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INTRODUCING...

ELEMENTS OF SOCIOLOGY

In preparing this new edition of Elements of Sociology, we have, from the start, kept in mind one
paramount goal: to produce the most comprehensive yet dynamic and accessible introduction to
sociology available to Canadian students.

This revision builds on the strengths of the highly acclaimed first and second editions, and incor-
porates new features and material designed to make the text even more engaging, more thought-
provoking, and more relevant to students and instructors alike. We hope that as you browse through
the pages that follow, you will see why we believe Elements of Sociology is the most exciting and
innovative textbook available to Canadian sociology students today.

Six Things That Make This A One-of-a-Kind Textbook

A Canadian Textbook for Canadian Students

Written by Canadians for Canadians, Elements of Sociology highlights the stories of the figures and
events at the heart of sociological inquiry in this country: Dawson and Clark, Porter and Goffman,
Dorothy Smith and Daniel G. Hill, the “Famous Five” and Quebec’s “Quiet Revolution,” and much
more.
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A Visual, Thought-Provoking
Approach
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A Brand-New Chapter on the Envi

The scope of the new edition has been expanded to look at one of the key social issues of our time, the

environment.
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Case Studies and Compelling Viewpoints

Elements of Sociology features five different types of feature boxes, scattered throughout every chapter to
highlight issues, events, and ideas at the centre of sociological debate and investigation.

Fasting 43

Canadian by Birth, Palestinian by Culture 44

The Hijab as Worn by Young Canadian Muslim Women in Montreal 74
A Sociologist Sees Beauty in Taiwan: Reverse Ethnocentrism 81

The Rajputs: Child Rearing and Personality in a North Indian Village 98
Experiencing Peer Pressure 101

Branding Consciousness, Selling Pretty 103

Resocializing the Mi’kmag 110

Little Boxes: Mass Produced Suburban Communities 136

Age and Deviance: To Be Over 50 Is Deviant 155

Ethnicity and Class in Sept-iles During the 1960s and 1970s 218
Gender Roles and Being Lesbian 236

On-the-Job Training: Making the Right Impression in a Male-Defined Business 244
Telling Your Family You're Gay 269

Italian Families and Conjugal Roles: Four Generations 272

The Religious Factor in Conjugal Roles: Polygamy and the Case of Bountiful, BC 274
The Minister’s Role in a Hutterite Community 298

The Golden Compass and Religious Censorship 307

Eurocentric Curriculum and the University 318

An Account of Systemic Racism from a Black First-Year Nursing Student 358

SARS and Being Chinese 360

Four-Letter Words and Social Change, or How | Learned to Love the F-Bomb 417
Irshad Maniji on the Gender Challenge for Canadian Muslim Women 423

Telling It Like It Is boxes
feature first-person nar-
ratives that give voice to

a variety of perspectives
informed by a variety of
social factors—age, sex,
gender, class, ethnicity, etc.
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Applying Goffman to Research 18
Abandoning Inuit Elders: An Archaeology of Knowledge 22
An Exception to the “Rule” of Inuit Family Socialization 99

Xvii

Black Candle, Yellow Scare 153

Early Studies in Canadian Social Stratification 174

A Minoritizing Episode: Canada’s Ukrainians and the Great War 211
David Reimer: Assigning Gender 232

The Famous Five and the “Persons” Case 242

The Crestwood Heights Family 259

Our Stories boxes examine
research and events

that are especially relevant
to the practice and study

of sociology in Canada.

Rod Beaujot and Delayed Life Transitions 267
The Social Course of Tuberculosis among the Inuit 348
Shooting the Messenger: The Case of Dr John O’Connor, Whistle-Blower 386

The Point Is...

The Sociologist as Hero: C. Wright Mills 9
Case Study of a Best Practice: Kitigan Zibi Anishinabeg First Nation Policing 41
So You Think You Know What a Single Parent Is? 48

The Market Basket Measure: Two Different Versions 50

The Jackrocks Story: A Narrative about the Power of Symbols 73
Parrot Socialization 94

David Elkind and Hurried Child Syndrome 107

The Vision Quest: A Modern Aboriginal Rite of Passage 109

Dungeons and Dragons: Virtual and Real Status 122

Feminist Organization at Work 130

The “Zoot Suit Riots” of the Early 1940s: Clothes and Ethnicity
as Deviant 148

Crossing the Border While Black 154

The Point Is . . . boxes
present case studies

and highlight important
contributions to sociological
research, past and present.

The Criminalization of Sexuality 160

Mind Traps in the Study of Blacks in Canada 205

Sex and Gender: A Primer 230

Patriarchy and the Bible 234

Does Having a Disabled Family Member Mean Having a Disabled Family? 263
Jihad: A Misunderstood Term 303

Discipline, Punishment, and Evaluation 320

Online Education: A New Spin on a Failed Idea? 330

Does Disaster Bring Positive Social Change? 382
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LOBAL

~

ey

Defining the World: Labels for Rich and Poor Countries 51

Observing Cultural Globalization in Taiwan 79 Going Global boxes shed
Pioneer Global Village 83 light on international issues
Economic Globalization and Formal Rationality 132 of interest to sociologists

Overcoming Racialization with My Libyan Students 202 in Canada and around the
Boyat and Deviant Gender Performance in the Arab World 246 world.

