBN 0-8094-2459-2 (lib. bdg.)
ISBN 0-8094-2458-4 (retail ed.)

For information about any Time-Life book, please write:

Reader Information
Time-Life Books

541 North Fairbanks Court
Chicago, Illinois 60611

© 1977 Time-Life Books Inc. All rights reserved.

No part of this book may be reproduced in any form or by
any electronic or mechanical means, including informa-
tion storage and retrieval devices or systems, without pri-
or written,-permission from the publisher, except that
brief passages may be quoted for reviews.

Sixth printing. Revised 1981.

Published simultaneously in Canada.

Library of Congress catalogue card number 76-45540.
School and library distribution by Silver Burdett
Company, Morristown, New Jersey.

TIME-LIFE is a trademark of Time Incorporated U.S.A.




GHAPTERS

1: Britain at Bay 18

2: The Prefight Odds 46

3: Day of the Eagle 86

4: The Attack on London 114

5: The Crucible of the Blitz 136

6: Finale for the Bombers 182
PICTURE ESSAYS

Hitler’s Nibble at the Channel 6
Ready for Jerry 28

The Redoubtable Mr. Churchill 58
The Grandiose Herr Goring 72
Exodus from the Cities 100
Waiting for the Scramble 124
Ordeal by Fire 150

Rallying the Home Front 168
Germany’s Fallen Eagles 192

Bibliography
Acknowledgments
Picture Credits
Index

204
204
205
206

GONTENTS



HITLER'S NIBBLE AT THE CHANNEL




British bobbies on the German-occupied Channel Island of Guernsey stand uneasily in the path of a German sentry patrolling the waterfront.



This notice of military abandonment was signed by King George VI and
posted around the Channel Islands two weeks before the Nazis arrived.

Ansfent,

v’(‘;‘\l\ﬁ"l‘ . N3

MESSAGE FROM THE KING TO THE
BAILIFFS OF JERSEY AND GUERNSEY

For strategic reasons it has been found
necessary to withdraw the Armed Forces
from the Channel Islands.

I deeply regret this necessity and I wish to
assure My people in the Islands that. in taking
this decision, My Government has not been
unmindful of their position. It is in their
interest that this step should be taken in
present circumstances.

The long association of the Islands with
the Crown and the loyal service the people of
the Islands have rendered to my ancestors
and Myself are guarantees that the link
between us will remain unbroken and I know
that My people in the Islands will look
forward with the same confidence as I do to
the day when the resolute fortitude with which
we face our present difficulties will reap the

reward of Victory.

GOURTEOUS GONQUEST OF
POLITE LITTLE ISLANDS

It was a Sunday morning at the end of June 1940, when the
first armed German arrived on Guernsey, one of a group of
tiny British islands set down in the English Channel just off
the French coast. Landing a plane on Guernsey’s grassy air-
field, the German drew his pistol and alighted. Suddenly,
three British planes buzzed by overhead. The interloper ner-
vously scrambled back to his aircraft, dropping the revolver,
and took off. Later that day, however, another German plane
touched down, and this time three men got out. One care-
fully retrieved the gun; another announced to an unruffled
policeman that they intended to take over the island.

Thus began Hitler's occupation of the Channel Islands,
which was undertaken to create stepping stones for the in-
vasion of Britain, and ended with the Islands being the only
bits of native British territory to be seized by the Germans
during World War I1. By the general standards of Nazi take-
overs, it was a strangely peaceable, polite conquest, at least
in the early stages. The bobby at the airport was actually ex-
pecting both the airmen and the German ground troops who
soon arrived by boat. So was just about everybody else in
the Channel Islands. Since Jersey, Guernsey, Alderney and
Sark were within 30 miles of France, newly conquered by
Hitler, and nearly 80 miles from Britain, His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment considered them indefensible—and so informed
the residents (left).

Not that the occupation lacked certain discomforts for
the natives: a curfew; liquor prohibition; Nazi films in mov-
ie houses; the construction of bristling shore and antiair-
craft defenses. But generally, the islanders, obeying their
leaders, were careful to show no hostility. When one old
Guernseyite stood in his doorway with a rifle threatening to
“shoot the first German who tries to come in,” his relatives
gently disarmed him. And the Dame of Sark (right), feudal
ruler of her two-square-mile fief, was so relaxed with the in-
vaders that it was hard to tell just who had conquered whom.
When one of the visitors asked if she were not frightened,
she sweetly replied, in German, “Is there any need to be
afraid of German officers?”
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GUERNSEY, MONDAY,

ORDERS OF THE COMMANDANT
OF THE GERMAN FORCES
IN OCCUPATION OF THE
ISLAND OF GUERNSEY

(1)—ALL INHABITANTS MUST BE INDOORS BY 11 P.M. AND MUST NOT LEAVE THEIR HOMES BEFORE 6 A.M.

