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On October 1, 1949, Mao Zedong solemnly proclaimed the founding

of the People’s Republic of China, from the Tiananmen Rostrum.

Since then, unprecedented changes have swept across the nation.

A new blueprint was drawn for the newly-founded war-torn
People’s Republic suffering from severe poverty, and the first “Five-
Year Plan” for development ensued after the national economy
basically recovered. The production of China’s first automobile, the
construction of roads to Tibet, the successful development of China'’s
a-bomb, h-bomb and first satellite..., the nation began to shed its
long-borne image of poverty and backwardness, and marched along

the road to modernization.



The Third Plenum of the IIth CPC Central Committee, held at the
end of 1978, marked a key turning-point in the country’s history.
The creation of special economic zones, establishment of a socialist
market economy, resumption of the exercise of sovereignty over
Hong Kong and Macao, accession to the WTO, hosting of the 29th
Olympiad in Beijing..., China is approaching the center of the world
stage with a brand-new look.

In the total course of history, 60 years pass in the blink of an eye,
but for China these are six exciting and epoch-making decades.
Because of the complications of history, general readers often find it
hard to get a comprehensive panorama of contemporary China, and
are often left far from satisfied yet have no idea how to retrieve the
desired information from a sea of choices. Therefore, a history book
with quick access to the major events during China’s 60 years of

development might serve as a convenient guide.

Our book is such a tool. Based on the 1949-2009 timeline, the book
features key events and figures that influenced China’s historical
development, covering the areas of economy, politics, society,
culture, technology, and more. Following the timeline, a clear and
concise development path for China in these decades is presented
with illustrations and diagrams, as well as comparisons with major
contemporary events around the world, providing readers with an

international lens.



Contents

Explanatory Notes
List of Entries
Quick Access to the People’s Republic of China

Index

Names and Places
Culture and Technology
Important Documents
Organizations

Historical Events




QUICKACCESS TO THE
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA —

THE FIRST SIXTY YEARS (1949-2009) EXPLANATORY NOTES

Explanatory Notes

- The book starts with the Founding Ceremony of the People’s Republic of China

(PRC) on October 1, 1949, and ends with the 60th anniversary celebrations of
the PRC on October I, 2009.

. The book has over 260 entries, covering political and economic events and

policies that influenced the course of China's contemporary history, as well as
major events in society, culture, science and technology, and other fields.

. The List of Entries, arranged in alphabetical order, with date and location

specified for each entry, serves as both an index and events list.

. All entries are arranged along the timeline that runs through the book. The

events are organized by their dates, which are marked on the timeline, while the
entry titles below the timeline specify their duration.

- The book has over 250 pictures related to the entries. Including brief captions,

the images serve as illuminating illustrations which bring history to life.

. The book also includes important concurrent events and figures of other

countries listed at the bottom of the page, providing a comparative history of
China and the world.

. The Index is arranged in alphabetical order to provide quick access to names,

places, cultural and scientific events, and historical documents, organizations
and events (excluding those of other countries) that the book refers to.
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A
Abolition of Agriculture Tax / 146

Adjustment of Colleges and Departments
in Higher-learning Institutions

Adoption of a Five-day Work Week / 116
Agricultural Cooperative Movement / 17

“All-round Rectification” Launched by
Deng Xiaoping / 61

Anti-Secession Law Promulgated / 144
APEC Summit in Shanghai / 133

Artificial Synthesis of Crystallized
Bovine Insulin in China / 49

Asian Financial Crisis and China’s
Promise of “No Depreciation of RMB”
/121

B

Bankruptcy of China’s First State-owned
Enterprise / 90

Basic Completion of the Movement to
Suppress Counter-revolutionaries / 12

Basic Guidelines of the Primary Stage of
Socialism / 123

Basic Line for the Primary Stage of
Socialism / 92

Basic Victory in Liberating China’s
Mainland /3

Beijing-Kowloon Railway Opened to
Traffic/ 119

Birth of Shanghai Stock Exchange / 103

Birth of the First Test-tube Baby on the
Mainland of China / 94

Bombing of Jinmen Island / 34

C

Campaign Against “Rightist”
Deviation / 39

Campaign to “Learn from Comrade
Lei Feng” /43

Campaign to Learn from Jiao Yulu/ 51

Charter of the Anshan Iron and Steel
Company / 39

Chen Jingrun Published “Chen’s
Theorem™ / 52

Chengdu-Chongqing Railway Opened to
Traffic/ 15
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China and France Establishing
Diplomatic Relations / 46