A Christmas Story: Christians and Muslims Standing Together in Egypt 291
Political Globalization and the Spread of Democracy 408
Opposing Globalization: A Conservatist Stance 413

Quick Hits sidebars supple-

Mind Traps in Understanding Cuiture 66 ment the authors’ narrative
Are You Excluded from the Dominant Culture? 69 with relevant examples and
The Thomas Theorem and Arthur Kleinman’s Eight Questions 118 data.

Labelling Theory 121

Getting Deviance Straight 144

Minor Hockey, Major Cash 178

Student Employment and the Economic Meltdown 190

Who’s Hungry? 193

Racism 206

Who Has the Right to Vote? 210

Women and Canadian Politics 243

“Two-Spirit People” and “Manly-Hearted Women”: Alternative Gender Roles
among North American Aboriginal People 248

An Overview of the Family in Canada in 2011 261

The Myth about Islam and Women 301

Does Your Knowledge of Geography Reflect a Monocultural Education? 316

Student Examples from Oakes’s Study 323

Social Mobility: Meritocracy versus Cultural Reproduction 325

Hallucinations and Visions: Two “Views” 350

lllich on Medicalization 354

Where Do You Go When You Don’t Have a Family Doctor? 356

Oreskes and Conway on Two Scientific Mercenaries 377

Eight Questions About the Environment of the Workplace 389

The Impending Collapse of the American Empire? 411
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For More Information: Online Resources

Elements of Sociology is part of a comprehensive package of learning and teaching tools that includes
resources for both students and instructors.

» A comprehensive instructor’s manual provides an extensive set of pedagogical tools and sugges-
tions for every chapter, including overviews and summaries, concepts to emphasize in class, essay
and research assignments, and links to relevant videos and online resources.

» Newly updated and enhanced for this edition, classroom-ready PowerPoint slides summarize key
points from each chapter and incorporate graphics and tables drawn straight from the text.

» An extensive test generator enables instructors to sort, edit, import, and distribute hundreds of
questions in multiple-choice, true—false, and short-answer formats.

» Carefully chosen video clips, matched to each chapter and available as streaming video, provide
unique perspectives on themes and issues discussed in the textbook.

/

» The Student Study Guide includes chapter summaries, study questions, and self-grading quizzes,
as well as explore-and-discuss exercises to help you review the textbook and classroom material.

John Steckley and Guy Kirby Letts
COMPANION

Elements of Sociology, A Critical Canadian Introduction, Third Edition
ISBN 13: 9780195448627

About the Book

Instructor Resources
Acclaimed by instructors and students alike for

its fresh, innovative approach to the discipline,

You need a password to access these resources.
Elements of Sociology is back and better than Please contact your local Sales and Editorial

ever in this brand new third edition. Narratives, Beciesentative for more information:

anecdotes, and a wealth of examples and
illustrations challenge students to think Sladent Resources
differently not only about sociology, but also

about the social world that surrounds them.

LEY
s
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Sample Material

Get Adobe PDF reader [ US | UK ]

www.oupcanada.com/Steckley&Letts3e
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AWORD ORTWO FROM

THE AUTHORS

Why Write a Sociology Text?

Why write a Canadian sociology textbook when there are so many out there already? We began with
what we saw as an inability among introductory texts on the Canadian market to give proper voice to
Aboriginal and South Asian perspectives. We don't claim to have corrected the deficiency, but by incor-
porating the work of authors from each group, we hope we have made a significant departure from
earlier Canadian sociology textbooks.

Making “Other” Voices Heard

We realized, too, that other voices needed to be heard. While we
have included the work of authors representing different ethnic back- ; :
grounds, cultures, and sexualities, we felt that the best way to make | VOIC€S heard was in
different voices heard was in narratives, which we have incorporated | narratives, which we
in each chapter. These feature a variety of perspectives informed by a | have incorporated in
variety of “social locations”—black, Chinese, Italian, lesbian, Muslim,
Palestinian, and Portuguese. We strongly believe that the narratives
constitute one of the most important features of this textbook.

“We felt that the best
way to make different

each chapter.”

Celebrating Our Heroes of the Discipline

The narrative approach is not the only way in which our textbook is a little different. Some of our views
are radical, and we were tired of the dry, conservative bent of other texts, and their general failure to
include much or anything about our heroes of the discipline—Dor-
othy Smith, Michel Foucault, Franz Fanon, Antonio Gramsci, Albert
Memmi, and (apart from a perfunctory nod to his sociological imagina- | “We were tired of the
tion) C. Wright Mills. We aimed for a more inclusive approach in cover- dry, conservative bent
ing theories and theorists, including the many women and sociologists
of colour who have influenced and redirected the discipline.

of other texts.”