(2)—WE WILL RESPECT THE POPULATION IN GUERNSEY; BUT, SHOULD ANYONE ATTEMPT TO CAUSE THE
LEAST TROUBLE, SERIOUS MEASURES WILL BE TAKEN AND THE TOWN WILL BE BOMBED.

(3)—ALL ORDERS GIVEN BY THE MILITARY AUTHORITY ARE TO BE STRICTLY OBEYED.

(4)—ALL SPIRITS MUST BE LOCKED UP IMMEDIATELY, AND NO SPIRITS MAY BE SUPPLIED, OBTAINED OR
CONSUMED HENCEFORTH. THIS PROHIBITION DOES NOT APPLY TO STOCKS IN PRIVATE HOUSES.

(5)—NO PERSON SHALL ENTER THE AERODROME AT LA VILLIAZE

(8)—ALL RIFLES, AIRGUNS, PISTOLS, REVOLVERS, DAGGERS, SPORTING GUNS, AND ALL OTHER WEAPONS
WHATSOEVER, EXCEPT SOUVENIRS, MUST, TOGETHER WITH ALL AMMUNITION, BE DELIVERED AT
THE ROYAL HOTEL BY 12 NOON TO-DAY, JULY 1

(7)—ALL BRITISH SAILORS, AIRMEN AND SOLDIERS ON LEAVE IN THIS ISLAND MUST REPORT AT THE POLICE
STATION AT 9 AM. TO-DAY, AND MUST THEN REPORT AT THE ROYAL HOTEL.

—NO BOAT OR VESSEL OF ANY DESCRIPTION, INCLUDING ANY FISHING BOAT, SHALL LEAVE THE HAR
BOURS OR ANY OTHER PLACE WHERE THE SAME IS MOORED, WITHOUT AN ORDER FROM THE MILI.
TARY AUTHORITY, TO BE OBTAINED AT THE ROYAL HOTEL. ALL BOATS ARRIVING FROM JERSEY
FROM SARK OR FROM HERM, OR ELSEWHERE, MUST REMAIN IN HARBOUR UNTIL PERMITTED BY THE

MILITARY TO LEAVE.

THE CREWS WILL REMAIN ON BOARD. THE MASTER WILL REPORT TO THE HARBOURMASTER,
ST. PETER-PORT, AND WILL OBEY HIS INSTRUCTIONS

THE. SALE OF MOTOR SPIRIT IS PROHIBITED, EXCEPT FOR USE ON ESSENTIAL SERVICES, SUCH AS DOC
TORS' VEHICLES, THE DELIVERY OF FOODSTUFFS, AND SANITARY SERVICES WHERE SUCH VEMICLES
ARE IN POSSESSION OF A PERMIT FROM THE MILITARY AUTHORITY TO OBTAIN SUPPLIES,

THESE VEHICLES MUST BE BROUGHT TO THE ROYAL HOTEL BY 12 NOON TO-DAY TO RECEIVE THE
NECESSARY PERMISSION.

THE USE OF CARS FOR PRIVATE PURPOSES 1S FORBIDDEN.
(10)—THE BLACK-OUT REGULATIONS ALREADY IN FORCE MUST BE OBSERVED AS BEFORE

(11)—BANKS AND SHOPS WILL BE OPEN AS USUAL.

(Signed) THE GERMAN COMMANDANT OF THE ISLAND OF GUERNSEY
JULY 3, 1940,

Guernseyites watch German troops marching through the streets of Saint
Peter Port (left). the island’s main town. On the day following the
invasion, the Wehrmacht commandant took over the local newspaper
and printed and distributed special copies (above), which set down
precisely what was to be expected of the conquered. The islanders
complied fully, although some of them mocked the arms regulation by
buving toy pistols and presenting them to the Germans. Though
courteous, the occupiers were deadly serious; subsequent proclamations
prescribed the d sentence for anyone possessing pigeons—which the
Germans believed could be used to send secret messages to Britain.



on the island.

XoYALAIRFoRcE
" 4
AM ARTERS.
< % EADQU

On the island of Guernsey, a German soldier stands guard at a former British installation.
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movie theater advertise a Nazi film called Sieg im Westen—Victory in the West—that extolled recent German feats of arms in the Low Countries and France.
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