China Called for Banning All Nuclear
Tests and Destroying Nuclear Weapons
/44

China Connected to the Internet / 113

China Disabled Persons’ Federation
Founded / 94

China Exploded Its First Hydrogen
Bomb /53

China Forced into Defensive Border
Counterattack against India / 42

China Launched Its First Man-made
Earth Satellite / 55

China Registered Top-level Domain / 103

China Restored to Its Legal Seat in the
UN/57

China Successfully Exploded Its First
Atomic Bomb /49

China’s Accession to WTO / 134
China’s Artificial Synthesis of RNA /78

China’s First Manned Space Flight
Succeeded / 141

China’s First White Paper on Human
Rights / 104

LIST OF ENTRIES

China’s Olympic Bid Succeeded / 133

China’s Olympic Gold
“Zero-breakthrough” / 83

Chinese and Soviet Troops Clashed on
Zhenbao Island / 54

Chinese Astronauts Made First
Spacewalk / 154

Chinese Delegation at the Asian-African
Conference in Bandung, Indonesia / 25

Chinese Delegation at the Geneva
Conference /21

Chinese Modern Art Exhibition / 98
Combating Heavy Floods / 125

Completion of the Antarctic Great Wall
Station / 87

Completion of the Jingjiang Flood
Diversion Project / 14

Conference of 7,000 People / 41

Construction of Gezhouba Water Control
Project / 56

Construction of the Monument to the
People’s Heroes / 16

Construction of Nanjing Yangtze River
Bridge Completed 54



LIST OF ENTRIES

CPC Central Committee Issuing
“Resolution on Economic
Restructuring” / 85

“Cultural Revolution” / 51

Damming of Yangtze River for Three

Gorges Project /124

Daqing Oilfield Discovered and
Developed / 38

Debut of the Musical The East Is Red | 48

Decision to Reduce Urban Population
/41

Democratic Reform Started in Tibet / 37
Deng Xiaoping Passed Away / 120
Deng Xiaoping’s South China Tour / 106

Development and Opening-up of Pudong
Area /101

Development of Sino-Japanese “Non-
governmental Diplomacy” / 14

Discovery and Development of the
Karamay Oilfield / 26

Dispute between Communist Parties of
China and the Soviet Union / 44
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“Double Hundred” Policy / 27

“East Turkestan Islamic Movement”
UNSC-listed as Terrorist Organization
/136

| Educated Youth Called to Settle Down
i in Countryside / 53

Eight Model Plays (Yangbanxi) / 52

“Eight-Character” Principle for
Readjustment of the National Economy
/40

Eighth National Congress of the CPC
/28

Eight-Point Proposal in Cross-Straits
Relations / 115

80th Anniversary of the CPC /132
11th Asian Games /102
11th Five-Year Plan / 147

“Enthronement” Ceremony of the 11th
Panchen Erdeni/ 118

Establishment of a Socialist Market
Economy /107

11
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Establishment of Association for
Relations Across the Taiwan Straits
/105