Breaking Out of the Mould

The market imperative within the broader political economy of publishing means that there is little
interest in doing something different from what has already been done. It wasn't until we began the
publishing process that we realized how the conservative elements within the market influenced what
materialized as the final product. A low tolerance for difference and little appetite for risk mean merely
reproducing what is known to have worked before. We were fortunate that Oxford, constrained by its
own market imperative and logic, has been so supportive of our unique views and approach.
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Writing for Canadian Students

A textbook is typically considered Canadian when it uses Canadian figures, Canadian data, and
Canadian research—this despite the fact the text may entirely overlook the history and emergence of
sociology in this country. Canadian sociology is quite different from the sociology found in Europe and
the US. For instance, the focus of early Canadian sociology was on rural life and the resource economy,
which speaks to a society that is not highly urbanized or industrialized. Moreover, the influence of the
social gospel movement and social work orients sociology in
Canada, more than its counterparts elsewhere, around issues

“Canadian sociology is quite of social justice, even today.
different from the sociology We are confident that this is the most Canadian introductory
found in Europe and the US sociology textbook on the market. It is not an adapted Amer-

ican textbook with Canadian extensions, nor is it a North

- We are confident that American textbook co-written by American and Canadian

this is the most Canadian - authors. We designed this book, from the ground up, as a
introductory sociology text for Canadian students, to teach them about what we—
textbook on the market.” Canadian sociologists—have done, are doing, have failed to

do, and hope to do in the future.

Introducing New Qualitative Research Methods

While contemporary sociology still engages in foundational methods, there has been an expansion of
qualitative methodological approaches that have been influenced by feminism, queer theory, poststruc-
turalism, post-colonialism, and cultural studies, many of which had been ghettoized into other disci-
plines, like anthropology and women’s studies. These methods are not new, but they have not been part
of the methodological lexicon in sociology. In order to represent contemporary sociology accurately,
we went beyond a conventional discussion of quantitative and qualitative methods to include ethno-
graphic research, case studies, and narratives, as well as content and discourse analysis, psychoanalysis,
semiotics, and genealogy. We wanted to introduce students to concepts, ideas, and themes that will be
recurring throughout their education, and in this way, to inspire their imagination.

Conveying the Discipline’s Vitality

To give an accurate survey of sociology today means stressing what is current, what is being done, and who
is being studied. The discipline generally and the theory specifically are exciting, yet we feel this message
is not conveyed to students, who often see sociology as bor-

“The discipline generally and the ing or irrelevant. Sociological theory has shifted immensely,

thoas b T oon it with influences from queer theory, feminist psychoanalysis,
¥ REREUNAEY REE R post-colonialism, and post-structuralism, as well as people

yet we feel this message is not like Foucault, Lacan, Spivak, and Said. Whether the exclu-
conveyed to students, who sion of these influences is the result of the status quo or the
often see sociology as boring or belief that they are too complex for our students to compre-
» ,, - hend, it is a misrepresentation that in the end benefits no
irrelevant. :

e one, and one that we have tried to correct.
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Making Students Think

A casual flip through the pages of this text will reveal an abundance of photographs and other illustra-
tions. The photos are not just pretty distractions to keep students looking at the book. They serve a
purpose. We have chosen photos and have written captions that we hope will encourage students to
adopt a sociological perspective. The same objective is served by the numerous critical-thinking ques-
tions scattered throughout the chapters.

Our Thanks

It takes a number of people to put together a book of this size and scope. First, [ would like to thank
the people at Oxford University Press who made major contributions to this project. David Stover 1
thank for suggesting (twice) that I write this book. Mark Thompson, who signed us on for the new edi-
tion, deserves to be acknowledged, as do in-house editors Patricia Simoes and Eric Sinkins, who, with
amazing effort and diplomatic skill, always get us to the finish line in time.

For helping me write the initial draft of this book, I would also like to thank several of my colleagues
at Humber. Les Takahashi, Jim Jackson, John Metcalfe, and Joey Noble all contributed to this work with
their support and helpful ideas. Librarians Jennifer Rayment and Marlene Beck worked major feats of
magic to make obscure articles and books appear.

Closer to home, there is the Steckley household menagerie: Wiikwaas and Trudy—the dogs that
are—and Egwene and Cosmo, the beloved and terribly missed dogs that were; the parrots: Quigley,
Finn, Stanee, Louis, Lime, Sam, and Gus, as well as Benji, Misha, and Tika, who provided support on
earlier editions. No joke—I couldn’t write without their wonderful distraction.

Finally, there is my wife, Angie. She supported me through the highs and lows of this project, when
I was not the easiest person to live with (either high or low). When the sands of my life shift, there is
always a rock I can depend on.

John Steckley
February 2013

I have used numerous texts throughout my teaching career and have always been at odds with both the
representation and the pedagogy that was being advocated. In many ways, the sociology that I read, that
my colleagues do, and that I myself practise looks nothing like the sociology found in introductory text-
books. I often wondered why a discipline would represent itself to young adults as something conserva-
tive, parochial, and, well, boring, given that the discipline itself is liberating, dynamic, and exciting.
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