Establishment of Chongqing Municipality
Approved /121

Establishment of Compulsory Education
System / 89

Establishment of Four Special Economic
Zones /74

Establishment of Hainan Province and
Special Economic Zone / 95

Establishment of New China’s Customs
System /9

Establishment of Sino-US Diplomatic
Relationsb / 70

Establishment of Shengli Oilfield / 61

Establishment of Yangpu Economic
Development Zone in Hainan / 106

Establishment of Zhongguancun Science
Park / 96

Export-oriented Economic Development
Strategy Mapped for Coastal Areas
/93

50th Anniversary of the Founding of the
PRC/ 129

Fight against SARS / 140

First “Five-Year Plan™ / 18

First Annual Conference of Boao Forum
for Asia /135

First Mainland Home-visits of Taiwan
Residents / 93

First Meeting of the First National
People’s Congress / 22

First National Census / 20
First National Games Held / 38

First Qufu International Confucius
Culture Festival / 99

First Round of Six-Party Talks on Korean
Nuclear Issue / 141

First Round of Wang-Koo Talks / 109

First Successful Particle Collision of
BEPC /97

First World Buddhist Forum / 147

Five Principles of Peaceful Coexistence
/21



LIST OF ENTRIES

Formal Relations between China and EC
Established / 62

FORTUNE Global Forum 1999 Held in
Shanghai/ 129

Forum on China-Africa Cooperation and
Beijing Summit Declaration / 149

Founding of the People’s Republic of
China /2

“Four Cardinal Principles™ /71

4 Trillion Yuan Earmarked to Tide Over
Financial Crisis / 154

Fourth World Conference on Women
/117

Full Realization of Cross-Straits “Three
Direct Links” / 157

5
G
General Line for Socialist Construction

Formulated / 32

General Line for the Transition Period
/19

Goals of Building a Moderately
Prosperous Society in All Respects
/137
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Great Debate on “Criterion for Testing
Truth” /68

“Great Leap Forward” Swept the
Country /33

1l

Historic Chinese Delegation at Athens
Olympics / 144

Hong Kong’s Return to China /122

Hu Jintao Attending 2nd Financial
Summit of G20 Leaders / 156

Hu Jintao Met with Lien Chan / 145

l

Implementation of Compulsory Military
Service /25

Implementation of Poverty-alleviation
Program / 113

Implementing Quality-oriented
Education in All-round Way / 128

Important Progress in “Xia-Shang-Zhou
Chronology Project” / 131
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Important Thought of “Three
Represents” / 130

Inauguration of Changchun First
Automobile Works /29

Initiation of Project 211/ 110
Initiation of Project Hope / 100

Introduction of New Renminbi
Banknotes / 24

Introduction of Resident ID Card System
/88

J

Jiang Zemin Elected General Secretary
of CPC Central Committee / 99

K

Kissinger’s Secret Visit to China /57

I4

Land Reform in Newly Liberated Areas
/9

LIST OF ENTRIES

Laser Typesetting Technology for
Chinese Characters Invented / 87

Launch of Monetized Reform of Housing
/126

Launch of the Torch Program / 96

Learning from Comrade Kong Fansen
/115

Learning from Daqing in Industry /45
Learning from Dazhai in Agriculture / 46

Lenovo’s Acquisition of IBM PC Division
/145

Lin Biao and Jiang Qing
Counterrevolutionary Cliques
Sentenced / 75

Live Broadcast of First CCTV Spring
Festival Gala /80

Lunar Exploration Satellite CE-1
Successfully Launched / 152

M

Ma Yinchu Publishing His “New
Population Theory” /31

Macao’s Return to China / 130

Mao Zedong Passed Away / 66



LIST OF ENTRIES

Mao Zedong’s “Three Worlds™ Theory
/60

Mao Zedong’s On the Correct Handling
of Contradictions among the People
/30

Market-oriented Reform of Food Grain
Circulation System / 125

Meeting on Lushan Mountain / 36

Military Parade Celebrating PLA Navy’s
60th Anniversary / 157

Military Parade for the PRC’s 35th
Anniversary / 84

More Oracle Bones Excavated from the
Yin Ruins / 59

]
N
“National Human Rights Action Plan”

/156

National Women'’s Volleyball Team Won
First World Championship / 78

Nationwide Redress of Unjust, False and
Wrong Cases / 68

New CPC Leadership Elected / 138
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New Rural Cooperative Medical System
Launched / 137

New State Leadership Elected / 140

New Wave of Foreign-trade Reforms
/112

Nine Guidelines for Capital Market / 143
“1992 Consensus™ / 108

Non-public Sectors Becoming
“Important Component of the Socialist
Market Economy” / 126

Non-tradable Shares Reform / 146

Normalization of Sino-Soviet Relations
/98

0

“On Historical Play Hai Rui Dismissed
from Office” Published / 50

Opening of 14 Coastal Cities / 82
Opening of Civil Aviation Services /7

Opening of the 29th Olympic Games in
Beijing / 153



